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SKILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Grantham, Lincolnshire

Chairman:  Graham Page  Councillors:  Neville Clark, Mark Fryer, David Raes, Richard Wrigley. 
Parish Clerk:  Vicky Page (Mrs), The Old School, Colsterworth Road, Skillington, Lincs.  NG33 5HF   

Telephone:  01476 861296  e-mail:  clerk.spc@gmail.com

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting at the Village Hall at 7.00pm on Monday 7th April 
2014.

Present:  Cllrs G. Page, N. Clark, D. Raes, R. Wrigley and 6 Parishioners.

In attendance:  Mrs V. Page (Parish Clerk)

The Meeting was chaired by Graham Page, Chairman of Skillington Parish Council.

1. Apologies for absence: were received from Cllr Mark Fryer, Cllr Bob Adams (LCC & SKDC), 
Michael Claxton, Alison Donnelly, Frank Hedley and Michael Sheehan.

2. Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting on 8th April 2013: were agreed and signed.

3. Report on the Parish Council: The Chairman made the following report:

I don’t want to speak at great length but I thought it would be useful if I gave you a short review of the 
work of the Parish Council over the last year, and I would also like to update you on one or two other 
matters including progress towards getting an improved broadband service in the village.

But first the Parish Council…. as you may know, the Council is a statutory body which undertakes 
things like arranging for litter collection, grass cutting, and looking after the churchyard on behalf of 
the Church, and the cemetery.  We are also consulted, and may comment, on planning applications, 
both in the village and nearby. But we are unable to refuse planning applications, which are decided 
by the District Council.

Report of the Planning Committee: 
The Planning Committee usually consists of the Chairman and three Councillors.  The Committee 
confer and prepare comments they think appropriate on all planning applications relating to 
buildings and trees in Skillington, bearing in mind the need to protect the identity and character of 
the village.  These comments are collated and sent to SKDC Planning Department by the Parish 
Clerk.  The following aspects are of particular concern to the Committee:

 size and nature of the proposal
 feasibility 
 impact on the environment
 integration into village structure.

During the period 1st April 2013 to 31st March 2014 three applications regarding Trees in the 
Conservation Area or with Tree Preservation Orders and four applications for house-holder 
developments or work on a listed building were received and subsequently given consent by 
SKDC.  The Parish Council’s views were also sought on the relocation of leachate tanks at the 
Landfill Site which was approved and on a proposed wind turbine at the Honeypot Lane units 
which was refused permission but has now gone to Appeal. 

One planning issue that also came under consideration was a possible solar farm on fields near 
the Landfill site.  No planning application has been made for this to date, though a presentation 
was given in Colsterworth, so it is unclear whether or not it will go any further.
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The other thing we do is to try to respond to any concerns that are raised with us, or which we 
consider should be dealt with.  These really come into two categories: things we can influence and 
things that we can do for ourselves.

Highways:  
The most obvious example of something that we can influence, perhaps, is the large number 
of potholes that annoy most of us.  Repairing them, and other road-related matters is the 
responsibility of the County Council’s Highways department.  What the Parish Council can do 
is to report potholes etc. to Highways and chase them regularly to try to ensure that work is 
carried out as soon as possible.  We have reported many such matters in the past year and 
some have been fixed.  Vicky provides Highways, and our District and County Councillor, with 
a regular list of open issues. We have also met with Mark Heaton of the Highways department
and walked with him around the village to show him work that is needed and to give him a 
chance to see the state of our roads.

Although the time taken to repair road surfaces is often frustrating I don’t think the Parish 
Council could reasonably do more than we have done, given that these repairs are not within 
our power to carry out.  It is only fair to add that the County Council is under severe financial 
pressure, following annual reductions in government funding, and that prioritising repairs is a 
difficult task for them.
However we will maintain the reporting of such things and keep reporting them until they are 
fixed.  But…it is much better, and may have more success, if individuals report problems 
themselves direct to the County Council.

It is worth mentioning a couple of initiatives that the Parish Council has taken in the past year.  

 One is the additional street light that has at last been fitted near the pedestrian entrance to 
the Village Hall. This has been a wish for several years and was raised at last year’s Parish 
Meeting.  For various reasons it has taken a long time to bring this off but, in collaboration 
with the Village Hall Committee, it has been done.  The improvement in pedestrian lighting 
between the hall and the village is considerable and I think that late night walks back to the 
village are now safer.

 We also responded to several complaints about dog poo around the village.  Two dog poo 
bins have been installed and leaflets delivered around the village drawing people’s attention 
to the bins and the need to dispose of their pets’ droppings properly.  We have had some 
positive feedback on this and are willing to consider adding extra bins if necessary.

Among continuing topics are:

 The question of speed restrictions, in particular we would like to get the 30 mph limit on 
Grantham Road extended to beyond the Village Hall.  This is on hold as the County Council are 
reviewing their speed limits throughout the County.  We have provided input to this review.

 The Council is also conscious of work that would improve the state of the Cemetery, in particular 
the uneven ground partly caused by anthills. Work to deal with this and a program of general 
improvements is in hand but will be carried out in stages so that use of the cemetery is disrupted 
no more than can be helped.

Another development this year has been the acquisition of a defibrillator for the village.  The Council 
can’t claim credit for this, except perhaps as a catalyst, as it was an overall community project, led by 
Jenny Parris and Andrew Cluskey. I think that this has been a great success and will no doubt pay off 
in due course.

As far as the Council itself is concerned it has not been a particularly easy year as we have had four 
resignations of councillors.  I don’t think that there is any one underlying reason for this. It is more that
the councillors who have resigned: Michael Claxton, Peter Samways, Steve Gait, and Simon Nadin 
had all given many years of service to the Council and felt that the time had come to retire.  I would 
like to thank them again for their contribution to the Village.
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Three new councillors have been co-opted during the year, David Raes, Mark Fryer and Richard 
Wrigley, and at present we have two vacancies.  If any of you is interested in becoming a councillor 
I would love to discuss it with you.  Please let me or Vicky know of your interest and I’ll be in touch.  
Applications close on 15th April.

Neighbourhood Development Plan 
There is one issue that I would like to air at this meeting, and that is the question of whether or not we 
should produce a Neighbourhood Development Plan.  These plans are a mechanism, recently 
introduced, by which communities can set down their agreed plans for development in the parish or 
village.  If such a plan is in place then any planning application will, I believe be judged in the light of 
such a plan.

At present Skillington is classed as a ‘Non-Sustainable Community’. This means that applications for 
new development are almost certain to be refused.  There are signs though that this status may be 
abolished in future, leaving development proposals perhaps more likely to be approved.  A 
Neighbourhood Development Plan might therefore give us a greater degree of control over 
development proposals.

This is quite a big decision.  Producing such a Plan is a lot of work and perhaps the hardest part is 
ensuring that it reflects the opinions of the whole community. A lot of consultation is needed and the 
Plan itself must finally be approved by a referendum in the village. Colsterworth are engaged in this 
process at present.

One thing that inclines me towards producing such a plan is the thought that, as a village, we need to 
know what we want in the future.  We have no shop, limited employment within the village, and, I 
suspect, an aging population. Is that how we want to continue or would we like to see some growth, 
perhaps with some new housing which might lead to a different, more active community?  This has to 
be a collective decision but a Neighbourhood Development Plan might be a process for reaching it.  At
this stage I’d welcome any comments….

Before I finish I would like to update you on a couple of matters.  

Allotments:
Firstly we had an enquiry two years ago about allotments and I’m glad to say that we have heard from
Colsterworth that they have a vacancy and are prepared to consider applications from nearby villages.
Their allotments are on Woolsthorpe Road and Stamford Road. If anyone is interested details are on 
the Skillington website or Vicky can give you a contact. 

Broadband:
The other matter is to update you on the progress towards an improved broadband service to 
Skillington.  Our point of contact on this is Darryl Scott who tells me that improvements are on the 
way.  This is a complicated area so if you want much detail please approach Darryl but it seems that 
we are fed from Buckminster Cabinet no 7 which is scheduled for upgrade between January and June
2015.  In fact some improvement may already have been carried out. Darryl points out that the exact 
speeds delivered to the residences will depend on the technical issues they find when they connect 
up to our current box. Clearly the village has a lots of copper infrastructure cable from the box to the 
residences. He has asked if these are also being replaced.

4. Parish Council finances:  

The Council’s financial year ended on 31st March so our books have not yet been finalised or audited.
But Vicky has prepared draft accounts which are available for inspection.  In summary we received 
income of about £7500 and incurred expenditure of about £7000.  

Our income comes from the SKDC grant and the precept totalling £4600 which is part of our Council 
Tax bill, and various fundings from SKDC and others to cover the community cleaner, churchyard 
maintenance etc.  We also receive fees for activity at the cemetery and for rent of the paddock.

The main items of expenditure are on mowing, the community cleaner, and the clerk’s salary and 
expenses. Last year we also spent about £1000 on the street light and the dog bins.
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I am pleased to say that the precept for the coming year will be the same as for last year.

I’m happy to answer any questions on the accounts.

5. Any other business:
5.1 Broadband:  Darryl Scott confirmed that improvements to the Broadband service to the village 

were due in 2015 however the speed to individual houses would be affected by a number of other 
factors.  He recommended chasing BT persistently to ensure that the best possible service is 
received.

5.2 The Paddock:  Colin Crump enquired whether The Paddock could be turned into a children’s 
playground.  The Chairman and Cllr Clark responded that the Parish Council only own the lower part
of The Paddock which is subject to a Grazing Licence and which provides income to the Parish 
Council, the upper section is privately owned.  In addition the lower part of The Paddock is very poor
land with springs and concrete man-holes and is unsuitable for use as a playground without a large 
expense.

The Meeting closed at 7.45pm.  

The next Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 13th April 2015 at 7.00pm at Skillington 
Village Hall 


