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SKILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Grantham, Lincolnshire

Chairman:  Graham Page  Vice-Chairman:  Mark Fryer Councillors:  Neville Clark, David Raes, Richard Wrigley. 
Parish Clerk:  Vicky Page (Mrs), The Old School, Colsterworth Road, Skillington, Lincs.  NG33 5HF   

Telephone:  01476 861296  e-mail:  clerk.spc@gmail.com

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held at Skillington Village Hall on Monday, 2nd June 2014

Present:  Cllr G. Page (Chairman), Cllrs N. Clark, M. Fryer, D. Raes and R. Wrigley.
In attendance:  Cllr Bob Adams (LCC & SKDC)  (from 8.00pm) and Mrs V. Page (Parish Clerk) 

1. Apologies for absence – none received.

1. Co-option of new councillor to fill Casual Vacancy:  Anita Sheehan did not attend the meeting and therefore 
her acceptance of office will be held over to the next meeting.

2. Notes of the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council on 12th May 2014: the Notes of the Annual 
General Meeting of the Council were signed into Minutes by the Chairman.

3. Councillors’ Declarations of Interest:  none were declared.

4. Review and adoption of re-drafted Standing Orders:  the re-drafted Standing Orders were considered.  
Adoption proposed by Cllr Wrigley, seconded by Cllr Fryer and agreed unanimously.  The Standing Orders were 
then signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters arising from the minutes: 
1.1. 13.5/12.1 Neighbourhood Development Plan:  it was noted that there will be a presentation on the 

Colsterworth NDP on Saturday 14th June.  It was agreed that the NDP would be discussed further at the next
meeting when councillors will have had a chance to go to the Colsterworth presentation and all councillors 
will have read the article in the LALC news.

6. Planning applications:  none

1. Cemetery:  
1.1. Maintenance:  Cllr Wrigley reported that he and Cllrs Fryer and Raes had attempted to clear some of the 

moss with a domestic scarifier. In one hour they had cleared an area approximately 4 ft x 10ft.  The grass left 
in the treated area was very thin but it was felt that it would probably re-grow.  This will be reviewed and the 
area re-seeded if necessary.  It was agreed that this job was too large for the Council to undertake itself and 
quotations should be sought from BDG Mowing and Mr Webster of Colsterworth to clear the quarter of the 
Cemetery nearest to the gate on the right-hand side.

1.2. It was agreed that the Millennium Yew should be planted outside the gate on the right-hand side a reasonable
distance from the road.

1.3. The Clerk to reported that Margaret Samways has agreed to complete survey she started some years ago.
1.4. Accounts:  The Clerk reported that payment has been received for the reservation of four plots;  also for the 

conversion of a single depth plot to double.  Payment is awaited for the installation of a stone memorial to 
Alan Meads.

2. Payments and Accounts: 
2.1. Bank Balances:  Details of the balance in the HSBC Community Account and the Melton Mowbray Building 

Society (MMBS) Business 100 Day Notice Account were given.
2.2. Notice of Transfer of Funds: It was agreed that 100 days’ notice should be given of transfer of £1,500.00 

from MMBS account.  The request was signed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman.
2.3. Invoices for payment:  a cheque was signed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman.
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Signed: ................................................................ Chairman                                Date ...........................................
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Parish Council
Community Cleaner: May 2014 
(including emptying of 2 dog bins 
@ £2/bin/month

£89.67 n/a £89.67

3. Clerk’s Report:
3.1. The List of Actions following theMay meeting of the Council was updated.
3.2. Two e-mails have been sent to LCC Highways West chasing various potholes etc but no reply has been 

received.  See Cllr Adams report below
3.3. Letter received from LCC Head of Property Development Neil Cucksey apologising for teething problems with

the new contractors undertaking the LCC grass cutting service
3.4. The Paddock:  approach has been received from the Grazing Licence holder of The Paddock with request to 

install temporary or movable field shelter.  It was agreed that this should be an Agenda item for the July 
meeting and in the meantime the tenant should be asked to discuss this request with residents of 
neighbourhood properties and report back to the Council.

3.5. E-mail request from the Community Engagement Officer for East Lincolnshire asking to place an article about
Healthwatch Lincolnshire in any parish magazine produced by the Council.  It was suggested that this be 
referred to Skillington Life website.

3.6. Skillington Community Centre (Village Hall):  a request has been received for a grant of £500 towards the 
cost of painting and decorating the Village Hall.  It was agreed that this should be an Agenda item for the 
July meeting.

7. District and County Councillor’s Reports:  
3.7. Cllr Adams reported that Mark Heaton of LCC Highways is meeting with the supervisor of the contractors in 

the village to view the various matters which the Council has raised over several months.  This will be 
followed by a ‘blitz’ of the urgent jobs.  It was noted that any further correspondence with LCC Highways 
should be copied to the Chairman of LCC, Martin Hill; the Portfolio Holder, Richard Davies and the 
Chairman of the Scrutinising Committee, M. Bridges.

3.8. He also reported that the County Council is undertaking a long-term reconstruction and will become a 
‘Commissioning Council’ with all services going out to tender and contract.

Cllr Adams left the meeting at 8.35pm

8. Other matters discussed at the discretion of the Chairman:
3.9. Concern was expressed that an entrance into the Colsterworth Landfill Site from Crabtree Road is now being 

used on a regular basis in contravention of the original planning permission.  The Clerk will raise this with 
Cllr Adams.

3.10. It was suggested that, to strengthen the village’s connection with Isaac Newton, an apple tree of the type at 
Woolsthorpe should be planted in the village.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 7th July 2014 at 7.30 at Skillington Village 
Hall 

Signed: ................................................................ Chairman                                Date ...........................................


