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SKILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Grantham, Lincolnshire

Chairman:  Graham Page  Vice-Chairman:  Mark Fryer Councillors:  Neville Clark, David Raes, Anita Sheehan, Richard Wrigley. 
Parish Clerk:  Vicky Page (Mrs), The Old School, Colsterworth Road, Skillington, Lincs.  NG33 5HF   

Telephone:  01476 861296  e-mail:  clerk.spc@gmail.com

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held at Skillington Village Hall on Monday, 7th July 2014

Present:  Cllr G. Page (Chairman), Cllrs N. Clark, M. Fryer, D. Raes, A Sheehan and R. Wrigley.
In attendance:  Mrs V. Page (Parish Clerk) 

1. Apologies for absence:  Cllr Bob Adams (LCC & SKDC)

1. Co-option of new councillor to fill Casual Vacancy:  Mrs Anita Sheehan was welcomed onto the Council.  Her 
Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office had been sent to Electoral Services 
at SKDC.  A Dispensation with regard to Budget and Precept Setting was granted: proposed by Cllr Raes, seconded 
by Cllr Wrigley and agreed unanimously.

2. Notes of the Parish Council Meeting on 2nd June 2014 were signed into Minutes by the Chairman.

3. Councillors’ Declarations of Interest:  none were declared.

4. Matters arising from the minutes: 
4.1. 13.5/12.1 Neighbourhood Development Plan:  The Chairman has tried to speak with Karen Sinclair of SKDC but 

been unable to contact her.  He and the Clerk attended the presentation in Colsterworth regarding their NDP:  
this is being organised by a working party separate to the Parish Council; the parish consists of several 
separate communities and progress is slow as there is some apathy.  Cllr Sheehan reported that she met a 
representative of Foston where the NDP has been completed;  he offered to brief Skillington PC if this would be
of help. The pros of cons of preparing a NDP were discussed:

 Pros – the non-sustainable community status may be abolished giving less protection from unwanted 
development; drawing up an NDP could be a mechanism for the village to decide where it wants to be 
in 5/10 years’ time:  eg:  population, facilities, etc.

 Cons – would there be enough interest within the community to complete the Plan?  
It was felt that the team should consist of about six people and should be independent of the Parish Council;  
the process starts with an initial consultation and ends with a referendum;  it is not clear how the funding works,
whether it is available in advance or paid in stages.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent to each house to 
be followed-up by a visit by two councillors to canvas opinion.  It was agreed that the Chairman should draw up 
a letter for circulation including links for more information and a questionnaire.

4.2.  LCC Highways: the Chairman reported that both Mark Heaton and Mike Brown of LCC Highways had visited the
village with a representative of the contractors over two weeks previously and various potholes, etc had been 
edged in white paint however no actual repairs had been undertaken.  It was agreed that the Clerk should 
speak with Mike Brown.

4.3.  14.06/10.4 The Paddock:  positive responses to Mr & Mrs Bowen’s request to install a portable field shelter had 
been received from Mr & Mrs Vickers, Mr and Mrs Johnson and Mr & Mrs Airie; no objections had been 
received.  It was therefore unanimously agreed that permission should be granted.   

4.4.  14.06/10.5 Skillington Community Centre:  It was agreed that a grant of £500 under S137 towards maintenance 
of the Village Hall should be paid.  Proposed by Cllr Raes, seconded by Cllr Clark agreed unanimously with 
abstentions from Cllrs Fryer and Sheehan who are Committee members of the Community Centre.

4.5.  14.06/12.1 Colsterworth Landfill Site entrance from Crabtree Road:  it had previously been reported that this 
entrance was in use in contravention to the Planning Approval.  The Chairman had spoken with the contractor 
and was told this was a temporary arrangement for some two or three weeks while some liners were been 
unloaded.  Cllr Clark reported that the gate was still open and he will make further enquiries.

5. Planning applications:  none

6. Cemetery:  
1.1. Maintenance:  A quotation for levelling the ant-hills, clearing the moss and re-seeding as necessary has been 

received; two more are awaited.  Cllr Clark offered to do the necessary work in October.
1.2. Accounts:  Payment has now been received for the installation of a stone memorial to Alan Meads.

2. Payments and Accounts: 

Signed: ................................................................ Chairman                                Date ...........................................
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2.1. Bank Balances:  Details of the balance in the HSBC Community Account and the Melton Mowbray Building        

Society (MMBS) Business 100 Day Notice Account were given.
2.2. Accounts for the first quarter together with Bank balances at 30th June 2014:  the I & E, Bank Reconciliation & 

Budget against Actual were presented with the full accounts available for inspection.  The accounts will now be 
passed to the Internal Auditor.

2.3. Signatories on the HSBC Community Account:  The Clerk reported that MMBS have confirmed removal of S. 
Gait & addition of Cllr Wrigley as signatories.  Due to changes in regulations, HSBC require further confirmation 
of identity of existing signatories;  the Clerk will speak with Sue Gadsby of HSBC with regard to those 
Councillors who hold accounts with HSBC.

2.4. Invoices for payment:  the following cheques were signed by Cllrs Wrigley and Clark.

Date
of

Invoic
e

Name Details Net
Amount

VAT Total
Amount

7.6.14 BDG Mowing Mowing 8/5, 21/5 & 5/6: Village - 
£156.00; Churchyard - £108.00

£264.00 n/a £264.00

23.6.14 Mrs V. Page Clerk’s Salary - £602.55
Expenses £22.34 Apr – Jun 14

£624.89 n/a £624.89

25.6.14 LALC Councillor Training 19.6.14: 
Lunch

£7.00 n/a £7.00

30.6.14 Colsterworth & District
Parish Council

Community Cleaner: June 2014 
(including emptying of 2 dog bins 
@ £2/bin/month

£89.67 n/a £89.67

7.7.14 Skillington Community
Centre

Grant under S137 for 
maintenance and decorating

£500.00 n/a £500.00

2. Clerk’s Report:
2.1. LCC Community Wildlife Grant:  Grants of up to £500 are available to assist in improvement of local 

environment.  Grant must be matched with a minimum of 25% volunteer time, other grants or PC money.  Can 
be awarded to projects that protect, improve or promote Lincs wildlife and/or promote appropriate access to and
enjoyment of the countryside.  Cllr Fryer will post this information on the general noticeboard 

2.2. SKDC:  Rural Funding Opportunities for the Kestevens Area:  Cllr Fryer will also post this information.
2.3. Gravity Fields – brochures regarding Gravity Fields were distributed.

3. Matters to be discussed at this meeting:
3.1. Random Acts of Kindness:  Chairman reported a request to hang records of RAK on the cherry tree near the bus

shelter and this was discussed.  It was agreed that permission would be given but that the Council would 
reserve the right to change its mind if it received any justifiable objections. 

3.2. ‘In Newton’s Footsteps’:  walking group visit to Skillington:  the Chairman reported a visit to the village from a 
small group interested in Isaac Newton’s possible connection with the village.  It is understood that the group is 
planning a two day walk as part of the Gravity Fields festival.

3.3. Community Lincs:  a questionnaire regarding the Affordable Housing Scheme in Stonepit Lane was completed.

4. District and County Councillor’s Reports:  Cllr Adams was not present at the meeting.

5. Any matters arising at the discretion of the Chairman:
5.1. Cllr Fryer reported that the general Village Noticeboard had been renovated and remounted.
5.2. Cllr Clark reported a recent break-in resulting in damage to crops and building and the theft of red diesel.  

There will be no meeting of the Parish Council in August and the next meeting will therefore take place on 
Monday 1st September 2014 at 7.30 at Skillington Village Hall 

Signed: ................................................................ Chairman                                Date ...........................................
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Signed: ................................................................ Chairman                                Date ...........................................


