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Foreword
The first edition of this book was limited to 50 copies and was published in January 2003.
Inevitably there were some grammatical errors that slipped past the proof-reading stage.
Feedback was also invited about the general content. This has lead in this second edition to
the correction of the photograph of the drag-line digger, which was first thought to be
"Marion". My errors on bell-ringing have been corrected and some field names added to the
maps. Most interestingly for me were the details supplied by Mr Peter Bell about the village
wheelwrights of that name who served the needs of the village well during the first half of the
20th century. Quite a lot has been included on this in this revision and, I trust, other errors put
right.
This additional note is to point out further modifications/corrections linked to the publication
In the printed form there were two main errors
of the book on website
of fact: 1) David Niven did not visit the Newton family but relatives of his, the Abel-Smiths, at
The Abbey. 2) A correction has been made to the Christian family tree. (The addition of this
information may have upset the page references made later and I have not corrected these
as they do not affect web publication).

A History of Skillington
Introduction
Skillington is a village in the Kesteven administrative district of Lincolnshire. Small by today's
standards, it is set in gently undulating countryside and the highest parts of the village are
approximately 400ft above sea level. Its parish boundary on the west side also forms part of
the border with the county of Leicestershire, running along the Viking Way (or Drift as it is
called on most maps). It then follows the field boundaries to the north which run almost
exactly west-east to the where the junction of the Stoke Rochford road meets the Grantham
Road, then continuing along that half-way to Stoke village. It then strikes approximately
south-east in the direction of the Colsterworth/A1 roundabout, crossing Cringle Brook and the
Crabtree Road before looping round and back up along a footpath from Woolsthorpe to rejoin
the Crabtree Road again at the Colsterworth Road crossroads. Finally, it runs westward along
Crabtree Road to its junction with the Viking Way by a water tower. The total acreage of the
parish is approximately 2,158. The shape is roughly that of a fox's head, which is perhaps
appropriate as the Viking Way forms the boundary with that home of fox hunting, Leicestershire. The village (or most of it) was given the status of being a conservation area in fairly
recent times. Its attractive buildings, which are mostly of locally quarried limestone, deserve
such an accolade and this may ensure that it retains its charm into the future.
already been published and this, quite comprehensive, undertaking
A History of Skillington
was carried out by Mr L.R.Cryer with a last reprint in 1998. It is sometimes referred to in the
village as the "Blue Book". Mr Cryer retired to Devon at the age of eighty-eight but expressed
a final wish in his book that others would delve further into the village's past. In this work I
have attempted to do so and I was fortunate to have at my disposal the 1901 census return
which was made public only after Mr Cryer's work was completed. This History does not
replace the earlier effort by Mr Cryer, however, and I would recommend that the reader also
obtain a copy of that book, if possible. It contains several photographs which I was unable to
obtain (the cricket team of 1947, football team of 1933/34 and one of school children from
1928, among others). It also covers certain aspects of village history in more detail than I have.
As the reader will see and the older inhabitants will already know, Skillington is very much a
community born out of reaping the produce of the land, through its crops and the husbandry

of farm animals. Its history will reveal few moments that the outside world would class as
exciting or of exceptional interest. The fact that the man many believe was the greatest
scientific intellect that this Country, perhaps the World, has ever produced started his
schooling in the village is Skillington's pre-eminent brush with fame. That man was, of course,
Sir Isaac Newton. Living much of his early life "just up the road" in the neighbouring village of
Woolsthorpe-by-Colsterworth, Isaac must have visited his relatives here frequently as well as
attend to his lessons. This History will examine that genius's connections with the village and
its inhabitants.
In addition, a figurehead in the village, a parish priest, met his death spectacularly in the
nineteenth century while climbing in the Alps and this merited national interest and columns
in the Times. Mr Cryer gives a comprehensive account of this event taken from the Times'
annals. We shall look here at how his beloved parishioners recorded their appreciation of his
ministry in the church building itself and find, perhaps, that this unfortunate gentleman left
an enduring legacy.
Another time when the outside world came into Skillington's history was during the Second
World War. The nearby airfield at Saltby, which is now used by a gliding club, once had a more
serious role. It was an airfield for bombers and a staging post for the airborne assault on
Normandy by American paratroopers. Later in that conflict, Operation Market Garden saw
Polish paratroopers fly off from that base, many to their deaths, in the abortive attempt to
force a Rhine crossing at Arnhem. Many readers will have seen the film
which portrays that epic battle. With the main runway intruding onto Skillington's parish,
many brave soldiers and airmen must have flown over the village, perhaps never to return.
Some spent time in the pubs here prior to their dispatch and may have got to know Skillington
people quite well…. indeed, perhaps some girls of the village watched the gliders leave with
special feelings in their hearts.And – small as it is – even Skillington managed to receive a hit
from a German bomb! Fortunately, not on people or buildings.
Looking to contacts with celebrities from outside the parish …. Did Lady Thatcher who, love
her or hate her, strode like a colossus across the British political scene, ever journey the seven
short miles from her home town of Grantham to Skillington? Well, we shall discover that a
indeed visit our village and we will take a look at when
young Margaret, not then Thatcher,
and why she did so. And, Margaret was not the only celebrity to look in upon Skillington
villagers!
Did Skillington ever have a "home grown" celebrity you may wonder? In the post-war years
one Skillington family, with some history of entrepreneurial success in the village, produced a
man with the ideas and the will to succeed in business. We shall look at this in chapter 2.
The village was certainly formed to reap the benefits of the fertile land on which it stands. Its
farmers, their employees, and the ancillary trades located in the village and associated with
farming have unobtrusively got on with their everyday labours and lives with little obvious
impact on the outside world. But their story is still worth telling and recording.
What, then, will the reader of this History find in the following account? If the reader is, unlike
myself, a professional or even ardent historian, he or she will probably find few facts that are
not available elsewhere, albeit scattered about in various locations and sources. This History
attempts to draw all the threads together. If the reader is an amateur historian, a dabbler
or, even, just one of the growing number of us who are taking an ever-increasing interest in
our past, then I believe there will be much of interest in the following pages and quite a few
surprises. But, despite extensive research by others and myself, there are still the inevitable
puzzles and controversies, some of which may never be resolved. It would be nice if some
readers could slot in the missing jigsaw pieces – please refer to the
at the end of

which are reproduced here, will, I am sure, provoke feelings of nostalgia.
To add to this interest, I have endeavoured to place the bare facts about Skillington and its
inhabitants onto a background of the times, customs and beliefs of the age in which they are
set: to paint a fuller picture.
In the first edition I invited corrections or advice for future revision and some of this has been
incorporated in this work: further observations would still be accepted for archive purposes
but any future additions will, I am afraid, fall upon someone else.
Finally, how will this History be set out? Many people home in onto a particular facet of
history, which, often for some obscure reason, takes their fancy. For some it may be the era
of the last world war because this period holds memories of their younger days, perhaps
either happy or poignant. Others hold the Victorian era in high regard for it was certainly a
time of bustling progress and expansion. The earliest time in which records abound – and it
was about this time that the first Parish Records of Christenings, Marriages and Burials are
to be found – was the late Tudor period of Henry VIII and Elizabeth 1. Quite a few people find
this an exciting era. For myself, I have a rather frustrating fascination for those years
shrouded in the mists of time when "it all began". With little factual evidence my imagination
soars at the thought of some Viking chief, weary of fighting yet perhaps now rich from the
plunder he has won, looking about him at the forests and misty swamps of Kesteven and
deciding, ' This is where I'll put down my roots and settle '. Some possibilities concerning the
origins of Skillington will be considered in the final chapter. However, this History begins not
in those shadowy times but at the second millennium AD and together, I hope, we will trace
the connections and changes at Skillington back to those beginnings. Each step back will be
;
through some significant era and in each of those we will look at The
;
;
;
;
; and
. Before we start our journey
through time, let us consider where we stand today.

Chapter 1. Skillington at the Second Millennium.
Despite the fairly large development of new houses and barn conversions, which has
recently taken place, Skillington is still very much a farming community. Only the 2001
census would reveal in detail how the impact of new inhabitants and that inevitable modern
phenomenon, the commuter, has swung the balance of its inhabitants away from the land
- and that is safe from our eyes until the year two thousand, one hundred and one.
However, the District Council extracted some interesting facts from the 1991 census and
these are something of a starting point for comparisons with the past. Also, the list of voters
tells us that there are 253 people in the village registered as eligible to vote at this moment
in time and that there are 131 dwellings. To celebrate Queen Elizabeth's Golden Jubilee, 55
medals have been ordered by the Parish Council for the children of Skillington to mark this
occasion so, we can add something of that number to the number of voters and get a total
population of about 300.
Skillington, however small, can be said to have arrived well and truly in the twenty-first
.
century … It has its own web page on the internet! Check out
One interesting project undertaken by ladies of the parochial church, to commemorate the
passage into the new millennium, was the hand-embroidery of kneelers for the church.
These record some landmarks in the village's past, repeated in this History. A trip up to the
church where these can be seen is well worth the walk. Details are given in chapter 2.
The Parish Council is the body which keeps a watchful eye on most of the everyday
happenings which may impinge on the lives of the villagers and which are not under the
higher jurisdiction of District or County Councils or of the Government. It has six members,
only one being a woman, plus a clerk and this group meets every month. We shall look at
some of the issues they have had to grapple with in the past and mention some of those
council members who have given particularly long service to the village community.
Sadly, the post office cum shop no longer functions from the large house standing on the
corner of Middle Street by the Square. This ceased to trade in late 1994 but the village
continues to be well served with meals and liquid refreshment by the two inns, The Cross
Swords and The Blue Horse. We will be able to trace their history well back into the past.
For those wishing to purchase foodstuffs in the village, a long-established butcher's van still
delivers to the door; milk is delivered; there is a fish and chip van; and, additionally, there is
the bang up-to-date service of groceries from Tesco and other superstores via the internet.
There is, also, a library van and deliveries of fuel oil.
The sports and recreational amenities are to be enhanced by the building of a new sports
and leisure hall, a community centre. This will be built on land off the Grantham Road now
used by the football team. The village may be said to be prospering. Was this always so?
We shall see.
As to the farming tradition …. This is still a major industry operating in the village itself but
there are now inhabitants with diverse outside interests including computing, flying modern
jet fighters, and being a director of one of the nation's leading football clubs. Although the
farm work is often carried out behind hedges or high walls there are signs in the village of
that activity. Chickens stroll haughtily across the central square, sheep are occasionally
herded along the village streets, and tractors move hay about or trim the hedges. And, if
you are visiting one of the pubs, the chances are you may overhear some ' farm talk '.
For our last look at
, what about the links with our neighbouring communities?
The village is now well provided by a network of roads that can take us to other villages or
the main town in our area, Grantham. What was the influence of this ancient and famous

town on the lives of the past Skillington villagers? And, when we travel to Colsterworth,
perhaps to the doc

“The Abbey” - the moated manor house near the Church as it is now

Skillington’s

manor house. A view from Colsterworth road

Home Farmhouse on Middle Street. Originally probably the demesne
farm of the manor. Among some of the village’s most colourful families who lived here in the past were the Christians.

Cottages at the bottom end of Lords Lane

Listed barn seen from across the garden of Far House at the corner of
Grantham Road.

The Dovecote, a listed
building near to The Abbey. These were often
built as an adjunct to a
manor house to provide
birds for the table.

In the following chapters, as we move steadily back in time, we will meet many of the
villagers of Skillington and some people who lived just outside our parish borders but who
contributed something towards making Skillington what it is today. The photograph below
perhaps typifies the hope and enthusiasm that we have reached at the second millennium
and that is to take us into the future.
Sponsored at this time by the "Top pub", The Blue Horse, this team of Skillington villagers
and players from surrounding villages were to top their league.

Above: Skillington Sunday League Football Team. Top row: Dave Selby (manager), Chris Wharton, Alex Elvins, Mike Hanson, Colin Atter, Dave Allen, Tony
Fowler, Ricky De'ath, Luke Charlton, Garry Taylor. Bottom row: Matt Clint,
Craig Fyfe, Micky Blackburn (capt.), Jason Martin, Gavin Hopcroft, Ben Stafford, Steve Allen, Steve Whatley. (Courtesy of Peter Selby)

Chapter 2. End of the Millennium back to the Second World War
This period has seen many astonishing events take place and a steady flow of changes
(which soon become part of our everyday lives – and therefore get taken for granted). The
use of computers; the coming of television and its impact on our leisure habits; the astonishing range of food items available all the year round and the fridge to keep them fresh.
The even more breath-taking increase in ownership of motor cars, causing the A1 to be
built so near to the village. Fly-away package holidays. The miracle of open-heart surgery.
It is hard for some of us to imagine, also, that a person born at the time of the change to
decimal coinage is now over thirty years old!
Our monarch, Queen Elizabeth II, was crowned early in this period when her father, King
George VI, died in 1952.
At the beginning of the period, the war years, a five-pound note was a large white piece of
paper and people talked of sixpences or tanners, shillings or bobs, and florins (2s) and still
used the three-penny bit and the tiny farthing (literally a fourth of a penny) with its wren

motif. The post-war years also saw an unprecedented upward spiral of both prices and
wages. Let us take a brief look at a few of these, comparing 1975 with 1945 ….

1945

1975

Small family car

£500-600

£1,652

3-bed Semi

£2,200

£9,500

Coal per ton

£3.60

£31.50

A double blanket

£3

£11

Men's shoes

£4.50

£11

Cheese per pound 5p

42p

Beer per pint

6 1/2p

21p

Whisky

Approx £1.10

£3.40

20 cigarettes

Approx 12p

51 1/2p

Unskilled male wage £5/week

£28.50 - £30.50

Retirement pension £2.10 (married couple) £17.50 - £21.20

Fashion changed over these years, of course, particularly for women, but then, the fair sex
has always looked for new dress styles and in post war Britain their preferences have been
given full rein. It was no doubt the war years themselves which caused the introduction of
trousers being worn by females … and it also helped to push along the emancipation of
that sex, which truly began in the next period we shall look at. But, at the end of the war,
women were still not as financially independent of their men-folk as they now are and it
was this factor which often held a failing marriage together. It was many years after the
war before we had our first woman prime minister – and even this event, as previously
mentioned, has some Skillington links.
The period saw the dreadful disease myxomatosis deliberately introduced to reduce the
rabbit population and this took that particular meat off our tables for many years. Mr Bill
Meads recalls that fried rabbit was a particular favourite of the Americans based at Saltby
when they came into the Skillington pubs for a meal, and the wartime song
mentions the popular rabbit pie of those days.
But in 1953 we had the wonderful pageantry of Queen Elizabeth's coronation to relieve any
gloom, though we
getting back to normal … the Conservative government of 1951,
which saw Winston Churchill briefly back at the helm, quickly swept aside the last remaining rationing of food.
The period not only saw the
era, it saw an end to it when the Berlin Wall was torn
down. It also saw the tremendously exciting start of the "Space Age".

Below is a list of the surnames of those villagers, living in Skillington in 1997, whose
origins in the village go back to 1947 – fifty years of continuity stretching across most
of this current period. We shall try to discover in subsequent chapters whether any of these
names stretch back even further towards the origins of the village …..
Bird; Bowles; Brown; Charlesworth; Cox; Goodliffe; Gray; Hall; Hand; Hollier; Joyce; Meads;
Selby; Tomlin; Tyler; Whittle; Wright.
[Author's Note: The continuity of each surname does not necessarily show that a
has been living in the village over this period. That would prove a very difficult
exercise for most historians to accomplish. Also – and I have to admit that family trees are
very unfair to the ladies – the continuity through the female line is easily obscured because
of the change of surnames! However, we shall attempt to discover which of our "magnificent seventeen" will be found in earlier periods. It should be pointed out, too, that in this
period several family names join our quest for that with the longest continuous association
with the village. Prior to the early 70s, the Newton name is to be found. Another is the
Christian family, which finally disappears in the next period we shall consider. Others that
we may look out for as we journey back through the records are the names Barker; Bell;
Burroughs; Dolby; Duffin; Harris; Houghton; Ingleton; Johnson; Morley; Rayson; Rick; and
Robinson.]
The fact file mentioned earlier and taken from the 1991 census by South Kesteven DC
reveals that there were 244 people living in the village that year, their age grouping being
broken down thus:
0 – 15 years ……………….…44
16 –29 …………………………39
30 – 44 ……………………..…44
45 to "pensionable age" .…..73
Pensionable age ………..…..44 ( 18% )

Almost half were living in their own homes or were buying them.
statistics showed that, perhaps surprisingly, by far the largest
The
group was that involved with ' Distribution and Catering '. The original key industry of the
village, farming, (there listed as Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing), stood at only 18%. Of
the age group
, this would be 28 in number, but that figure may be too
high as some ' available for work ' (housewives) would be unemployed. We shall see later
how this compares with the census for 1901.
The Parish Council and its affairs: Browsing through the Minute Books covering this
sixty-one year period, one is struck by the way certain items continued to plague the council
members (and, presumably, the villagers also) over quite long periods. Some even cropped
up again after apparently being laid to rest - and do so even today, one such being flooding.
Other thorns in the Council's side were: Cars being parked around the central green;
Gypsies (viz. close proximity to the village); Vehicles speeding through the village; Water
supply. But the pre-eminent concern which, looking back over the intervening years can
seem amusing but must have been a grievous matter at the time, was the employment of

a gravedigger. This is a story in itself and it stretches back at least as far as 1956 when the
absence of a paid digger caused the following to be minuted, "grave-digging to be done by
anyone available at the time."!!! Then, in 1960, the gravedigger, Mr Brewster, left the village
and two years later (January 16th 1962) an Emergency Meeting of the Council was called to
hear the following …
For the funeral of one villager "considerable difficulty was experienced in obtaining the
services of a gravedigger, the clerk having contacted all the likely young men in the parish
and attempted to obtain help from Woolsthorpe, Sproxton and Stoke. Eventually,
Mr
F.Meads undertook the task assisted by Mr Thos Burroughs." [Both councillors] "All went well
until the grave was almost finished when there was a big cave-in – the whole of the northern
side. The undertaker and the two aforementioned volunteers tackled the matter manfully
and after five hours a fairly presentable grave existed. Early on Friday morning the south
side of the grave collapsed and it was only by dint of enormous efforts the funeral was able
to take place that afternoon as arranged."
The solution by the council was to increase the gravedigger's fee. But, in 1963, the incumbent gravedigger resigned. Also, it was found that graves were out of line, necessitating
pegs to be put down to cause a re-alignment. In 1965 it was found that in
it was clearly stated that 4ft-3ins was the depth necessary for a single grave … "and
to inform the gravedigger that 6ft (virtually 2 metres) was not necessary" was minuted.
Eventually, the gravedigger's job seemed to get itself resolved, possibly around 1970 when
a "new, young man was appointed" and, in that same year, "The cemetery keeper was willing
to learn to dig graves."
There were, of course, other causes for complaint, such as the smell from the Fish Well
which, it was stated in 1967, was in a "most insanitary state, full of stones and rubbish. The
smell is foul." But against these nuisances there must have been some moments of
satisfaction for the villagers and their Council. For example, electric street lighting was
approved in 1954 with the order being for 12 lamps at a total cost of £74-10s. Also, the
celebration of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953 with a 'tea for children and OAPs
' and, in recognition of that event, it was decided ' to raise money for a bus shelter.' The
building of old peoples' bungalows in 1960 must have been satisfying too, though this was
slightly held-up by a shortage of bricks!
Undoubtedly, one of the greatest benefits to the village was the improvement to the water
supply. We take for granted now our household supply of fresh, clear water, there at the
turn of a tap, yet only a few decades ago all was different, as we shall see in the next
chapter. In 1944, the Council minuted its appreciation of the working of ' the new water
scheme.' Grantham Water Company was at one time responsible and they extracted water
from springs at Little Ponton.
Having two greens can cause some confusion. The top (church) green was found to be
common land and was officially registered as the village green by 1970 when Miss Monckton
offered to have a tree planted on it. The grass on the green in the central square was cut
through the auspices of the Parish Council but its kerbstones laid by the District Council.
The PC arranged some tree pruning but permission for stalls on it rested with the higher
authorities. Was the responsibility for this central green ever resolved? See photographs
on page 44, which show the central green in its earlier years.
As to the people on the council who have represented the villagers: a full list would perhaps
be inappropriate - and rather difficult to extract from the minutes - but some stand out
for their long service. Several members of today's Council have given quite long service;

As to the people on the council who have represented the villagers: a full list would perhaps
be inappropriate - and rather difficult to extract from the minutes - but some stand out for
their long service. Several members of today's Council have given quite long service;
Chairman Michael Claxton and Mr Neville Clark have been there since at least 1988, Mr
Gerald Goodliffe and Mr Bill Meads even longer, clocking up about 25 and 35 years of service
respectively. The latter carried on the fine tradition of his uncle, Fred Meads, who was a
councillor from 1949 until his death in 1977. Mr T.Burroughs was on from 1964 to 1993 and
Mr James Whittle from 1959 to 1973 but the longest serving member seems to be Mr
Drabble who completed almost 40 years from 1952 to 1991! [Author's note: some of these
dates may be slightly inaccurate]
Other prominent villagers during this period: Now is perhaps an appropriate point in this
History to mention the older inhabitants of Skillington who have directly contributed to this
work by allowing
me to record
their own reminiscences and
memories, plus
permission
to
reproduce a few
photographs of
times gone by.
These are, Mrs
Hilda Foley (formerly Siddans)
born in the first
house up Buckminster
Lane
(now called Molland's Cottage
and somewhat
altered). Hilda,
at a "good age"
still drives up the
frantic A1 from
George Tyler seated next to Hilda Foley (nee Siddans) on the central
green.
her home in Grantham to attend Methodist functions in the village; Mr George Tyler, who
was born in 1915 in the small terraced cottage on Front Street, overlooking the central
green, where he still resides. George's book of reminiscences has made a huge contribution
to the written history of Skillington; his near neighbour, Mr Roland Tomlin; Mr 'Tally' Hand,
the oldest villager, born in 1910 in Chapel Row who, sadly, died before this history was
finished. Tally was a former farm-worker and railwayman as well as an accomplished
all-round sportsman; and his friend and 'walking companion', Mr Bill Gray, born in Blue
Town. Bill, the second oldest male in the village after Tally, was a "Postie" for many years
and set something of a record I would guess for miles travelled by a Skillington villager …
this was estimated at his retirement as 137,000 miles by cycle and 27,000 walked.
I am sure no-one would begrudge Mr Tyler having a special pat on the back for he laboriously, by hand, set down on paper several pages of his personal reminiscences (and opinions).
These paint a wonderful picture of what life in a small rural community many years ago
must have been like. Each item from this latter account is acknowledged as and when used.

Other villagers, of not quite such vintage years, have given me considerable help and they
are included in the list of acknowledgements at the end.
The village baker was Billy King. Although only a small man, he hefted around the village two
large baskets, filled with his produce. Billy was famous for his dough cakes. The shopkeeper (at the Post House, corner of Middle Street) at the time of the shop's closure was Mr
R.J.F.Kirkham. Mr Kirkham, I believe, was quite interested in the history of the village but
left before I could tap into his knowledge. The Miss Monkton mentioned earlier (in the Parish
Council minutes, presenting a tree) lived at Home Farmhouse. She was the Hon. Isabel
Monckton, daughter of the 8th Viscount of Galway and she married Baron King of Wartnaby,
Leics. in 1970. By their marriages, both she and Lance Newton thereby earned entries in
Debrett's
And what of the "home grown" celebrity mentioned in the introduction. As we shall see in
subsequent chapters, the Morley's were a ' name ' in the village from Victorian times
through to the post war period. It was after the Second World War that Mr L.W.R.Morley
really hit the bigtime in the business
world,
however. It was
his ideas and his
dogged determination in the face
of sceptical experts that led to
the formation of
the well-known local
company,
Vacu-lug, in 1950.
This is based at
Gonerby Hill just
outside
Grantham but by
1972 it had 80
plants in 50 countries
overseas!
How
did
this
amazing success story come about?
To quote from the company magazine: "In 1947 Mr Lewis Morley was carrying out experiments to find an efficient and economical method of reconditioning the unusual sizes of
tyre fitted to American earth-moving and agricultural equipment, which had been brought
into this country under a lease-lend agreement during the latter part of WW2. To have
remoulded these tyres, a wide range of different types and sizes of mould would have been
needed; these were not available in Britain and would have been exorbitantly expensive to
obtain. There was a need for a method of reconditioning off-the-road tyres in order to
reduce imports of new units from the States and economise in the use of rubber, of which
there was then a world shortage. Mr Morley felt a more sensible approach was to apply new
rubber only to that part of the tyre which suffers wear during use, i.e. the lugs, and to apply
this pre-formed lug rubber by hand, thus obviating the need for moulds."
Despite the opinion of the trade and of rubber engineers, who thought this impractical, Mr
Morley was not convinced and he contacted Mr Rawls of Ohio who was carrying out parallel

experiments. In 1949 experiments were completed and re-lugging went into production. In
1968 all patents, rights and trade-marks were purchased outright by the
British company. They even became associated, if obliquely, with the Concorde program –
it was Vacu-lug who supplied the tyres for its tow vehicle!
..……..
The Newton family made a huge impact on the farming history of the village and its
members not only provided employment for many villagers but also contributed enormously to the social life of the community. The surviving son, Joseph Robert (known to some as
Joey) lives just a few miles away in Leicestershire's Stonesby and still farms on the other side
of our parish border at Saltby. It was his father, Lance, who farmed extensively in Skillington
until his death in December 1969, taking over from Fred and Fanny. We shall look at the
Newton family tree and perhaps be surprised at some of the things history will reveal about
this prominent village family.
Going back to the war period itself. One of the major fund-raising causes, as might be
expected, was for the Armed Forces. The Grantham Journal had an unusual snippet about
were
Skillington from those austere times…. "6 bananas
put up for competition and realised £3-10s. Winners were Mr G.Kettle and Mrs Bryan." The
W.I. sent parcels to the ' five lads who have joined ' in 1940. Also actively fund-raising, the
Journal informs us, but this time for the Methodists' Funds, were carol singers who obtained
£1-15s from a house-to-house collection. The church, not to be outdone, had its soloists
Messrs A. Elmwood and E. Tyler, with choirboys and the Vicar, sing some ' old and beautiful
carols.' To round off Christmas of that first year of the war, "Scholars attending St James'
at the vicarage" and the adults too had a Christmas
Sunday School had a
Party. Mrs F.A.Newton had "kindly invited ladies of a working party to a tea in the village
hall."
One can find many other news items referring to the people of Skillington in the war-time
editions of the Journal (copies of which are on micro-film at Grantham Library). Readers
remembering those days will probably recall some typical advertisements which accompanied such news …. If one had ' a cold, chill or flu ', Beechams powders at 21/2d were the thing
to take; Smokers' Fur required Phillips's Dental Magnesia; "You bet I'm feeling fit again"
indicated that Lifebuoy Toilet Soap had been used; and "Doctors and nurses recommend
California Syrup of Figs" for those wishing for a regular toilet habit.
By the end of the war there were recipes telling us how to use that war-time commodity
, but, if you wanted the real McCoy, eggs had risen from £2 per
in 1941
(perhaps people ate a lot of eggs in the early war years!) to 6s per dozen. [Now they are 62p
per dozen].
Enclosed by these ads, Skillington's Women's Voluntary Service, W.I. and Methodist Guild
were some of the groups mentioned. Whist experts appear to have been Mesdames Bird
and Charlesworth, Private L.Tyler and Messrs R.Parkin jun. and A.Whittle.
Mr Bill Meads was but a boy when his father, Logan, took over the Blue Horse pub just before
the war broke out. At that time it was simply a "beer house" with no bar and no spirits for
sale. What was worse, during the war years, beer was rationed to the pubs so, Mr Meads
senior came to an arrangement about opening nights with the neighbouring Cross Swords
to eke out the ration. Beer was fetched up from the cellar to the Tap Room, which had a
paved floor and two very solid wooden tables, all of which required scrubbing each day.
Even the Meads's kitchen was open to the public and Bill remembers that some characters
were not averse to sneaking a morsel from the plate of one of the family as they ate!

As well as the locals (about a dozen on a good night), Forces personnel, both officers and
other ranks, came over from the Saltby air base* to the pubs. To start with these were
British airmen or Australians and Canadians but some villagers were in for a novel experience – their first close encounter with a coloured man. Mr Bill Meads remembers that the
first black Americans to visit sat in a row, with the villagers sitting facing them with some
bemusement. But, although there were many sad moments during the war, when airmen
who had become familiar faces failed to return from a mission, there was plenty of laughs
and good humour to relieve the tension. One such incident was when Bill's father discovered
one morning that revellers from the base had all thrown their caps up onto the roof. This
caused enough amusement on both sides for it to be repeated. They probably had a good
singsong too for, although the pub had no piano at first, this was soon rectified and the Blue
Horse even ' imported ' a pianist from Grantham, a Miss Rylette.
One thing which
astounded the Americans, though, was our war-time austerity, rationing and the lack of
"essentials" …. sugar for example. Mr Meads tells of the Americans who came in asking for
coffee. When told there was coffee (or tea?) but no sugar, they were temporarily thrown
out of their stride - but then leapt into their jeep to return soon with a whole sack full. Bill
says he had never seen so much sugar! (* see photograph of Saltby airbase and details of
units stationed there in appendices 1 and 2).
But, inevitably, wars bring tragedy and heartbreak and Skillington village could not escape
this. In St James church is a simple, wooden-framed list of those who fought "for King and
or
Country" in WW2. Some are marked as being either
. Red crosses by three names indicate those who made the ultimate sacrifice. The
29 listed are :-

Terence David Goodliffe (Leicestershire Reg.)
James Christopher Dolby (RAF)
James Trevor Whittle (RASC)
Leonard Charles Tyler (Lincolnshire Reg.) POW
Ronald Ballam (RAC) POW
Norman Richard Meads (RASC)
Clarence John Parkin (RE)
Eric William Morton (RM)
Thomas William Gray (RE)
Francis Leonard Elswood (RN)
Ivor Guy Vaughan Fowler (AFC) - Killed in Action
John Newton (RAF) * - Missing in Action
Peter Erskine Fowler (RAF)
William Stafford (RN)
Phyllis Mary Bryan (WAAF)
Frances Margaret Bryan (WAAF)

Charles Reginald Parkin (Inniskilling Fusiliers) - Killed in Action
John Whittle (REMC) [RAMC ?]
Jocelyn Abel-Smith (Nottinghamshire Yeomanry) POW
Frank Albert Whittle (RASC)
Marjorie Tyler (ATS)
John Harold Elswood (MN)
Hilda Mary Tyler (WRNS)
Albert Elmswood (Fleet Air Arm)
Stanley John Goodliffe (Lincolnshire Reg.)
Ernest Edward Atter (Coldstream Guards)
George Robert Kettle (Lincolnshire Reg.)
William Arthur Selby (Lincolnshire reg.)
Ernest Newton Tyler (REME)

* John Newton's parents, Fred and Fanny, had a special plaque hung in the church in
memory of the loss of their youngest son, who, flying with Coastal Command, was lost over
the North Sea. Although in a reserved occupation, John had volunteered for duty.
On a happier note: I am sure many servicemen or women must have received medals
during the war, however, one member of Skillington's community received special recognition for his bravery
… Fred Meads was awarded the British Empire Medal in
1946 and this was later presented to the church by his widow and, as he was the Captain of
Bells, it is displayed in the belfry. The act of heroism was the rescue of crew members from
a crashed and loaded bomber. What were the details of this crash? …
Due to wartime reporting restrictions some of the details following were deduced by other
researchers. It is thought that the bomber was an American B17, therefore not from Saltby
airfield. It is unclear whether it crashed due to bad weather or engine failure but the crash
may have been at Airfield Farm. The Grantham Journal for Friday June 29th 1945 gives this
further information: "When an aircraft carrying a crew of nine, and laden with bombs,
crashed in a field a few miles from Grantham, five airmen were thrown clear, but four were
trapped. For the part they played in the rescue operations, Albert Barker of Sproxton and
Fred Meads of Skillington, both ironstone labourers, employed by the Stanton Ironstone Co.,
have been awarded the B.E.M. (Civil Division). Barker and Meads … entered the plane. They
found one airman with two bombs lying across his body and another pinned down by a
bomb. They removed the bombs, and, with help, extricated the injured men and carried
them to safety." Part of the plane was on fire and bombs and bullets were strewn
everywhere. The injuries to some crew members were horrendous. Two of several others
to help out with the rescue and to receive commendations for Brave Conduct were Skillington's J.Duffin and G.Goodliffe. I am sure everyone would agree that this was bravery of the
highest order.

To finish this section about the villagers themselves, a remarkable record of longevity for a
family passing on its trade within the family is probably set by both the Meads and Selbys
… the former providing butchers for the community and the latter being blacksmiths. Both
!
these have given good service

The new developments mentioned at the beginning of chapter 1 were carried
out by Hazel Homes of Leicester and by Rochford Homes with planning commencing in 1988
and completion in the year 2000. Altogether 20 new houses and seven barn conversions
were completed in this period, with access off Middle Street and Back Lane. Planning
conditions stipulated that they must fit in with the conservation aspect of the village and
this they do quite well. The main criticism which might be levelled is that they were aimed
at a higher part of the property market than that necessary but neglected lower end,
so-called starter homes being essential to younger couples and even single people wishing
to own their first homes. Be that as it may and aside from some initial opposition to the size
of the development, they are now a part of Skillington's history and the newcomers who live
in them will, hopefully, take their place alongside the older residents whom we shall meet in
these pages. One of the tasks of the Parish Council was to fight to reduce the initial number
of houses proposed and this they did with some success.
During this post-war period many of the older houses were demolished. These included the
Old Bakehouse, which stood at the church end of a line of terraced cottages in Poke Row (see
), as well as several other adjacent cottages. (See photomy later comments on
graph, page 70). One dwelling which is still occupied but has changed its function, is Red
Berry Cottage at the top end of The Square. This formerly served as a surgery two days per
week until 1989, with Dr Stafford providing the service until his retirement, when Dr Bamber
transferred this practice to Colsterworth. It was known then as
.
The seven
in the village which are listed buildings are … the first two at the
Grantham Road end of Poke Row (and which stand slightly farther back than the three
nearer to the church); "The Abbey" (Manor House) and the other Manor House adjacent to
Tyler's Farm; Tyler's Farm itself; Weston's Farm; and the Old Vicarage (now called "Skillington House"). The large house on Middle Street called
is also quite old. A
partially broken off shield on the end wall of the house informs passers-by that it was built
in 1843 but, clearly, the part farthest from the road is older. We shall look at some of these
dwellings in more detail later.
Weston's Farm and the unlisted Home Farmhouse have another claim, this made by people
who have previously been inside them …. They are accredited with being haunted. Although
I have no details of the haunting of the latter, Peter Selby gave an eerie first-hand account
of the haunting of Weston's Farm from when he was a boy and his family lived there. Firstly,
his younger brother, when playing alone in the large, deep cellar under the house would be
heard talking to "someone". When Peter was upstairs and his mother downstairs on one
occasion, both heard someone
cry out "Mrs Selby". This could not be traced.
But, even more eerily, Peter saw a floating candle on the landing pass through a wall. All
this adds up to a quite spooky saga.
Other buildings: The plan for the proposed community centre has been displayed to
villagers and comprises a large brick-built structure featuring a main hall, committee room,
storage room for sports equipment and changing rooms and showers. It is certainly an
ambitious project far exceeding the amenities previously offered jointly by the former
village hall and the Football Club's changing facilities.

The village hall for many years was the old school (see photograph on page 69), almost the
first building one meets upon entering the village from Colsterworth and unmistakable. Its
period as a school ended in December 1972 when the twelve remaining pupils left, each with
a £1 pound Savings Certificate and with gifts to the staff, comprising Mrs Whittle, Mrs
Marriott and Mrs Norris, being presented by ' ever-willing helper, Mrs Meads ' (from Mr
). The reason it ceased to function as a school for the children
Cryer's
of Skillington was because of dwindling numbers and the opening of a primary school at
Colsterworth. It was sold in 1996 and converted into a private dwelling house. We will trace
the history of the school back to its beginnings in later chapters.
The Methodist Chapel has recently been re-carpeted (a glorious red!) but otherwise had few
changes to its appearance during this period. St James's church on the other hand has had
some restorational work done over the years, which, considering its antiquity, going back
at least a thousand years, is only to be expected. The church building, of exceptional age,
will be examined in more detail later but Mr Neville Sharpe points out that the belfry roof
still has the holes in it through which bell ropes once passed, probably in the time of the Rev
Hudson.
The non-residential buildings and structures which are ' listed ' are …. The church itself; the
barn standing behind the two Church Street listed dwellings, at right-angles to Church
Street (photograph page 10); a barn near to the Abbey; the dovecote near to this (photograph on page 10); barns/stables which are part of Tyler's Farm; the stump of the cross on
the top green (photograph page 7); and, intriguingly, a gravestone near to the porch of the
church (photograph page 111). There is a map showing these in the booklet available at the
church.
Already mentioned is the village shop (photograph page 69) and this, now called
, functioned as a shop long before this period. Mr Tyler names J. Dooley and
W.Goodacre as other former proprietors. Although it looks little changed now from some
early photographs, Mr Bill Meads recalls it having two petrol pumps.
The recent large housing project, described previously, incorporated a reminder of the village's past - a new street named Fish Well Close and the associated monument
to the old Fish Well, erected by the builders, which stands near its entrance. Unfortunately,
the monument bears no resemblance to the original well (see photographs on page 26). We
shall see how important to the village's past was the Fish Well. This ancient feature stood
at the edge of the field now covered by houses and the same field also had a trackway
leading to the rear of Jackson's Farm (the bed and breakfast accommodation on Middle
Street now renamed Jackson's House). Another road whose name was approved by the
council in recognition of the past digging for stone, which took place at a number of sites
around the village, was that of Stonepit Lane. There are some earthworks just inside a field
on the right down Buckminster Lane. Perhaps these were originally stone pits also? The
enclosure and field names maps, shown later, seem to bear this out. In a later chapter, a
look at the enclosures of 1797 will show clearly where the six pits existing at that time stood.

The road which crosses the Colsterworth/Stainby Road, linking the A1 directly with Buckminster and forming much of the southern boundary of the parish, is the quaintly named
Crabtree Road. One could easily imagine that it had earned its name from the growth of
crab apple trees along its hedges – along the water tower stretch, I would estimate in excess
of fifty trees still exist. But Mr Dennis Meads says these were not planted until
the
ironstone mining had ceased. It would appear that we must look to a Mr Crabtree, in whose
honour this road's name was given. We may get a clue as to who this gentleman was later.

It is at present the Skillington villagers' main route to Buckminster but this was not always
so. Also, it was not always quite as straight as it is now. A distinct loop into the neighbouring field, just after one turns right towards Buckminster, was ' ironed out ' in the post war
years. The full proposal for road alterations in this area at that time (the 1960s and 70s),
due to forthcoming quarrying, included the permanent closure of a road from Woolsthorpe
to Buckminster crossing the Stainby Road and having a junction with the Crabtree Road.
Its junctions were approximately at the two quarry (now landfill site) access gates. The only
remaining sign of that road is the still-visible start at Woolsthorpe where it ends abruptly at
a gated field. In addition, and of more concern to Skillington, was the proposed re-routing
of the Colsterworth Road (previously called Mill Lane) and the road to Stainby. This would
have re-positioned the crossroads several hundred metres towards the A1. This latter
modification was never carried out, however. See map overleaf.

Finally, on road names during this period. On maps of the early 1900s (see page 53) Church
their
Street and Colsterworth Road were jointly referred to as Far Street. Maybe this
original name, and yet, strangely if this was the case, the 1901 census lists properties on
Colsterworth Road yet gives no mention of Far Street – the census does not refer to Church
Street either, it has to be said. But all this occasioned the Parish Council to caustically note
in its minutes for November 1976 that it did not recognise this title as it had always been
and should remain Church Street (but, this does not seem to be so).
The house built on the corner of Church Street and Grantham Road still bears witness to
this aberration (if such it was), however …. it is called Far House. As to Poke Row: I assumed
that this was the name of the line of terraced cottages at the bottom end of Church Street
(although this seemed to conflict with the 1901 census, which includes the Reading Room in
the buildings between Far
Poke Row). My local historians say that Poke Row was in fact
House and up to and including the old Reading Room which lie along Church Street! I have
not been able to find out from where or when the curious name
came although one
tale claims that it dates to when women in the houses
along Church Street washed their clothes in an open stream there and "poked the clothing
into the water"???. The later map of field names, however, shows the paddock named as
Poke Close so, perhaps this was the origin? Was there ever a Mr Poke?

Author's sketch of road changes to the south of Skillington
Before the recent extensive building work took place, paddock land, allotments and
barns stood on the central paddock site and the aerial photograph facing page, taken
sometime just before work commenced, shows the scene that villagers knew pre1990 along Middle Street. There were also some allotments and orchards. One
feature already mentioned, which stood just inside the paddock – and marked now by
a modern monument – was the celebrated
. The Archaeological Department
of the University of Leicester did a ' watching brief ' as building work in the paddock
proceeded and part of this was an examination of the Fish Well. They kindly sent me
a copy of their report
(which is also lodged
with
Lincolnshire
Records Office) and,
like me, seem to
have been a little
puzzled by the name.
Most villages had
from mefish
dieval times which
gave the settlements
a valuable supply of
food but wells are
usually built above
springs to supply
clear drinking water.

The Report speculates that the
pond on the other side of the
road may have been the original fish pond but that later
generations confused the
nearby well with being the
home of fish, perhaps some
wag transferred several fish
across the road to a new home
in the well. Their photographs
on page 26 show the well at the
time of house building (1998).
It was capped by a large slab
of concrete and had a trough.
The archaeological team was
unable to discover the original
depth of the well as it is largely
filled with debris and neither
could they date it. In addition
to an examination of the well
they looked at the paddock
features as they were revealed
by diggers. They found signs
of habitation in this core part of
the village dating from fairly
recent times to medieval days.

Skillington's
. (By courtesy of University of
Leicester's Archaeological Team). Above: General view
looking south-west. Leicester's Archaeological Team).
General view looking south-west.

The finds included the remains of buildings and a medieval wall as well as shards of pottery
some of which were also dated back to the medieval period. (See the plan of finds taken
from the Report, page 27).

A close up

Aerial view looking northward across Middle Street showing something of the fields and
barns which stood on part of the Hazel Homes building site, where Paddock View and Barn
End now exist. The foreground development became Hopewell Plantation (built by
Rochford Homes). The left foreground shows Jackson's House, formerly Jackson's Farmhouse. The part of this house lying along Middle Street is quite old with the wing at right
angles having been added at some later date. Lance Newton once lived in this house.
(Courtesy of Judy Lord.) Apologies for the quality of this reproduction

It is a good thing that the Parish Council obtained the paddock field between the new
development and Church Street, for that act has preserved a pleasant buffer zone of
green. But the top part of the paddock, which is still privately owned, has some strange
mounds or earthworks – these may well be signs of further dwellings. Overlooking this
paddock area, towards the upper end of Church Street, is another instance of conservation
… three mighty chestnut trees, complete with preservation orders.

University of Leicester's Archaeological Department's finds at Hazel Homes's building
site.

And what of the Cringle Brook itself? Without a handy source of fresh water the village
of Skillington would, almost certainly, not have been founded.
itself means
winding and is not unique to Skillington. The brook has three sources (springs) marked
on maps. Two of these originate just over the Leicestershire border in Buckminster and
these two merged streams cross Buckminster Lane just before the power sub-station.
Out of curiosity I followed the Cringle Brook to its third source, the one that actually lies
within our parish. The photograph overleaf shows what, I like to consider, is its present
source, gurgling out from a large clump of rush-like grass. But, if one looks up the field,
away from Skillington, it is evident that the original source lay further along – and it
carved out a fairly deep valley along the years. So, I followed this old stream bed, along
a field, where sheep were grazing placidly in the sunshine, to its very disappointing end
… a tip containing the remnants of some vehicle and other recent rubbish. Amongst
this detritus of our modern age, the spring briefly sees the light of day - and all that is sad
about the second millennium's rubbish problem. No wonder it dives underground again
for a further field's length! What was doubly sad for me was that, over the rim of this tip
was a wide path, claiming to be an environmental country walk-way, leading from
Buckminster Lane. Near to this source is the base of a small building. This is said to be
that of a pumping house which once fed water up to a tank near to the church.

This clump of reed-like grasses conceals the spot where Skillington's
source of Cringle Brook lies

An uncharacteristically straight stretch of Cringle brook before it
crosses Colsterworth Road. The trickle of the photograph above has
been reinforced by the stream from Buckminster's two springs.

One object, a relic typical of many villages, is the remains of the cross standing on the
green near to the church. We shall discover that it is very old indeed …. yet, it still
managed "to get itself moved" across the village from near to the central green to its
present home! This is deduced from looking at O/S maps but it is an arguable fact
subject to confirmation … some people believe the "site of cross" on these maps is in
error and that the cross has always been on the upper green. I have more faith in the
Ordnance Survey cartographers and this view seems to be confirmed in
vol 12, p 146 (Grantham
Library). About the cross it states … "formerly it stood on the village square." The old
photograph I obtained from Bill Whittle, picturing children resting at this stump of a
cross (page 68), shows the base as a jumbled
pile of stones, so obviously this was taken
before a neatly cemented base was built and,
perhaps, not long after its move. What was
the purpose of the cross, some readers may
wonder. We shall look into this, at around the
time the cross was erected, in chapter 6 - but
that is an extremely long time ago and we
have a long way to travel before that event.

Another ' relic ', this time of the war years, is still to be found in the hedgerow by the
cemetery and it looks down onto the fields between Skillington and Sproxton (or Buckminster) but no longer with its original menace: it is a pill box.

The hideous outbreak of foot-and-mouth, which struck hard at the livelihood of
farmers across the country, did not, fortunately, occur in Skillington itself, although a case
was reported in the nearby Leicestershire village of Stonesby. Of course, it restricted animal sales and movements, but the overhanging fear born by farmers can barely be imagined by those outside farming. However, national outbreaks of diseases among livestock
are not recent phenomena, as we shall see. A routine measure to protect sheep from
certain diseases, the sheep dip, is also to be found in most villages where these animals
are reared and Skillington is certainly one such. They are frequently shown on O/S maps
and for Skillington, one is shown up Park Lane, between the church and The Elms; another
was down by the brook and yet another was to be found at the (former) farm at the corner of The Square and Church Street.
The post war years have seen big strides in intensive farm methods. One such boon must
have been the coming of the combine harvester, which goes through the whole range of
processes involved in gathering cereal crops, short of boxing up a finished product and
inserting a plastic toy. Mechanisation in many forms has taken over farm work in this
period – as has paper work! The spraying of crops with insecticides is now established too
but is probably of more concern to the general public than to those engaged in farming.
Sometimes the reforms dealt with in the following chapters brought severe hardship to the
poorer classes that once worked the land - as well as big profits to the wealthier - as we shall
see.
The main cereal crops grown in the parish of Skillington are barley and wheat and the
predominant livestock is sheep. An estimate of the number of the latter, given by one farm
worker, is that there were at least a thousand breeding ewes on Skillington land when the
Newtons were still farming here in the '60s.
A further consequence of the foot-and-mouth epidemic was a complete closure to the
general public of Lincolnshire footpaths. This affected Buckminster Lane (pathway) leading
out of the village as well as other footpaths. It also affected tourism and associated
businesses and one interesting outcome was the decision of the present proprietors at the
in this bed and breakfast house's title
aforementioned Jackson's House to cease to use
because the tourists from America still associate British farms with the disease.
One link with the distant past, which is still carried on in Skillington
and many other villages, is the traditional feast week celebrations which take place in the
summer (Mr George Tyler says July 19th or thereabouts). Last year saw a marquee erected
at Tyler's Farm and events there included music from an Irish folk group and a meal in the
evening with traditional games such as skittles during the day. In earlier years fairground
attractions were imported onto The Square's green and to Snow'sYard, Kitty's Paddock
and Rush Close.
The pull of television has not prevented some of the older pub games from attracting a
clientele dedicated to certain games. Just before I commenced this History I noted that the
Blue Horse's team of crib players was topping the league table. Also, of course, a village
pub's darts team is a must. For how long have these games (plus dominoes) been played
in Skillington, you may wonder? Well, the latter originated in China and was not brought to
England until the 1700s; Cribbage was invented by the English poet Sir John Suckling c 1630
- 40; darts is even earlier and is thought to have started from when archery practice at the
butts was compulsory, the men using broken arrows and throwing them at the target. The
board numbering came in Victorian times, however.
The most vibrant part of the village's sporting life in recent years, though, may be said to be
Skillington Football Club. Playing attractive football (when I watched them play), the Club's

team has just switched from the Grantham and District Sunday League to the Melton and
District League. (Sunday football: another innovation of this period!) Although the strip
shown on page 11 is blue and white, it varies in the present years according to the wishes
of differing sponsors but originally it was Arsenal-style red and white. See also team
photographs on pages 32 and 33.
The football team had its cynics in the past, however, and one of these – I believe not long
after the war – penned a neat little verse to the landlord of the Blue Horse, where the team
quenched its thirst on occasion. Bill Meads still has this fading viewpoint on the back of
another framed verse and, written by Jack Goodliffe, it reads …
Play up Skillington, be content
The cup for you was never meant
The only cup that you will win
Is the buttercup, that blooms in Spring.
Whatever the truth of this at the time it was written, Skillington football and cricket has had
its fair share of success and many trophies have come to rest in the village. None so
fantastic, however, as the day the FA Cup came to Skillington! No, it wasn't won at Wembley
however, it was "borrowed" for a gala event in 1998 – see photograph overleaf. Strong man
Geof Capes also attended this gala!
It is quite an achievement to run successful teams given the small population of the village.
But in earlier times, Skillington's cricket team (hopefully, about to be revived) was a force to
be reckoned with. Once it was comprised of all men from this parish but the war itself dealt
a blow to its continuation. Although I have not obtained any photographs of cricketers, the
team was still flourishing in 1997 with Tally Hand as President and Club Captain Peter Selby.
, with Graham
An astonishing result in the 60s was to dismiss Barkston for only
Whittle taking seven for one!
I wonder how many Skillington villagers travelled into Grantham for their leisure-time
amusements (a ride in on the bus in 1968 would have cost 1s-11d). One attraction there
during the war years, which must have excited the attention of anyone interested in
prize-fighting, was a visit from the seemingly invincible ' Brown Bomber ', American worldheavyweight champion Joe Louis! The sports editor for the Grantham Journal recalls that
this all-time great, being stationed with American Forces near to Grantham, fought an
exhibition three-rounder in the town in June 1944.

A privilege many a football team captain would die for … Sarah Clark and her
mum hold the Axa FA Challenge Cup (yes, the genuine article) at a gala held on
Skillington's sports field in 1998.

The photograph on page 11 represented young Skillington at the second millennium,
the team being sponsored by The Blue Horse. To be even-handed, the young footballers shown here were sponsored by The Cross Swords just a few years before. The
three top right, Mike Parks, Tony De'ath and David Sharpe are from this village. (Both
photographs courtesy of Peter Selby).

Skillington Football Team, 1968 or 69. Hair was longer but shorts shorter!
Back row: David Geeson, David Selby, Gerald Goodliffe, Peter Selby, Dave
Wesley, Neil Childs. Front row: Brian White, Brian Birch, Barry Whittle, John
Townsend, Raymond Tilley. (Courtesy of John Townsend with some help with
names from Gerald Goodliffe)
The cinema in Grantham would certainly have been an attraction, especially in pre-television years. The older readers, remembering back to 1940, may recall such films as
and, during the war, George Formby in
and other films,
these providing some welcome comic relief. Errol Flynn was one of the main heart-throbs
and, towards the end of the war, the suave James Mason provided some
British glamour before going on in later years to become the definitive Rommel. But, another film star of the same era as Mason had rather special connections with Skillington
…. this was David Niven.
In an article about the village, written for
magazine in 1994, village historian Margaret Hallam (for whose help Mr Cryer also gave acknowledgement but who is now,
sadly, deceased) stated that this very popular film star would stay for weekends at The
Abbey. In both printed editions of this book I wrongly attributed this to his and the Newton
family's connection with the film industry. Mrs Freda Louth, who was at one time in service at The Abbey, has corrected me on this point. David Niven in fact visited relatives at
The Abbey, the Abel-Smiths. That he
with the Newtons in social events (shooting
and horse-riding I believe) is coincidental.
Lance Newton married Lord J Arthur Rank's daughter, Ursula. They lived at The Abbey for
a period. Both Lance and his son Joseph are noted for their association with horse racing

over fences. In his obituary in the December 1969 of the Grantham Journal, Lance Newton's positions as Secretary of the Melton Hunt Club and Chairman of the Belvoir Point-toPoint were stated.
But, if you were not into films around that time and stayed at home, then you surely lisas it was usually called). Entertainment over the airwaves
tened to the radio (or
might have included the radio soap
, or something more exciting like
with its fine introductory music
! If listeners wanted a real scare, how about
introduced by the sepulchral tones
of ' the man in black ', Valentine Dyall, at a suitably late hour.
The village continues to be split into two main religious factions …. the Church of
England worshippers, who attend the ancient church of St James, and the larger Methodist
congregation which meets at the Chapel. This History will consider how and when this
schism took place. It is a sad fact that, given the extreme antiquity of the church building
with all the past that it must embrace, the village's Church of England congregation has, at
this moment in time, declined - but spiritual beliefs transcend buildings and history, of
course. The church building itself still attracts visitors from outside the village, however,
and, following, are some of their places of origin taken from the Visitors' Book commencing in 1966. It can be seen that people have travelled from the far side of the world to admire this place of worship…..
As well as most of the villages and towns in the locality, visitors came from many of the
major cities in England. Not only from England, however, but also from Australia
(several from that country), Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Holland, Ireland, Jamaica,
Japan, New Zealand, and the United States (from Atlanta in Georgia, from Salt Lake City in
Utah and from Fort Worth, Texas). And what was their opinion of this splendid church? ….
"What a beautiful, homely church." "God bless all who worship in this well-kept, lovely old
building." "Nice to come into an unlocked church." adding, as it was the Christmas period,
"Lovely decorations." Those were some of their comments. Quite a few expressed an interest in the Reverend Charles Hudson who, mentioned earlier, was the vicar who died in
the tragic climbing accident. (We shall take a more detailed look at his death later). Interestingly, two gentlemen from Manchester wrote that they themselves "had just returned
from Zermatt after Matterhorn ascent." One visitor, though, had a special connection
with Skillington ….
Jean Robinson (at the time of the entry living in Shrewsbury) writes in 1994, "Played organ
when serving with the Land Army at next door farm during the 2nd World War. Here for 5
years." I am sure she was made welcome.
Thirty-one people are presently listed on the ecclesiastical roll in the church porch.
The vicar today is John Cook, with us since 1992. Previous incumbents back to the second
world war were … 1984 David Frank Fosbuary; 1976 Herbert Briggs (priest in charge); 1968
Vincent Paul Davies; 1955 Roy Ellis; 1949 John W.H. Sowerbutts and 1942 Leonard Sydney
are listed inside the church on a wooden
Officer. These and preceding ones
plaque inscribed "In memory of Herbert Duffin, Churchwarden 1919 – 1969".
Inside the church are many old items worth viewing but there is also the modern addition
of kneelers referred to in the previous chapter. When the Parochial Church Council pondered in 1998 just how the Millennium should be marked the suggestion that was approved was for "a kneeler to be produced which would record life in the village as far back
as possible". The design was for three separate cushions comprising thirteen individual

panels, with the motif to be used that of octagons, reflecting the octagonal shape of the
pillars in the North Aisle. A group of ladies was assembled, not all from the congregation
of St James. The 'Head of Design' was a lady with some expertise in embroidery, Jean
Wood, and her team was; Pam Black, Beverley Townsley, Gillian Burgoin, Jenny Vickers,
Freda Louth, Rona Allinson, Judith Gault, Lois Bell from Woolsthorpe, Hannah Meads, Freda
Clark, Juliet Fiennes from Colsterworth and Sandra Stoneman. (I am indebted to Jean and
Sandra for all this information). Not everyone did embroidery, some were mainly researchers. The latter job was not easy but what special difficulties did the needle-workers
face? One was to ensure that adjacent panels matched. Another was the difficulty in using a finer-than-usual stitch. Thirdly, straight lines – as on the drag-line digger and the
church representations. Those who were novices must have found this a difficult task and
I was told that a certain amount of unpicking took place. But the final splendid result is
there to see. [As a sort of cross-reference, it should be noted that an excellent book exists
about this imaginative project. It was kindly loaned to me by Jean Wood but the intention
is to lodge this at the church when its safe custody can be assured.]
The churchyard ceased to be used for burials in 1950. The cemetery site is a short walk
down Sproxton Road and this place of final rest again reflects the religious split in the village. Graves to the left of the central pathway are in ground consecrated by the Church
and therefore are of those of Church of England persuasion; those to the right are nonconformist and predominantly from the Methodist sector.
In contrast to the brand new wooden gates at the entrance to the churchyard, with a
brass plaque inscribed "In memory of Mr and Mrs F.A.Newton", is the listed gravestone,
encrusted with lichens, standing near to the porch. The excellent booklet obtainable inside
the church informs us that this was erected in memory of Rob Sewton who died in 1769
aged 76. The kneelers give us the additional information that the design – now barely discernible, as can be seen from see the photograph on page 111 – was a "Belvoir Angel".
The Newton family, as already stated, contributed much to the village, and their name will
crop up frequently as we travel through this historical record. But, are they related to Sir
Isaac Newton? This will be revealed later.
Although, like several other village institutions, the church choir is now defunct, Mr Neville
Sharpe (who himself sang in the St James choir during this present period) says that at
one time – under the Rev Ellis - a "full" choir of six men, six women and six boys, all from
the village, existed.
The Methodist worshippers gather in the attractive though rather square chapel overlooking the central green. They run a soup and sweet lunch cum chatty social hour on Tuesdays, which is open to allcomers. Additionally, they have regular rambles, outings and
flower-arranging events to maintain a friendly, welcoming contact between their devotional meetings.
The interior of the chapel is extremely pleasant and the beautiful flower arrangements are
much commented upon in the chapel's Visitors' Book. Although the overseas visitors do
not seem to have come from quite the spread of countries that the church visitors have,
there are several from America … from Provo, Utah; Elk Ridge, MD; and Akron, Ohio.
The Reverend Tony Pick of Grantham is the current Minister.
Both religious groups circulate news and events bulletins around the village community.
I feel that the connection between Saltby Airbase and Skillington village during the war years was so much more than the fact that the main runway crossed the Vi-

king Way onto our parish land. More than airmen merely using Skillington's pubs. The
two were interlocked in the same struggle against a Nazi future and, therefore, the men
who were stationed there share our village's history. In recognition of this I have included
the aerial photograph of the base (see appendix 1), taken by the USAAF in 1944, and list in
Appendix 2 the units stationed at Saltby. There is a recently formed Saltby Airfield History
Group and this information was supplied by one of its members, Don Stewart.
One decree which came in for the duration of the Second World War and which affected
Skillington, was that church bells should be silent. How pleasant now to hear them again
during the fortnightly Friday evening practice sessions. Some of the history of the bells of
St James church comes later but, for this period, information about bell ringing was given
to me by former villager (born in Skillington) Mr Neville Sharpe, now living at Barrowby. Mr
Sharpe is not only an enthusiast but a living encyclopaedia of bell ringing at St James.
These bells, he asserts, have a very fine tone and have probably had more 'special' peals
rung on them than any others in the land.
The usual standard maximum number of changes is 5,040 (42 x the maximum for five
bells, 120) and 58 of these had been rung by the year 2000. The approximate time for this
feat is 3 hours! Mr Sharpe is the only born and bred Skillington villager to have taken part
in such a rendering although former landlord of The Cross Swords, Cyril Wright, also did
this. One of these occasions, in 1965, interestingly saw the visit to Skillington of the Rev
Charles Hudson's great-granddaughter for the ringing, that year being the 100th anniversary of his death. Both of these Skillington ringers later taught other villagers the skills of
campanology but, as with the cricket team, a home-bred band is now defunct and St
James imports its ringers from Colsterworth. Plaques exist in the belfry in recognition of
three of these performances. The most recent of these was on Friday 27th March 1981
when the effort took 2 hours 47 minutes. The ringers were – Treble: Muriel Pinchbeck; 2nd,
Frederick William Pinchbeck; 3rd, Anne Cooke; 4th, Paul Needham and Tenor, Neville Sharpe.
Neville was the first local ringer to conduct a peal (the first). For readers with a special interest in bell ringing, the weights of the St James bells are …
1. 4cwt 0qtr 4lbs, 2. 4cwt 1qtr 0lbs, 3. 4cwt 3qtr 24lbs,
4. 5cwt 3qtr 0lbs and 5. 6cwt 3qtr 25lbs
Thus, the total weight born by the beams of the belfry is 1.3tons
Although on the page 48 photograph these bells seem enormous, their combined weight is
only approximately one-tenth that of the famous Big Ben in London.
Interestingly, Mr Sharpe tells us that often a peal has a sound special to the bells used and
thus bears the name of its origin. There was, hence, a "Skillington" doubles peal in 1986 in
memoriam to Mabel Meads. This took 2hrs 40mins.
An amusing anecdote from Mr Sharpe relates to when Fred Meads was Captain of Bells.
He wished to ring the old year out and the new in but some members of his band (who
shall remain unnamed) were too busy imbibing to turn out so, the disgusted Fred retired
for the night. Imagine his fury when he learned the next day that his recalcitrant ringers
rung in the New Year
.
Another wartime measure saw iron railings taken away for the ' war effort '. One old photograph (not reproduced here) shows what they looked like when still in place in front of
The Cross Swords inn. The blackout and rationing were other measures to hit the village.
The war also brought in a large number of "outsiders" …. it brought in the Land Army girls

(some of these were billeted at Home Farmhouse); it brought soldiers in anti-aircraft units
(Mr John Selby says these were billeted off Buckminster Lane and that they operated guns
and a search-light battery); and, later in the war, came some of the losers – German POWs
– who were encamped by the Manor House. One of this number, according to Mr John
Selby, left behind some mementoes of his skill with wood … items of furniture which he
made. I wonder if any villager still has an example?
……..
By the 1960s an enterprise, originally outside the parish but eventually at the heart of village life, drew to a close and its colossal impact on the village was soon all but lost to the
newcomers of the Second Millennium. This was the end of ironstone quarrying in the village. The origins of Skillington, and the many centuries that have elapsed since that obscure time, show that the sustaining force behind the survival of the village was cultivation
of the land, farming in short. However, a new dimension came to the parish during the
period beginning around the First World War and this lasted almost to the present day.
This was a different and violent use of the land. This was the extraction of valuable ironbearing stone.
by Eric
The book
Tonks includes a detailed account of the mining in the Skillington area. The following is
extracted from this book.
The Holwell Iron Co, later Stanton Ironworks, negotiated the lease of a vast acreage of the
Buckminster Estate from the Earl of Dysart as a result of which quarrying for ironstone
began in the area at Stainby, with the
first shipments of ore being despatched
in 1917. Frodingham Iron and Steel Co.
sank a trial shaft in an old limestone
quarry one mile south-east of Skillington.
They then negotiated the lease of land
from Mr C.H.Turnor's estate and a quarry at Colsterworth dispatched ore circa
1921. Gradually, new or extensions to
existing quarries developed in an anticlockwise direction moving from Woolsthorpe and across the fields south of
Crabtree Road. This quarrying took
place from 1943 to 1972. A railway system was laid down by the Great North
At first identified as "Marion", the drag-line
Railway to take the ore to Scunthorpe.
digger at work on the Cringle Quarries off SkillThese tracks, now disused, all lie to the
ington's Colsterworth Road c1950 is actually a
south of the parish and, apart from one
converted Ransome & Rapier 5160 (info from Mr
landfill site, the fields have been replaced
Dennis Meads).
and bear crops.
To begin with on the edge of the parish, this activity suddenly stepped well and truly into
the village area when, in 1936, a cone-shaped quarry was excavated in the fields above
Cringle Brook on land leased from the estates of Mr C.H.Turnor and Sir H.F.J.S.Cholmeley.
The top of the cone abutted the Colsterworth Road (Mill Lane) and the bottom ended at the
locomotive shed, between Crabtree Road and Buckminster Lane. This was worked up until
1957. An extension was worked from 1943 to 1952 across the Colsterworth Road, (see

photographs facing page). These joint workings were known as the Cringle Mine. Final
closure was completed in 1962.
A loco track ran through the middle of these workings, crossing the Colsterworth Road
just above the brook, but it is hard to find any trace of this now although the concrete
base of a loco shed apparently lies beneath bushes there. The long row of
trees in the field on the right (leaving
the village) marks the line of the disused quarry.
The cutting running under the bridge
on the Grantham Road, shortly before
the Stoke turn, which I took to be a
disused rail track, was, in fact, a lorry
road (known to miners as the M1)
. It ran from the
which was
Woolsthorpe tip and sidings to a proposed site at Pasture Farm.
That this industry provided muchneeded alternative employment for
the men of Skillington is a fact but for
how many? Mr Bill Meads estimates
about 35. It also provided work for
Italian and German POWs during
WWII.

Locomotive RSH7296. She came new to the Cringle
Quarries in 1946. Numbered 81 and bearing the
legend
, her livery
would have been light green with red and yellow
lining.

Mr Tyler, in his reminiscences, says that the village men working for Frodingham walked
or biked to work and that they were given cabins which ' they had to keep clean '.
Margaret Winn, in her book
, says that,
along with the prosperity which the mining brought, it brought also "a wonderful lunartype landscape of spoil tips known as
"!
But, to close this chapter, where
that bomb strike? It landed in a field to the north of
the village, a field off Park Lane, owned by Mr Southwood - and it not only left a huge crater, it blew out the windows of the Rectory (now Skillington House). Mr Cryer's book informs us that this occurred on Good Friday 1944.

The Selby forge off Lord's Lane sometime just after the second world war. A forge was
the hub of all engineering work in the village and absolutely invaluable to farmers. (Photograph by Derek Kirton, courtesy of John Selby)

Chapter 3. From the Second World War back to the Victorians (1939 to 1901).

For many of us this period reaches back beyond our own memories, or at least our clear
memories. Fortunately for this History there
still people alive in the village whose
memories and lives stretch back into this era and, as stated earlier, I am indebted to them
for their recollections and photographs.
The Second World War started for us, the people of Great Britain, on September 3rd 1939.
The years leading up to that had been full of foreboding at the gathering war clouds as
Hitler's armies were already rampant in Europe.
Let us remind ourselves of some of the major national events of this 38-year period. Immediately leading up to the grievous conflict to come, the year 1936 saw the greatest constitutional crisis to hit Britain for a long time. This was, of course, the enforced abdication
of the short-reigning monarch Edward VIII, who insisted on marrying a divorced American
lady and this was not acceptable to the government of those times. Thus, a king who had
been very popular as the Prince of Wales, was monarch only from January until December
when he was exiled in France as the Duke of Windsor. It was his lead in the world of fashion that saw in the Windsor-knotted tie, vee-knecked pullovers and low-cut shoes. His abdication led the way for his brother, King George VI, to be on the throne at the outbreak of
the war. And for the ever-popular Queen Mother to be with us until April 2002 (sadly, dying during the writing of this History) and to amaze us with her activity as a centenarian.
Edward came to the throne upon the death of his father George V who had reigned from
reign was, of course, the First World War.
1910. The biggest event of this period and of
We shall consider the sad impact of that bloody four-year conflict upon the families of Skillington later in this chapter.
The period also saw the demise of the "unsinkable" Titanic, impressively re-created in a recent movie and, amazingly, located and filmed a few years ago in its resting-place on the
ocean bed. It saw, also, a giant step forward for women, when the suffragettes led in reforms which allowed the vote for women (albeit only from age 30!) and the first women
Members of Parliament. The economic depression during this era led to a general strike
in 1926 and helped the Labour Party to achieve, for the first time, its aim to govern the
country.
A name to become of huge significance in a few years' time, Winston Churchill, became 1st
Lord of the Admiralty in 1911.
In 1909 the first-ever state old-age pensions were paid out …. 5s per week to over-70s with
an income of less than £30-10s per annum. Well, it was a start! I would think some Skillington residents received this.

As in the previous chapter, a brief comparative look at prices and wages …

Small car

£200

£235

2/3 bed house

£300 (2 bed)

£800 (3 bed)

Coal per ton

£1.25

£1.70

Cheese per
pound

5p

5 1/2p

Beer

6p
per pint

5p

Tobacco per
Ounce

2p

5p

Labourer's wage

£1.10

£4

Note that spirits were not generally consumed in 1901; the state pension had not been
introduced; cigarettes were not smoked in 1901; the car would have been a great luxury!
……….
In 1930 the man who revised the Newtonian picture of the Universe and Nature with his
colossal intellectual achievement,
, made a pilgrimage to Sir Isaac's
Woolsthorpe Manor. This was Albert Einstein (see page 45). Did he call in at a Skillington
pub and give locals a tune on the fiddle that he loved to play? Maybe not! I believe he
returned for the 1942 anniversary of Newton's birth but, as his whereabouts at this time
were top secret, this is hard to confirm.
Mr Albert 'Tally' Hand, who, as the oldest resident of the village, still
took a constitutional walk around the village until shortly before his death in 2002 and who,
I know, took a lively interest in the recent large building work, was born in Chapel Row in
1910. He worked as a farm labourer in his younger years and remembers one incident
from when he was a youth of about fifteen. Having worked for a year for Mr Newton, his
father prompted him to ask for an increase in wages … a further shilling-a-week to that
which he already received. The system then was for a file of workers to pick up their wages
(from a table?) but the young Tally, trembling, kept his place without moving on. The
foreman (?) enquired what was wrong and Tally nervously explained that, as he was now a
year older, he should receive an increase. His boss apparently brushed this aside by saying
that the older you get, the softer in the head you become. Tally later worked on the
railways, first on the ironstone quarries line and then for British Rail near Grantham. Aside
from his love of the hunt (which is probably where his nickname was derived from –
"Tally-ho") and his skill as a footballer and darts and domino player, Tally was a fast bowler
to be reckoned with in the all-conquering village cricket team of pre-war years. The 1939
Grantham Journal records (among other results) two victories for Skillington's cricketers,
one against North Witham and one against Bourne. Tally's bowling figures were respective-

ly, 5 for 7 and 5 for 1. Indeed, a fast bowler to be feared! The other members of the teams
for these matches were; S.Goodliffe, A.Meads, R.Ballam, F.Whittle, F.Siddons, T.Whittle,
R.Goodliffe, W.Marriott, S.Dilks, F.Lane, G.Tyler, J.Cox, C.Parkin, Corporal Sears, J.Ward,
L.Henton, E.Davies and I.Tyler.
Mr George Tyler's reminiscences of this period cover more. By his account, the school
during this time must have been at its most thriving. It had two classrooms, four toilets,
two playgrounds, two cloakrooms and two fire grates. Mrs Meads was the Head Teacher
for forty years and other teachers were Miss Turner, Miss Marvin, Mrs Wilkinson and Miss
Houghton. Forty-five boys and girls were pupils, attending from five to fourteen years of
age. In May the children plaited Maypole ribbons and went around the village singing and
selling wild flowers they had picked. Mr Roland Tomlin, another veteran villager whom I met
attending to a cemetery grave and who lives in the same row of cottages as Mr Tyler, gave
me another insight as to Mrs Meads' time as Head Teacher … she was, he says, firmly
opposed to fox-hunting and would not allow children to have time off to watch a meet of the
hunt. (See photograph, overleaf, of the meeting of the Hunt in The Square).

Mr Tyler paints a picture of village life in the early years of this period. He recalls the "old
times" fondly in his written reminiscences. They show how self-contained the village was
then, thriving in its independence. These are some of his memories ….

He recalls the bakers, W.J.King and W.Pickering, coming round the village, with a small
hand-cart or carrying large baskets, selling their "cooked meats, bread, tarts, cakes, buns,
scones and flour." Other vendors brought round "boots, shoes and clothes; pots and pans;
fish; and salt." Some of these vendors were the gypsies parked on the Viking Way. Mr Tyler
tells of one such traveller with a difference … an Elia Smith, who had a tent on Sewstern's
Green Lane and attended Buckminster Chapel. He sang and said the prayers and "had black
hair … he told me he put hedgehog oil on it." He tells us that Gypsy Smith, who was a
celebrated evangelist, was born at Epping Forest and that he preached at Skillington in June
1932 in "the open air at T.Waddington's Dutch barn off the Grantham Road, on a hot day, to
fifteen hundred people. Skillington was the only village where he preached (as) he was busy
in the towns." Accompanying this redoubtable preacher was Skillington's own vicar, Rev
Cane and also Rev Broadbent, Rev Day, Rev Hulbert and Rev Spiers. "They all had lunch at
The Abbey with the Christian family and then tea with Rev Cane."

Mr Tyler names other vendors, some villagers, some from outside the village, as …
H.Duffin and W.Whittle who had two lorries (coal was 5s a bag).
Johnny Foster, A.Brown, J.Bullimore and Tim Price.
Mr Brammer
H.Morley and S.Meads.
T.Bettle and Tim Price.
Owen Whittle of Chapel Row.
Mr Dixon was said to come from Grantham on his bike every Friday
night.
Ted (?) sold herring and K.Wilson all kinds.
Joe Greaves from Grantham came on Sunday afternoons on a bike, which had
a tub on it.

The Square in the early 1900s. There was a well on this central green which can just be
seen, enclosed by boarding, between the stackyard wall and the cottage in front of Far
House (this cottage has since been pulled down). (Courtesy of Skillington Methodist

A meet of the hunt at the lower end of The Square. This photograph must have been taken from an upper window of The Old Posthouse. The well is only just visible between the
rider top centre and the pole. Comparing dates: an examination of the flora suggests,
perhaps, this precedes the top photograph? (Courtesy of Bill Whittle).

An extract from Woolsthorpe Manor's visitors' book for 1930 recording the visit of Albert Einstein to the birthplace of Sir Isaac Newtonwho began his education in Skillington. The two signatures below
Einstein's are, I believe, those of eminent British scientists who were
his hosts. (Courtesy of Easton Estates and National Trust volunteers).

As well as the main shop on the corner of Middle Street there was a small shop down Lord's
Lane which sold sweets and pop. Mrs Meads and Tom Selby ran this according to Mr Tyler.
No farming community could be complete without the village blacksmith. Skillington had
several. Mr Tyler lists various members of the Selby family as former blacksmiths and also
B.Buxton; T.Ranby, who was blacksmith for Mr F.A.Newton; J.Talton and J.Wright who were
blacksmiths for Mr L.F.Morely. Incidentally, the legend and rhyme of the village blacksmith
standing beneath a spreading chestnut tree is founded in a truth – chestnuts are good
medicine for horse cough (they are still called horse-chestnuts, of course).
Another essential craftsman, closely linked with the blacksmith, was the wheelwright. There
was a carpenter/wheelwrights business run by W.J.P.Bell and S.Selby. Mr Peter Bell, grandson of W.J.P. Bell and now living at Woolsthorpe, has written an account of his grandfather's
and father's lives and work as the Skillington village wheelwrights. He kindly allowed me to
extract some of the details contained therein for this second edition of my History. John
William Bell actually set up his wheelwrights workshop in the next period we shall look at, in
1890. This was in a yard at the rear of the Poke Row cottages appropriately called Bell's
Yard. He lived at the 1901 census "facing the Green on Colsterworth Road" and was then
aged 38. Peter's father, James, was 8 at that time. James's training to carry on the family
trade was interrupted by his service in the first world war where he sustained a nasty bullet
wound in his back which did not, however, prevent him from carrying out some quite
arduous work in subsequent years. Some of the younger generation may not be too sure
what a wheelwright did. Basically, the job involved making and repairing everything made
from timber. This included such items as coffins, five-bar-gates, and various carts and
wagons used on farms. Peter gives a comprehensive account of the work and the workshops in his memoirs. He writes how he was absolutely awe-struck by the way a tree could
be turned into, say, a cart with its many delicately shaped pieces not the least of which, of
course, were the wheels – hence the tradesman's title. Peter's father and grandfather
turned their hands to other forms of work to supplement their main income but one item
of the woodworking skills stands out in Peter's memory … a giant stool made by his father.
This was eventually explained as being necessary as an intermediate resting place for
coffins being born to the new cemetery. He includes the additional piece of historical
information that his grandfather, John, who died in 1929, was the first person to be buried
there! As well as his memoirs, Peter Bell kindly loaned me an ancient accounts ledger which
lists many interesting transactions between Skillington (and other) villagers and their
woodworking craftsmen. This dates from 1925 to the mid 30s and some extracts are shown
in appendix 7.
Mr F.Meads, living at the Blue Horse, was the butcher and he had the all-important job of
slaughtering the pigs that so many people kept. A pig club existed in Skillington, as in most
villages. Mr Cryer gives an account of this in his History and says it met at Joe Martin's
house. When each pig was butchered – ready to be salted down for the winter's meat –
nothing was wasted. Even the bladder was used as a football! Mr John Selby reminds us
that we were not so concerned about lean cuts of meat in those days: many a cut of bacon
had inches of fat upon it and this was eaten with great relish. Mr Bill Meads also remembers
people queuing for fat from the pigs.
Villages usually had their share of 'characters' over the years and Skillington was no
exception. Mr John Selby tells of two … Fred Ingleton, who used to get a cross shaved in his
hair for Good Fridays (this would have been very unusual in those days though not now) and
another chap who was a crack-shot with a catapult. He would come into the Selby's forge
and set up a matchbox, progressively showing a side diminishing in size, but hitting it each
time with the same unerring skill!

Before the fireside entertainments of wireless and television became established, the music
provided by and for the religious groups must have taken on special significance.
Mr Tyler tells us that both the Chapel and Church factions were thriving then and the Chapel
had a "Bright hour" for the girls, a Band of Hope for the boys, a choir and harmonium. Mrs
Hilda Foley remembers too the wonderful quality of the Chapel's choir and that a band was
brought in to accompany it. Preachers came by pony and trap and were "never late"
according to Mr Tyler! He affirms that an evening service might have as many as 70 to 80
in the congregation. The Church, additionally, had its bell-ringing, of course. Mr Tyler lists
the Chapel organists/ harmonium players as Mrs Burroughs, Mrs Gray, Mrs Christian, Mrs
Evit, Mrs Southwood, Mrs Gooland and (now) Mrs Woodcock. The Church organists were
T.Ranby, T.Whittle, E.Toblin and Miss Renolds. The bell-ringers were J.Martin, A.Tyler
(George's father), C.Burroughs, T.Dolby, A.N.Sharpe and J.W.Whittle.* He also states that
Joe Dooley and Clarrie Goodland played their fiddles at the chapel. In addition to the local
religious music makers, the Salvation Army band came to the village.
* - The bell ringers may well have been inspired by the first ringing of a peal of Grandsire
Doubles – 5,040 changes – which took place on November 19th 1910. The band was from
Grantham and may have walked to Skillington. A plaque inside the belfry recording this
event tells us that the ringers were Harry Thorpe (Treble), David Overton (2nd), William
Thorpe (3rd), Albert Darnell (4th) and Joseph Lord (Tenor). It took 3 hours! During the 20s and
early 30s the bells were so dilapidated that they could not be rung. The Rev Cane, however,
organised funding for the bells to be re-hung. See photograph overleaf.

Photograph of
the bells of St
James church
at the time of
their restoration in 1936.
(Courtesy of
St James
Church Authorities,
from a photograph in the
vestry).

Outings were laid on to Skegness, Belvoir Castle and Wicksteed Park. The children would
usually have tea and then play in the village park on Sundays. The photograph on page 49
shows a Sunday School group in 1933 or 34.

Skillington's St James Sunday School Group, 1933 or 34 (Courtesy of Church Authorities, from a photograph in the vestry).
– Mrs Cane, Arthur Sharpe,
Lewis Tyler, Andrew Meads, Rev H.Cane, Bill Whittle, Mrs Selby (teacher).
– Len Tyler, Francis Elswood, Ron Ballam, Les Kettle.
– Bill Selby,
Wilf Meads, John Whittle, Albert Elswood, Peter Bell.
– Brenda Duffin,
Dorothy Meads, Mary Joyce, Ada Harvey, Florrie Selby, Betty Whittle, Dorothy
Selby, Lizzie Wing, Baby Wing, Audrey Elswood, Beryl Whittle, Madge Tyler, Florrie
Marriott.
The Grantham and District Directory for 1901 tells us that W.J.King was already the baker.
It lists also, W.H.Burchnall (of the Cross Swords inn) and T.Selby as blacksmiths; John Lyon
was shopkeeper with J.G.Royce, additionally, as grocer, draper and postmaster. Henry Tolson made boots. Carriers to Grantham on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays were
T.Roberts (who also farmed) and Arthur Wilson who, landlord then of the Blue Horse, also
kept shop. The schoolmaster was William Paulsen, the vicar then the Rev Charles William
Henry Reynolds, and the Parish Clerk R.Rayson.
A story from Mr Tyler's past perhaps exemplifies the spirit of people in those times …. He
tells of the gamekeeper for Easton Estates, called H.Mackey, who lived with (his wife?)
Mary Stanley in a cottage in a wood called The Stupes. They drew water from a spring in
the wood. Both attended Skillington Chapel, walking through a wood and across four fields
known as The Cringles, through winter and summer, to attend the service. On dark nights
they carried lanterns to light their way.
All the way from Grantham in the 1930s came a solemn, six-foot-two, staunch Methodist,
to preach at the chapel meetings. He brought along with him his young daughter Margaret, and during the visits they often had tea with the Morley family (who then were thresh-

ing machine owners). The Morleys at this time lived in the house now occupied by Mr
Claxton on Buckminster Road (Rock House), the machines being kept in his yard and in the
(present day) horse's paddock on the corner of Back Lane. This visitor's name was Alfred
Roberts and his daughter was to become very famous indeed as Margaret Thatcher (later
Baroness, Lady Thatcher), the first female Prime Minister of Great Britain.
Although Mr Tyler remembers his early years with obvious affection – despite the hard
work and a world mostly without the creature comforts we enjoy today – the lady of the
house living through those times may not have such fond memories, especially about MonAnd what a madays. This was the day of the week usually obligatory as the
jor undertaking it was! The first task was to get water boiled in the big copper vessel,
which dominated every kitchen. Successive boilings, with soap remnants and a suitable
blueing agent added, would produce a steady stream of garments and sheets. These
were then rinsed in a tub of clean water using a dolly-peg, a wooden pegged disc with a
long upright handle, which was rotated backwards and forwards with great vigour. Next,
they had to be mangled – the squeezing through two wooden rollers, geared to a handle, which would extract most of
the water.
This spotless washing – all done without any sort of washing
powders or liquids, biological or otherwise - would then be
pegged out, if the weather permitted. Pegs were probably
made by gypsies encamped nearby. The final operation
was ironing, this with flat irons heated on the kitchen range.
Both the aforementioned George Tyler and Margaret Winn
tell about this important weekly event in their reminiscences. I can just remember our copper, mangle and dolly-peg
from when I was a boy.
From the 1901 census, set out under the next heading, we
can take this summary of Skillington village's people at the
start of the period: there were 354 people of whom 190 were
males. Some may have been only children but they were
Although familiarly known usually listed as being in some sort of job from 13 years of
as a
up to and in- age. Note how the breakdown of occupations emphasises
cluding WW2, this necessary my earlier remarks about the farming status of the village
washday gadget was origi- at this time with, especially, a staggering 55 farm or agriculnally sold in the 1890s as a tural labourers (and this does not include the shepherds and
"Washing Machine", (priced horse workers)!
then at £2-7s ). Mr Bill Meads
still has one of these which Occupations directly associated with farming.
Farmer (owner occupier) ………………………6
is brought out and exhibited
Farmer (tenant) …………………………………4
at some village functions.
Foreman on farm ……………………………….2
Shepherd ……………………………………….... 4
Waggoner, horseman, groom ………………..19
Farm or agricultural labourer or ploughboy 55
And, due to the mechanisation introduced during the Victorian era, a new breed of entrepreneur had arisen half a century before this time and was now firmly established on the
farming scene …
Thrashing machine owner ………………

4

Occupations indirectly associated with farming or as part of the community structure.
Blacksmith …………………………….. 4

Wheelwright …………………………… 1

Miller …………………………………...

1

Baker …………………………………… 1

Butcher …………………………………. 1

Carpenter ……………………………….. 2

Stonemason …………………………….. 2

Shoe repairer …………………………… 2

Dressmaker …………………………… 3

Carrier …………………………………

1

Woodman ……………………………..

Laundress ……………………………..

2

3

Grocer/shopkeeper/post office ……… 2

Ironmonger (worker) …………………. 1

Garden labourer ………………………. 2

Road labourer …………………………. 1

General labourer ………………………. 3

Barmaid ………………………………..

Innkeeper* …………………………….. 2

Schoolmaster/ Assist. Teacher………. 2

Clergyman (C of E) …………………… 1

Domestic servant/ Nursemaid ………. 12

1

* - It should be noted that both innkeepers had other work. William Burchnell of The Cross
Swords was also a blacksmith and Thomas Wilson of The Blue Horse was also a butcher
and grocer.
Other occupations.
Licensed Hawker (retired) ………….….1
Commission Agents Manager …..……1
Apprentice Coach-builder ……………..1
Looking now at the social fabric of the community … where did the men of Skillington look
for their brides? Did a maid born and reared in the village take their fancy or did they
look elsewhere, and, if so, where?
Twenty-one men had wives born in Skillington. Twenty-five found their partners elsewhere ………
One each from – Colsterworth, Cottesmore (Rutland), Cuckney (Notts), Denton (Notts),
Grantham, Keyworth (Notts), Oakham (Rutland), Pickworth (Notts), Saltby and Saxelby
(Leics), Sileby (Leics), Somercoates (Derby), Stonesby (Leics ), "South" Stoke, Sudbrook,
Woolsthorpe-by-Colsterworth, Wymondham (Leics) and Wyville. Two each came from
Sproxton and Redmile both in Leicestershire but the clear winner with three brides was
Garthorpe (Leics)! Folk in the Melton area still go to Garthorpe for the point-to-point racing to have a flutter …. Maybe it was the fluttering eyelashes that were an added attraction for the Skillington men there.
The oldest inhabitant in 1901 was the widow Hannah Bosswell who was ninety-seven! She
was well ahead in years of several in their eighties and the oldest man appears to have
been retired farmer Joseph Westerdale aged 80, though the retired hawker, John Lyon, ran
him close at 79. Babies listed as being born just before the census was conducted were
Charles Meads (1 month old) and Marguerite Pickworth (5 months) with several others under one year old.

: The map facing page shows the layout of the village at the
very beginning of this period. I have tried to identify, following this on page 54, who lived in
each dwelling at the time of the 1901 census. Due to the mainly sequential system of
numbering for each household that was adopted by the census enumerator, this was not
easy. There were no clear postal addresses as there are now and the earlier 1891 census
was actually a better system, where some attempt was made at describing where each
property lay! Without the aid of some of my historical advisors, I would not have got
anywhere near. One thing is clear when one compares this census record with the last for
the next period (1891): a large section of the village was re-housed sometime during this
ten-year interval. They were moved from Back Lane to the Blue Town area, especially into
the "yards" off Lord's Lane. Although here preceding the next period we shall look at, it may
be appropriate to say that I could not determine where these Back Lane dwellings were. I
suspect they may have been about half way along, on the field side, where there are mounds
in the earth plus some old apple trees.

Skillington village c1901. Dwelling houses are coloured red and numbered as per the census return for that year. As the dwellings were not
addressed, as they are now, the main clue in matching them to the census was the sequential system used, obviously following a logical walk
from property to property. Even some of the streets differ from census
to map, however – e.g. Far Street on the map is designated Colsterworth
Road and (where Church Street is now) Poke Row. Also, the census's
"Blue Row" is the present street Blue Town; "Snow's Yard" is the first
three cottages at the top of The Square
to Snow's Yard; and
"Blue Town" is the present Chapel Row. Two of the Poke Row cottages
were unoccupied as was "Newton's Farm on the Green" (corner opposite
The Cross Swords). Local knowledge and references to the slightly different census for 1891 have enabled a fairly accurate match to be made, I
trust.

Where doubts still remain these concern the following numbers …. 5,6 and 7; perhaps 14
to 16; and finally, 75 ("Worthington's Yard"), 76 and 77 ("BottomYard").
Let us here, then, try to combine dwellings with people and see who lived at each house in
the year 1901. The numbering below follows the sequential numbering of the census return. Some modern house names have been inserted in square brackets. Compare this
with the map shown on previous page.
age 41, Schoolmaster; his wife Minnie age 40
1. Colsterworth Road. William
and their 2 sons, Harry 9 and William 7 months. Plus Alice Ingleton, a village girl age
13 listed as a servant (she was also called a ' Nurse girl '). The schoolmaster was
born at Hoveringham, Notts.
age 34, Farm Labourer; his wife Hannah 33 and
2. Colsterworth Road. John
their 2 daughters, Mary 8 and Annie 7, and son Luke 4. Nephew George Marshall
age 16 Ploughboy lodged with them.
3. Colsterworth Road. Joseph
age 33(?), shepherd; his wife Hannah age 33 and
their 2 daughters, Alice 6 and Hilda 4, and their son John 8(?) months.
age 45, shepherd; his wife Jane age 45 and
4. Colsterworth Road. William F.
children, Richard F. 19, Waggoner on farm; Sarah A. 17; Alfred R. 15, Yardman on
farm; Alice 11; and Joseph 7. Plus George Jarvis 22 boarder and Waggoner on farm
who was born at Ancaster.
age 49, Agricultural Labourer.

5. Colsterworth Road. Thomas

age 35, Yardman on farm; his wife Minnie age 34
6. Colsterworth Road. Newton
and children Lilian 11, Agnes 7, Harold 4 and Ernest 7 months.
7. Colsterworth road. Thomas
age 41, Blacksmith and wife Emily age 41 and
their children, Thomas 18, Apprenticed Coach Builder; William 16, Farm Labourer;
Caleb 14, Farm Labourer; Harold 12; Florence 9; Percy 6; and Lilian 4. Plus Herbert
Arnold age 21, boarder and blacksmith (from Flamstead, Herts)
8. Colsterworth Road [
ley).

]. George

age 62, Miller, (born in Ropes-

9. Colsterworth Road [
]. Robert E.
age 65, Farmer and grazier; his wife Georginna age 66 and daughter Annie 34 and son Frederick 23(?). Plus
two servants, Ada Jesson 21 of Eaton, Cook and Edith Duffin 17 of Skillington, Housemaid.
10. Colsterworth Road. William
and sons, George 4 and Fredrick 3.
11.

age 42, Woodman; his wife Kate age 30

Cross Swords Inn. William
age 63, Blacksmith and Innkeeper; his wife
Mary J. age 60 and their daughter, Mary E. age 27, Barmaid. Plus their niece, Edith
Martin age 16, sister-in-law Caroline Hudson age 43, and nephew James Langtry age
19, Carpenter. William Burchnall was born in Little Bytham.

12. Grantham Lane. Jane
age 62, widow and Farmer. Her 2 daughters, Margaret
age 27 and Lois age 24, Assist. Schoolmistress. Plus Jane's brother, Philip Kitchen
age 53, Agric. Labourer.

13.

Facing green on Colsterworth Rd [
]. William
age 41, Farmer; his wife Jane age 49 and their children, John 15, Horseman on farm, William 13,
and Cathleen 11. Plus William's brother, James age 39, Farmer; and Elizabeth Bailey
age 18, Domestic Servant.

age 49, Shoe Repairer (own busi14. Facing green on Colsterworth Rd. Henry
ness), born at Barkeston; and his daughter, Victoria age 13.
15. Facing Green on Colsterworth Rd. John
age 38, Joiner and Wheelwright, born at
Great Sturton; his wife Sarah age 35 and son James 8.
age 65, Road Labourer and his son, George age 32, Agric.
16. Poke Row. William
Labourer and daughter, Margaret 25, Dressmaker.
17. There was an uninhabited house here, between 16 and 17.
18. Poke Row. John
age 47, Farm Labourer; his wife Mary age 42 and their children, William 22, Farm Labourer; Thomas 21, Teamster on farm; Arthur 15, Horseman on farm; Walter 11; Ellen 11; Andrew 9; and Lewis 8.
19. Poke Row. Jane
age 40, Widow; her children, Robert 14, boy Labourer on
farm; Fredrick 11; Ethel 8; and Edwin 11 months.
20. Poke Row. Alfred
age 31, Farm Labourer from Ingoldsby; his wife Amy age
33 and their children, Francis 8; Lois 6; Tom 3; and Alfred 1.
21. Poke Row. Fredrick A.
age 41, Stone Mason from Kings Lynn; his wife Sarah
age 39; and their children, Frances13; Susan 12; Fredrick W. 8; Alfred 4; and Andrew
age 1.
age 64, Widow born in Wymondham; her mother Hannah
22. Poke Row. Rebecca
Bursnell age 97; and daughter Mary Joyce age 33; and grandchildren Lily 9; James 5;
and William 4.
23. Reading Room, Poke Row. John
age 30, Waggoner on farm; his wife
Sarah age 25 and their 2 sons, Aubrey 2 and Cyril 7 months.
24. Farm near church. George
age 65 (?), (???) Farmer and his nephew Fred
Kitchen 34, Shepherd. Plus George Joyce 14, Servant and Horseman on farm.
25. The Vicarage. Charles
age 58 (?), Clergyman, Church of England born in
Wakefield; his son, Forbes 18 or 19; niece Marion 27; and Annie Ingram 24, Lady
help, Domestic (born in Dorset).
26. Farmhouse near church. John
age 67, Farmer; his brother Page 66, Farm
Labourer; his sister-in-law Emma Bennett 53; and niece Emma 19.
27.

Christians Top Farm [
]. Louis
age 38, Thrashing Machine Manager; wife Elizabeth 36; and son Frederic 2. Plus Ada Sentance 18, General Domestic
Servant.

28. Cottage near church [Marked on map as "Vicarage"]. William
age 30,
Waggoner on farm (born Wathingborough); his wife Susannah 27; and boarder Henry Cawthin 18, Horseman on farm.

29. Middle Street [
]. Mary
age 62(?), Widow, Farmer and Grazier (born Stainby); her sister Sarah Ellis 65; granddaughter Dorothy Shipman 14; plus
2 servants, Mary Potts 33 and Ruth Meads 13(?).
]. William
30. Middle Street [
goldsby); and his wife Ann 68.

age 69, Agric. Labourer (born In-

31. Middle Street [
]. Thomas
age 41, Farmer (born Staythorpe, Notts.); his wife Anna 41 and their children, Robert 16; Thomas 11; and Maria 5. Also, widowed father-in-law, Joseph Westerdale 80 and niece Kate Goodland 6;
plus 2 servants, Emma Dennis 25, General Domestic and Rita (?) Merryweather 16,
Housemaid; plus nephew (visiting) Charles Goodland 9.
age 30, also grocer and Shopkeeper (from Oakham); his
32. Post Office. John
wife Annie 30; and children John 5; Ellen 2 and Jessie 1; plus 2 servants, Beatrice
Monks 16, General Dom. Servant and Violet Howitt 13, nursemaid. (Both the latter
village girls).
]. William
age 38, Waggoner on
33. Buckminster Lane [
farm (born at Belton); his wife Elizabeth 32 and their children, Annie 8; William 5;
Frederick 2; and Margurite 2 months.
34. Buckminster Lane. Elizabeth
ter, Edna age 35.

age 81, Widow (born at Easton) and her daugh-

35. Buckminster Lane. William
age 60, Farm Labourer; his wife Elina age 50 and
their 2 daughtrs, Florence 14 and Kate 9. Also, granddaughter Ethel 3.
(?) age 42 Foreman on farm (from
36. Buckminster Lane, in fields. William
Welby); his wife Eliza 40 and their children, George 17, Waggoner on farm; John 14,
also Waggoner on farm; Grace 12; Eliza 11; Gertrude 8; Elsie 5; and Thomas 3.
37. Blue Town. William
Ann 62.

age 72, Farm Labourer (from Barrowby) and his wife

38. Blue Town. George
age 44, Widower and Farm Labourer; his children,
Annie 23; Eliza 16; Arthur 14, Farm Labourer; Harry 12; Kate 9; Fanny 8; and granddaughter Harriett 3.
39. Blue Town. John
age 79, Retired Licensed Hawker; his wife Charlotte 80 and
granddaughter Edith Ask 27.
40. Blue Town. William
age 33, Agric. Labourer; his wife Elizabeth 30 and 2
sons, Charles 4 and Arthur 1.
41. Blue Town. Joseph
age 63, Agric. Labourer; his wife Sophia 68; son-in-law
Henry Hand 24, General Labourer and daughter Frances Hand 26.
42. Blue Town. John
san 52.

age 47, Blacksmith (from Market Overton) and his wife Su-

43. Blue Town. John
age 63, Agric. Labourer; his wife Susan 63 and daughter,
Mary 29 with grandson Charles Rawlinson 4.
44. Blue Town. Alpheus
age 70, Agric. Labourer (from Barrowby); his wife
Ann 63 and 2 sons, Frederick 21 and Charles 18, both Agric. Labourers; grandson

Ernest 15, also an Agric. Labourer; and granddaughter Daisy 10. Plus a boarder,
William Wortley 69.
45.

Blue Town. Robert
age 64, Agric. Labourer; his wife, Emma 54 with son William 31, Agric. Labourer and daughter Clara 20.

age 47, Woodman and his wife Jane 40 with nephew Rob46. Blue Town. Thomas
ert 13, Poultry Tender on farm.
47. Stone Pit Row. Thomas
age 35, Thrashing Machine Owner; his wife Frances
33 and 4 daughters, Marcela 6, Maud 4, Miriam 2 and Mirabel 9 months.
48. Stone Pit Row. Elizabeth
liam 27, Horseman on farm.
49. Eliza

age 79 widow (born in Buckminster) and son Wil-

age 67 widow (born in Gunby).

50. George
age 42, Shoe Mender (born in Greetham and "lame from child"); his
wife Jane 37 and children, Albert 15, Agric. Labourer; Robert 13, Shepherd on farm;
William 10; Harry 8; Emily 5; and George 3.
51. Stone Pit Row. Newman
age 75, Thrashing Machine Owner (born South Witham); his wife Ellen 67 and their son William 33 also a Thrashing Machine Owner.
52. Stone Pit Row. Henry
age 36, Woodman; his wife Martha 32 and their 5 sons,
Herbert 10; Walter 8; Charles 5; Cecil 3; and Edward 1.
53. Stone Pit Row. William
age 78, widower and Stonemason; with his son John
46, Agric. Labourer; daughter Fanny Brown 37; and granddaughter Florence 12.
54. Top of Green. William

age 56, Agric. Labourer and his wife Ada 32.

55. Top of Green. Hannah

age 74, widow (born in Gunby).

56. Top of Green. Simon
age 47, Waggoner on farm (born in Westby); his wife
Sarah 47 with son Harry 10 and daughter Ethel 8.
57. Top of Green. Thomas
age 43, Groom and Yardman on farm; his wife
Mary 43 with children, George 15, Agric. Labourer; Robert 13, Agric. Labourer;
Charles 12; Agnes 10; Olive 8; Horace 6 with granddaughter Annie age 1.
58. Snow's Yard. Thomas
age 50, Farm Labourer (from Stoke); his wife Sarah
47, Dressmaker; and children Joseph 20, Farm Labourer; Florence 18, Dressmaker;
Walter 15, Farm Labourer; and Ethel 13.
59. Snow's Yard. William

age 46, Garden Labourer.

60. Snow's Yard. Thomas
age 51, Farmer and Carrier; his wife Hannah 49 and
2 daughters, Mabel 15 and Nora 11.
61. Snow's Yard. John
age 61, Farm Labourer; his son-in-law John King 26, Baker
and daughter Annie King 29.
62. Blue Horse Inn. Thomas
age 34, Publican, Butcher and Grocer; his wife Mary
30 and children Frederick 11 and Dorothy 4; plus boarder Thomas Goodhaise (?) 42,
Cattle Drover.
63. On the Green. Frederick

age 41, Labourer on farm.

64. Lord's Lane. Ann

age 86, widow (born in Ropsley)

65. Blue Row, Lord's Lane. George
age 53, Agric. Labourer; his wife Rose 50
and children, Norman 25, Agric. Labourer; Joseph 23, Agric. Labourer; and Elizabeth
15.
66. ' Newton's farmhouse on the green ' is here shown as

.

67. Blue Row, Lord's Lane. James
age 65, Agric. Labourer; his wife Mary 56
with children Charles 26, Rural Auxiliary (?)rian; Edward 25, Agric. Labourer; John 20,
Agric. Labourer; Caroline 15; and Harry 10.
age 52, Agric. Labourer; his wife Sarah 48
68. Blue Row, Lord's Lane. Richard
and children John 16, Horseman on farm; Matilda 13; Walter 11; and Herbert 7.
69. Blue Row, Lord's Lane. Ann
bourer.

age 73, widow and her son George 43, Agric. La-

70. Blue Row, Lord's Lane. Edward
Mary Allsop 13.

age 74, (from Wymondham) and a visitor,

age 61, widower and Farm Labourer; his step71. Blue Row, Lord's Lane. William
son Edward Tyler 40, Carpenter; and William's children, John 31, Horseman on farm;
Thomas 27, Horseman on farm; Jane 23; and Alvira 18.
72. Blue Row, Lord's Lane. Thomas
age 68, widower and Agric. Labourer; his son
George 36, Agric. Labourer; Daughter-in-law Mary 32; Grand-daughter Elsie 2 and
Grand-son Charles 1 month.
73.

age 67, Agric. Labourer (born Easton); his wife
Blue Row, Lord's Lane. John
Elizabeth 64 and their 2 sons, George 26, Agric. Labourer, and William 20 (occasional
worker?).

74. Coles (?) Yard, Lord's Lane. William
age 44, Agric. Labourer; his wife
Mary 46 and their children, George 17, Agric. Labourer; Annie 14; Thomas 11; and
Albert 9.
75. Coles Yard, Lord's Lane. George
age 55, Farm Labourer; his wife Catherine
53 and grand-daughter Nellie Cooper 5.
76. Coles Yard, Lord's Lane. Sarah
age 46, widow and Laundress (born Pickworth); her children Ruth 18; Luke 16, Horseman on farm; Kate13; Herbert 11; and
Annie 8.
77. Worthington's Yard, Lord's Lane. William
age 61, (occasional worker?); his
wife Sarah 61 and son Alfred 23, Agric. Labourer. Plus brother-in-law Richard Young
70, Agric. Labourer.
78. Here we have one uninhabited house but in occupation.
79. Bottom Yard, Lord's Lane. Mary
80. Bottom Yard, Lord's Lane. Charles

age 71, widow (born Sudbrook).
age 26, Garden Labourer.

81. Lord's Lane. Joseph
age 65, widower and Horseman on farm (born Somerby); his widowed sister, Mary Sensecal (?) age 70 and grand-daughter Annie Clarke
15.

Note that people's names were not standardised as they are now … they were spelt as they
sounded or as the whim took the writer.
To sum up …. 354 people, though one or two of these are classed as
. 79 dwelling
houses, plus 4 uninhabited, 2 of these not in occupation. Of those in work, as previously
stated, a huge total of 55 were farm or agricultural labourers and virtually everyone else's
work had connections with farming.
Let us now see which of our seventeen Skillington family surnames from chapter 1 have
survived this trip of almost one hundred years into the past. If we compare our list for 1997
with the 1901 census we find that eleven have dropped out leaving only Charlesworth;
the additional names
Goodliffe; Joyce; Meads; Selby; and Tyler. Not surprisingly, perhaps,
we find in 1947 are still with us in 1901.
……….
As in the first period we considered, a world war brought heartbreak to many families in the
village. A fine marble memorial inside the church lists the following 8 villagers who gave their
lives .

Pte. A.J.Sharpe (2nd Northamptons) died May 1915
Pte. G.Tomlin (1st Lincolns) died June 1915
Pte. Ch.Duffin (1st Lincolns) died 1915
Pte. F.Charlesworth (10th Sherwood Forresters) died Nov. 1915
Pte. R.Robinson (6th Lincolns) died March 1916
Pte. R.Rick (1st South Staffords) died Dec. 1916
Pte. G.Robinson (6th Lincolns) died April 1917
Pte. T.B.Selby (7th Lincolns) died April 1918

Let us remind ourselves, from this plaque, of the cause for which they died ….

Mike Doyle, living at "Moretti", Middle Street, Skillington, is working on a record of those who
died in the First World War and has a data base containing details of the above villagers. He
kindly supplied me with further information about their burials.

Arthur Sharpe, George Tomlin and Frederick Charlesworth have no known graves but are
commemorated at Ploegsteert, and the latter two at Ypres (Menin Gate), Ieper memorials
respectively. George Tomlin's name is wrongly spelled as
on both Skillington
memorials. Charles Duffin was buried at Aeroplane Cemetery, Ieper; Richard Rick at Redan
Ridge Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel; Robert Robinson at Bedford House Cemetery, Zillebeke;
George Robinson at Duisans British Cemetery, Etrun; and Thomas Selby at Mesnil Communal
Cemetery, Somme. Mike has the full grave identification details.

Added ' human interest ' information from Mike that gives poignancy to the death of Thomas Selby is that he apparently enlisted in place of his brother whose wife was expecting a
child. Also, he and George Robinson, although officially recorded as having enlisted at different centres, had consecutive regimental numbers, which led Mike to the conclusion that
they must have enlisted at the same date and time in Grantham.
Below this memorial in the church is a superb Roll of Honour book that lists all those villagers who enlisted for this bloody struggle, 41 in all. As well as those above were …
Pr. A.Barker; Driver F.Barker; Rifleman J.W.Bell; Lce Corp. F.J.Burroughs; Cpl. H.Burroughs;
Pr. J.H.Burroughs; Pr. G.W.Burroughs; Driver C.Duffin; Pr. W.Duffin; Pr. G.Garfoot; Pr.
H.Garfoot; Pr. C.B.Goodland; Pr. C.W.Goodliffe; Pr. E.Green; Pr. E.Howitt; Pr. F.W.Howitt;
Pr. K.Howitt; Gunner F.Ingleton; Pr. T.Ingleton; Pr. W.Joyce; Sgt. A.Meads; Pr. Walt.Meads;
Pr. Will.Meads; Pr. T.Melladay; Cdt.Cpl. L.W.K.Morley; Pr. W.K.Rayson; KFM. C.B.Rawlinson;
Pr. G.Robinson; Pr. J.Robinson; Driver P.G.Selby; Lce Corp. H.Whittle; Pr. James Whittle; Pr.
J.W.Whittle.
Roads etc: The old photographs, i.e. those around 1901, show what the road surfaces
were like in those days. With horses the main form of transport and livestock being
moved freely about the village in those years – and with the McAdam surfacing technique
not yet generally in use in the villages (this is dealt with in the next chapter) –one can only
surmise that the foot-scrapers, still in evidence by some of the doorways, were put to frequent daily use.
The routes in and out of the village were much the same as they are now but one can safely assert that the more direct route to Buckminster, via Buckminster Lane, would have
been used then in preference to the roundabout route past the mill. The previous chapter
indicated the likelihood that Crabtree Road was named after a Mr Crabtree …
a letter from the Christian family papers dated 1901 wherein Thomas A. Christian was
writing to his uncle regarding election as a councillor is relevant. The letter begins, "You
will be aware that the council have made Mr Crabtree an Alderman today. At Messrs
Crabtree and RJ Newtons' request have allowed my name to come forward as a candidate
Mr Crabtree in question.
for our division." It seems quite likely that this is
The pre-war water supply, as mentioned in the preceding chapter, was primitive by today's
standards. Although the hydraulic rams extracted water from the brook and fed the
eight taps situated around the village, the pumps (established earlier) and the wells and
ponds were relied upon too. There was, also, a tank at the top end of the village on the
Sproxton Road. Mr John Selby remembers, from when he was a lad, sometimes having to
prime the ram motor and bleed air from the pipes– if there was air in the system it would
stop pumping the water up to the main tank. Once water reached this tank it would have
enough head pressure to feed the taps. Villagers then carried water to their homes by
bucket, can or jug. The well on the central green had a pump mechanism, I believe. This
well can just be made out on the two photographs of The Square, shown previously. Mr
Morley used water from the Fish Well for his steam engines and Mr Bill Meads recalls
washing his car at this well also. At least the ram-fed supply relieved the need to trek
down to the brook or to the pumps, one of which still stands by the roadside adjacent to
the Old School. (See photograph facing page). However, Mr Tyler makes a comment
which only someone living through those harder times could … he says, "in those days you
mostly had to wash in cold water and, therefore, your skin was
." !!
Lighting was usually by paraffin lamps.

: The farmers of Skillington mostly rented their farms from the three big landowners, the Estates of Buckminster (owner the Earl of Dysart, later to become the Tollemache
family), Easton (Sir Montegue Cholmeley) and Stoke Rochford (Mr C.H.Turnor). We shall
look at how these large landowners came into their Skillington possessions later. At the
beginning of this period, 1901, the Grantham and District Directory lists the farmers of
Skillington as John Harry Bennett, R. Christian (living at Staythorpe), T.A.Christian, Mrs Mary
Jane Jackson, George Kitchen, F. Newton, R.C.Newton (of the Manor House), Thomas Roberts (also a carrier), Mrs Tyler, W.T. Waddington and W. Weston.
At this time Sir H.A.H. Cholmeley Bart. was Vice Chairman of Kesteven Council and
R.C.Newton was a Kesteven councillor.

The pump by The Old
School on Colsterworth
Road.

Photograph of the only
surviving tap, one of the
eight which were fed via
a ram mechanism and
header tank to supply
water to the village. The
heavy operating lever is
at the rear. (Courtesy of
Bill Meads).

These two different items were the methods by which Skillington villagers obtained their
daily water supply before it was piped to each home.

The field now overlooked by the council bungalows along Middle Street was once home to
several haystacks and an orchard (further along were stables and barns). The period saw
the increasing use of tractors but the early ones did not have cabins. They must have
increased the rate of ploughing, which was formerly done by a pair of horses, enormously.
Spring was the traditional time for the ploughing and sowing. First, the ploughshares would
cut into the soil and turn over ridges of soil – the straighter the better for sowing. Discs
would then be pulled through this to break down the soil into a finer tilth. Sowing would then
take place and, finally, a steel-pronged harrow would be dragged over the land to cover the
seeds. At harvest time – a busy and important season for everyone, when children would
be taken out of school to help – the corn would be cut and then stooked (the formation of a
wigwam-like structure of three to four bundles of corn) to dry. The stooks might then be
formed into stacks to await threshing. The owners of the village's threshing machines would
bring them around to each field as required and the sheaves bundled into them with
pitchforks. Despite this feeding being done in a haphazard fashion, the machine would
somehow contrive to bale the straw while delivering a flow of corn at the other end for
bagging up. In Skillington, much of the corn was taken to the nearest railway station at
Great Ponton. Mr F.L.Morley supplied other machinery for harvesting as well as threshers
of which he had nine (source; Mr Tyler). See photograph on page 65 at the end of this
chapter.
Mr Tyler tells us that, besides corn, other crops to be grown were turnips, mangels and
swedes. Also, mustard. He pays tribute to the magnificent condition of the shire horses,
each of which had a name, and he tells us that there were 43 horses working the land in his
younger days. He says that the pay for the older men was £2 per week and the lads
received 10 shillings. The men had a sack to sit on during break periods. He assesses their
characters as "trustworthy, independent and reliable".
Despite his opinion that threshing was not ' unduly dangerous ', one horrific accident which
he tells of was when a Bill Wade caught his jacket in the machinery of the threshing machine
while oiling the engine and was ' flung to a violent death '. Another death, though not as a
result of machinery being operated, was that of Zila Rayson who was riding down Stoke Hill
on a wagon shaft when he fell off under the wheel. His mother had a small gravestone
placed on the right side of the hill as a memorial.
The Grantham and District Directory tells us that F.L.Morley, W and T.Wade were Skillington's threshing machine owners in 1901 with the first named also owning a drill (presumably
a seed drill).
Mr. Cryer runs through the children's games which, as he says, were
often seasonal. Many are still played today so need no description and these include,
hop-scotch, marbles, whip-and-top, hoops (to bowl along with a stick), skipping (girls only?),
and various chasing games. I would add conkers to this list. The adults played cricket and
football and indulged in the country sports of shooting and following
the hounds. Mr Hand has a photograph of the Belvoir Hunt in the field just above Cringle
Brook which, although taken in more recent times, may still be very typical. The hunt would
often assemble for its stirrup cup at The Abbey in later years. Villagers would need to travel
outside the parish to fish or to attend a steeple chase race meeting, Garthorpe perhaps
being the venue for the latter. Another village game, Mr Tyler tells us, was skittling, for a
pig or for coal, in Snow's Yard on Friday or Saturday evenings. Mr Bill Meads says that
skittling for the pig was a very serious affair with outsiders coming into Skillington for the
event.

But great excitement must have arisen in the summer for both young and old when the fair
came. Mr Cryer tells us that villagers used to go out to meet it and then walk back with the
fair workers. Mr Tyler remembers some of the fair owners who would set up their attractions in Snow's Yard, Kitty's Paddock, Rush Close and on the green in The Square. Early
attractions, which I remember and which would, no doubt, be included in the Skillington
hard to knock off); ringing the bell, if you were strong
show, were the coconut shy (
enough, by hitting something with a mallet which then flew up a pole to strike the bell; or
riding on the brightly painted merry-go-round horses. Mr Tyler remembers swinging boats,
too, donkey rides and organs. He says people came from all over and the pubs were packed
out. Interestingly, a part of the fair, on the green, was given over to an agricultural display!
Despite the cold weather, which seems to have been more severe then than now, and the
outside water supplies, Christmas would have been a truly magical time for everyone. Mr
Tyler paints a splendid picture of these Christmases of the between-wars years straight off
a Victorian Christmas card scene …. The Bell-ringers went around to all the farmhouses,
enjoying a mince pie and seasonal drink at each one. He goes on, "we had snow in
November lasting until March and sharp frosts. Thirty to forty villagers went carol singing
around the houses and farms on Christmas Eve. The women cooked ham, pork, beef, rabbit
pies, cockerels and ducks and made their own wine and beer." The boys and girls knew how
to enjoy this weather too and no doubt used to slide on ice-sheeted ponds, which were more
abundant then.
One celebration in the New Year, Mr Tyler tells us, was when the plough boys went around
the village ' reciting the old ways of life '.
to
He reminds us that there were no Wellington boots in those days so, people used
waterproof their boots. The men protected their legs above the boots by wearing leather
gaiters – and Mr Tyler still proudly wears his well-shined pair on Sundays as a reminder!
But, every man, says Mr Tyler, had a watch, money, a shut-knife and some string in his
pocket.
The parish priests who led the congregation at St James church through this
period were …. The Reverend Hedley Charles Cane (1930 – 1942), and in 1901 Rev
C.W.H.Reynolds. The Sunday School group photograph earlier shows, perhaps, that the
Church of England congregation was thriving in the thirties. Also, in 1933, the Bishop of
Lincoln came on a visit and there is a fine photograph of this event in the church vestry.
We have already heard Mr Tyler's account of the influence of Gypsy Smith. The Souvenir
Booklet from the Methodist Chapel tells us more of this charismatic preacher – and of the
period we are now looking at. It says that when Gypsy Smith came in 1932, the outdoor
sermon that he preached was followed by a tea costing one shilling. There is also a, not too
clear, picture of him in the booklet from his advertising literature in which it is stated that
he "is just home from a Great Evangelistic Tour in America". The chapel building itself
received a considerable re-vamp in this period. The old interior was totally removed and it
was re-pewed to seat around 200 people. A new pulpit was erected, a communion rail
added and the ceiling was boarded, which latter improvement gave better acoustics. All the
windows were glazed with decorative leaded lights. Additionally, in 1906, the schoolroom
was turned into two vestries with a rear hall and stairs leading up to a new schoolroom. A
former member of the village, architect Mr C.Jackson, gave the boarded ceiling. The total
cost of all these modifications and improvements was £826!
In 1904, states the Methodist's Booklet, only three active Trustees remained: William Christian, Thomas Arthur Christian and Samuel Lamb Williamson. A new board of Trustees was
formed to take on the considerable alterations covered in the previous paragraph. These

were, Robert Arthur Christian and Francis Goodland (Farmers), John Askew (Labourer),
James Goodacre (Shopkeeper), Louis Morley (Threshing Machine Proprietor), William Waddington and Joseph Westerdale (Farmers) from Skillington, plus ten others from Grantham
or neighbouring villages.
In 1912, the death of a Methodist stalwart, Thomas Arthur, a former Circuit Steward, saw
the biggest-ever funeral in Skillington … sixty-two mourning couples in the cortege and a
crowd of two hundred. The booklet also tells the story of a Mrs Bursnall who, at more than
105 years of age, cried out her final words "Let me get out of bed. I want to pray".

A rare photograph of the Newtons at harvest time. Although the date of this is
not known exactly, it is thought to be somewhere around the early 1900s. From
the Newton family tree/1901 census it can be deduced that the gentleman with
the stick is Joseph Newton's great grandfather Robert Christian (Newton) who
was aged 65 in 1901. The photograph raises other problems of dating and identification however, which are explained at the end of appendix 5. (Photograph by
courtesy of Mr Joseph Newton).

Hilda Foley's mother, (Mrs Siddans) with family, before Hilda was
born, out-side Molland's Cottage on Buckminster Lane. (Courtesy
of Hilda Foley)

An attractive portrait photograph of Thomas Arthur Christian and his
wife Anna Julie (nee Westerdale). These were in residence at Home
Farmhouse at the 1901 census. The Christian family had a huge impact
on the lives of Skillington villagers across many years. (By courtesy of
Robert Christian)

John Selby's grandfather, Thomas, with John's Uncle Bill and young
Georgie Wright. The horse (Fan) and cart stand in front of Cole's
Yard cottages off Lord's Lane. Thomas was one of a line of Selby
blacksmiths and was extremely strong. (Courtesy of John Selby).

Three boys (I think) pause in their play to rest on the base stonesof
the Moot Cross. Although it seems to be in the position it occupiesnow and the stump is upstanding, note that the stones lie in a
loose, jumbled heap. Was this photograph taken shortly after it
had been re-sited from The Square? (Courtesy of Bill Whittle).

"The Abbey"
manor house
before the west
wing was
added. Compare with photograph on
page 8. If
this is the site
of Skillington's
medieval manor house, as is
likely, the building would have
seen many
changes, gradually transforming it from the original Saxon long
hut. Alternatively, a completely new house may have been erected
on the foundations of the original, perhaps as its wall plaque
states, in 1637.

The Old Schoolhouse at the start of Colsterworth Road. Built in the
Victorian era, it finally closed in 1976 and, after a period in which it
was used as the village hall, it was
sold and converted into a private residence in 1996.

The Old Posthouse at the corner of Middle Street and The Square.
This was the village shop and post office from Victorian times until
1994. (Both photographs courtesy of Skillington Methodist group.)

The terraced cottages of Poke Row. Most of the far end cottages have
been demolished. The Row actually extends up to and including The
Reading Room. The paddock opposite the dwellings further up Church
Street was originally called Poke Close. (Courtesy of Skillington Methodist group).

The cottages, now long demolished, which ran adjacent
to the school along Colsterworth Road

For readers who like quizzes –
Please identify this object.
Answer at end of Summary on page
142.

Chapter 4. The Victorian Era (1901 to 1837)
As stated in the introduction, the Victorian era saw a bustling expansion - in Britain itself
and with regard to Britain's place in the world. This was when the Country reached its peak
as a colonial power and truly ruled the waves. But at home, and in such small hamlets as
Skillington, the opportunities for ordinary folk, as well as the better-off, to enjoy leisure and
travel suddenly exploded.
The building of a national railway network allowed reasonably priced travel to sporting
events and to the coast. Thus, the seaside holiday resort was born and crowds attending
sporting and other attractions swelled. For any villager enterprising or wealthy enough, a
cost 4 shillings to return
trip from Grantham to London in 1899 on a
the same day (the village's nearest station was, actually, Great Ponton). In 1851 a trip to the
capital city would have had the added attraction of seeing the Great Exhibition. The journey
service, which
to Grantham or Great Ponton may have been in the cart of the local
usually took goods or people into town on Saturdays.
Soccer and horse-racing were only two of the sports which took off in the 1800s with the
Football Association (after some reluctance) admitting professional clubs and the first FA
Cup Final taking place in 1872 before a crowd of 2,000. Horse racing (and betting) transcended class barriers and 60,000 attended the Epsom Derby in the early 1890s.
The Derbyshire travel entrepreneur Thomas Cook started up by organising a trip from
Leicester to Loughborough for a party of temperance supporters in 1841 but, at this time,
travel abroad was strictly for the well-to-do. One such foreign attraction for the wealthy was
the prospect of climbing the Alps, particularly the Matterhorn peak, and the nearby expanding resort of Zermatt eventually drew the Skillington vicar, Charles Hudson, to make his
fateful climb.
An interest in music was another blossoming that took place in the Victorian era, ranging
from sing-songs around a piano to open air (in the parks) band concerts. Popular ' hits ' of
sheet music could sell as many as 200,000 copies. It is not likely that many, if any, Skillington
villagers attended the (bawdy) music halls of the towns, however. Or am I wrong in this
surmise?
They may, without a doubt, have attended another expanding area of entertainment,
though …. the Fair! As well as the hiring fairs, where the business of a labour exchange was
conducted, with men wearing in their hats some indication of their trade (a hank of wool for
a shepherd or a knotted piece of rope for a waggoner), pleasure fairs became hugely
popular. Not, though, popular with that particularly prim, typically Victorian sector which
succeeded in getting legislation passed to close down many of these.
In the absence of these attractions, Skillington folk would certainly have participated in
some form of country sport. Across the border in Leicestershire it is recorded that whole
villages were deserted while the inhabitants followed the hounds. Of Skillington's interest in
hunting during this period I have no knowledge but we can assume it was strong. The other
attraction was shooting. The handsome pheasant which strolls unconcerned and almost
with a death wish in front of modern cars, was introduced from China in the late 1700s. The
early 1800s saw colossal numbers of these handsome birds being killed as the beating
system was introduced together with the invention of the breech-loading shotgun. For the
Lincolnshire poacher of historic fame – and Skillington must have had a few! – conditions
may have improved during Victoria's reign. Before the 1850s, punishment could have meant
transportation to Australia but this was phased out in the middle of the century.

The building of schools and the progressive education program saw a great thirst for
reading matter. By 1900, ninety-seven percent of males and females could sign their names
in the marriage register: fifty years before this, only 69 percent of males and 55 percent of
females could: they would put a cross as their mark. Thus, in 1861 the Times newspaper
sold at 3d and reached 60,000 copies a day. The Daily Telegraph, attracting advertising, sold
eight pages at 1d and reached a circulation of 200,000 a day in the 1870s. Sales of
magazines and the much-criticised ' penny dreadfuls ' boomed.
In housing, red brick came back into fashion (though not in Skillington, I think, except in the
Blue Town area) and the removal of the tax on patterned papers meant that wall-papering
was in vogue. The price of this dropped to 1/4d per yard.
In 1840 the penny post was introduced with the celebrated black stamp (it is in honour of
this world "first" achievement that Great Britain is the only country which always has a
silhouette of the reigning monarch on its postage stamps).
Beer houses increased in number and were popular with the working classes but it was not
until 1872 that the (often-flouted) law banning children under sixteen from consuming
spirits came into force, though it was another 14 years before it was extended to include
beer!
Fashion note: " Only a fast hussy would wear red, " it was said.
And what of the monarch of this famous era? Victoria was born in 1819 and became Queen
on June 20th 1837 upon the death of her uncle, William IV. She married Prince Albert in 1840
and he died in 1861. She had nine children! Queen Victoria's 63-year reign ended when she
died on the 22nd January 1901 aged 81.
The population of Skillington reached an all-time high during the reign
of Victoria – and perhaps that is a sign of the prosperity of this era. The census figures
during this period were ….
1841 ….. 434 (an increase of 45 over that for 1831)
1851 …..
1861 ….. 466
1871 ….. 454
1881 ….. 393
1891 ….. 369 (and in 1901 it continued to decline to 354.)
The birth rate was famously high during these years, although so was the mortality rate of
the very young. Nationally, 14 to 16 out of every 100 died as infants between 1840 and 1900
(this nose-dived to less than 2 per 100 by 1960). In overall causes of death, the modern killer
(which in the early 1980s stood at 39%) was only 4 per 100 between 1848 and
1872, whereas tuberculosis (almost non-existent now) was 15 per 100 people in the midVictorian period.
At the end of the reign of Victoria, the Earl of Dysart and Sir Hugh Arthur Henry Cholmeley,
Bart of Easton Park were the Lords of the Manor of Skillington. The other major owner of
land in the parish was Edmund Turnor Esq. of Stoke Rochford Hall. Another Turnor,
Christopher Hatton Turnor who was born in 1873, was educated at the Royal Agricultural
College in Cirencester and contributed much to agricultural and social reform, using his
mansion at Stoke Rochford for summer schools and conferences. We shall see later when

and how these members of the aristocracy came onto the Lincolnshire (and, hence, the
Skillington) scene.
From Whites
in Grantham Library, the list of people
trading or conducting their own businesses in Skillington in 1856 was …
Bean, Richard, Mrs Marriott
and Christian Lydia ……..

Shopkeeper

Heaton, George ………….

Tailor

Herring, Edward …………

Victualler at the Cross Swords

Johnson, Elizabeth ………

Beerhouse Keeper

Morley, Lewis …………….

Steam Threshing Machine and Drill Owner

Paling, Mary …………….. .

Shopkeeper

Pickering, George ………..

Baker

Rayson, William and Ziba

Timber merchants

Selby, William …………….

Blacksmith

Sneath, Elizabeth ………..

Blacksmith [this sounds like an unusually strong lady]

Waddington, William ……

Miller and Baker

Williamson, John …………

Machine owner

Wilson, John ………………

Butcher

Boot and Shoe makers were …
Atter, Robert
Johnson, George
Sharp, William

Carriers to Grantham (Saturdays) ….
Selby, William
Worthington, George

Farmers (* indicates owner of farm) …
Barnes, Joseph
Bennett, William
Christian, Lydia*
Christian, Thomas
Cole, Elizabeth
Hawley, Warrener
Herring, Edward
Jackson, Thomas
Kitchen, Anthony
Newton, William*
Newton, Thomas
Pickering, John
Tyler, John
Waddington, Richard
The Post Office was at W.Smiths. The Vicar was the Reverend Sween McDonald Mackay MA.
The Schoolmaster and Parish Clerk was William Smith.
The census of 1881, gives some jobs of the villagers – "Errand girl", "Char woman" and
someone who was on "Parish relief". The 1871 census has Richard Grandige as "National
schoolmaster". In 1861 the village had a camp of gypsies incorporated into the census many
of whom were not named but listed as "NK". But in 1851 the village had a "Tea Dealer" among
its occupations.
The information gathered by the "kneeler ladies" included virtually a complete list of Skillington's millers during the Victorian era. They were … 1892, Robert Hawley Weston (also as
farmer but listed in the 1891 census simply as farmer. This census lists a miller – a George
Robinson, lodging with the Moulds); 1889, William Curtis (this source says he may not have
been a resident in the village, as was George Robinson); 1868 and 1872, George Pickering
(also baker); 1856, William Waddington (also baker); 1849, John Pickering (also baker).
Mr Fred Pogmore of Leek, who is researching his family tree about the Duffins and Dolbys,
presented me with information. Obviously the line he concentrates on is that linking up with
the Pogmores but it seems likely that other Duffins, perhaps those recently living in Skillington, may also be connected. See Appendix 3 for this tree.

But the most famous inhabitant of the village during this period – and, it has been claimed,
during its whole existence – was the Reverend Charles Hudson (see photographs on next
two pages). Coming to Skillington in 1859 at the age of 31, Charles Hudson was born in
Ripon and educated at Cambridge University. He married in 1862. He was obviously a very
popular vicar and his photograph shows very handsome features.
He arranged the
re-casting of the existing three church bells in 1864, adding a fourth from his own pocket.

The face of Skillington's ill-fated vicar, the
Reverend Charles Hudson.His handsome,
clean-cut features and athleticism may
have helped to make him an outstanding
character in the village but his passion for
mountaineering brought him to a hideous
death in 1865. People still visit St James
church as a tribute to his posthumous
fame.

As well as being a very athletic walker, Charles
Hudson was an extremely accomplished amateur mountaineer. At this time of expanding
travel, climbing the Alps (and in particular the
tricky and unscaled Matterhorn peak) was a
great attraction to climbers and the nearby
town of Zermatt flourished as a climbing holiday resort. In 1865 Hudson left Skillington to
attempt this climb. He was never to return.
The party, in which he was a member, was
successful in its bid to be the first to reach the
peak but tragedy struck on the way down. A
younger and more inexperienced member of
the team slipped and dragged the others down
with him over a precipice. The rope joining
them together snapped, saving two of the
party, but Hudson was one of those to fall
almost 4,000 feet. Among the few items which
later identified Hudson was his prayer book.
He was buried at Zermatt. [I feel it a shame
that this courageous young man was not buried in Skillington's own churchyard but, to par-

aphrase a famous later poem … "In some
corner of a foreign graveyard …"]. Some of
the tributes to his memory are, however,
dealt with below.

One of the two stained glass windows in St
James church in memoriam to Charles
Hudson. This one was presented by his parishioners.

Many of the larger stone-built houses in the village were constructed or
substantially renovated during this period.
The Vicarage (now Skillington House) was built in 1850/51 by patron C.Turnor Esq., aided by
£200 from Queen Anne's Bounty. An extension was built onto Home Farmhouse in Middle
Street too and, knocking through the typically immensely thick walls of the original farmhouse, pushed the building almost up to the street itself. This was, as stated earlier, in 1837.
on Colsterworth Road is said by its present occupier, Mrs Jean Wood, to have
been built in 1850 – not as a dwelling house but as a school for young ladies. Another
construction, or rather conversion, which I believe took place in this period, was that of
three(?) cottages into The Blue Horse inn. Let us examine here the origins of the village's
two pubs and their Victorian tenants.
Firstly, the Cross Swords. The present landlady of the Cross Swords, Linda Wood, believes
that this name may have been brought with a previous landlord from Grantham and,
indeed, there was a Cross Swords Yard in that town in early Victorian times. This may be
proved by some detective work in the future but, if true, lies outside our present Victorian
era, as the Ale House License records (at Lincoln Archives, for 1865 and earlier) show The
Cross Swords functioning in Skillington c1830. Before this date, only licensees were named,
not their alehouses. (We shall look into earlier licensed alehouses in the next chapter).
Another source of information is the census records for 1851, 61, 71, 81 and 91. These show
us that at the latter two dates William Burchnall kept house, though The Cross Swords is not
named directly. This landlord also pulled in some work as one of the village blacksmiths.
Before him, John Berridge, who originated from Stamford, was landlord. In 1861 Edward
Atter (from Ponton) was providing ale but between these two, the license records show my
surnamesake, Thomas Palmer there. At the earliest time in this period, 1837, Edward
Herring – who did a good stint of maybe 15 or more years – was the licensee, possibly taking
over in that year from John Dolby.
The Blue Horse. The landlord of the neighbouring Blue Horse (Mike Charlesworth) believed
that his pub dated to about 1900. It was, in fact, serving the thirst of Skillington well before
that date. We can deduce from the 1891 census that Arthur Wilson, "beerhouse keeper",
Wilson who is named as "Publican and butcher" in 1881.
was at The Blue Horse. But it is
The 1871 census actually names The Blue Horse and John Wilson was licensee then also. In
1861, The Blue Horse is again named, this time with Elizabeth Johnson (a widow of 66) in
charge and this good lady, as we have seen above, is named also as "beer-house keeper" in
White's Gazetteer for 1856, though without the pub being named. This first licensee of The
Blue Horse appears to have taken to this profession after the death of her farmer husband
(she is on the 1851 census as the wife of Richard Johnson, "Baker and farmer of 20 acres".
This seems to narrow down the origin of the conversion of cottages into The Blue Horse (if,
indeed, this took place at this start of The Blue Horse's history) to the years 1851-61. [A
note here: inn signs are said to originate from the post-Roman era …. Roman people selling
wine displayed the sign of a vine tree to show that this was so. Later, Anglo-Saxons selling
(a pole with leaves or a
ale had to show that a brew was ready by displaying an
branch) outside their cottage. This eventually changed to the familiar hung sign.] And what
of the strange
used?
It is generally accepted that The Blue Horse was named, as was Blue Town, from the colour
blue of the Earl of Dysart's political favours when he sought to become an MP. This Earl
purchased some Skillington land and buildings in 1883, as we shall see later in this chapter.
But, his estate had
land for 21-year periods from as early as 1838. It seems likely,
then, that his Buckminster Estate converted what was probably an
ale-house
cottage or cottages into the present inn shortly before Elizabeth Johnson took over, but

whether they were her own residence as a farmer's wife or whether she moved onto The
Square is unknown.
The legal requirements for obtaining a license were quite strict even in those far off days.
Shortening the over-legalistic wording somewhat, they were bound to ….
"….do and shall keep the true assize in uttering and selling Bread and other Victuals, Beer,
Ale and other Liquors … and shall not fraudulently Dilute or Adulterate the same. And shall
not in uttering and selling thereof in Pots or other Measures that are not of full assize and
shall not wilfully or knowingly permit Drunkeness or Tipling nor get Drunk …. nor knowingly
suffer Gaming with Cards, Draughts, Dice, Bagatelle or other Sedentary Game … or suffer
any Bull, Bear, Badger Baiting, Cock Fighting or other such sport or amusement … or suffer
or designedly and with a view to Harbour or Entertain such, permit or suffer men or women
of notoriously Bad Name or Disolute Girls and Boys to assemble and meet together … nor
permit or suffer any Drinking or Tipling in any part of his … Premises during the hours of
Divine Service or Sundays …" etc. As far as I could see, The Cross Swords was a good house
but not so all establishments – One landlord was fined £2 for allowing Gaming and the
landlord of The Sun at Colsterworth was convicted with several men for drunkeness in 1863!!!
The row of terraced cottages that
.
comprise the street
When they were built, sometime
between 1891 and 1901 by the
Dysart/Tollemache Estate (now
Buckminster Estate) for its employees, it was to re-house families from Back Lane. These were
probably the first red brick houses in the village. The 1901 census
called this

Probably as a direct result of the national education policy, the village
school was built in 1842/43 with a (generous?) capacity for 120 children. The cost was £600.
Many villages, Margaret Hallam informed me, had reading rooms, used mainly to educate
the children of the poor. Skillington's, in Poke Row, Church Street, was probably built during
this time, though by the turn of the century, it was in occupation, though not, apparently,
in 1891. It was used as the village hall for some years but is now a private residence (just
below the Rectory).
The schism between the Church of England worshippers and a breakaway group, which was
to follow the teachings of Wesleyism/Methodism, had already taken place before this period
so, we shall examine the details of that event in the next chapter. A consequence of this
split was that the Methodist group originally gathered at a meeting house in Lord's Lane (I
had assumed the lane's naming came from the Lord of the Manor but, was it in fact because
of the location of this early meeting house?). However, as this religious body expanded, it
needed a much bigger place of worship. This came to pass in 1847. A plot of land,
overlooking the central green and known as Blacksmith's Close, was purchased for £15 and
the new building finally erected there at a cost of £643, a quite substantial sum in those
days. The very informative souvenir booklet available at the chapel gives all the details of

this monumental event in Skillington's history. It tells us that it was built of local stone given
by Mr William Christian. The interior then had ' a stepped floor with benches to the right
for the Sunday-school children. ' A stove stood in the middle of the room and the pulpit was
lofty. A single-storey schoolroom was built at the side of the chapel.
Most of the fittings in St James church date to this era and, as it was a time of much building
work in the village, I am sure the church's stonework would have been thoroughly renovated
too. Following the tremendous shock to the congregation – and village as a whole, no doubt
– upon the untimely death of their vicar, suitable memorials were established. These were:
a fifth bell (the treble bell) was added, subscribed to by parishioners and friends; the small
window in the south wall of the chancel was glazed showing a view of the Matterhorn with a
rope and ice-pick and with the words "The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord.";
the larger window in the south wall of the nave was glazed with a scene showing the
Matterhorn, a rainbow, rope and ice-picks. A plaque beneath this states that the window
was "erected by brother mountaineers".
Another "landmark" building, the dovecote, had its ground floor converted into stables in
1880.
I believe it may have been in this period that the cross was moved from The Square, where
it stood above the green and not far in front of the row of cottages called Front Row. Only
the stones of the two original steps accompanied the stub of the cross but the cement base
later holding the shaft formed a third 'step'. I wonder why it was moved? Was it in the way
of vehicles (farm or Fair) manoeuvring around The Square?
The church kneelers reveal two more snippets of history from this time … Skillington
had a new feature. Money was raised in 1852 for a clock but there was disagreement as to
which time it should show, Greenwich Mean Time (which was being nationally adopted due
to the increase in rail travel) or Local Time (which was set by farmers or from sundials).
Instead, the money was spent on a feast and thereafter neighbouring villages referred to
Skillington people as
! The second item was that the village had two windmills
originally. One was, I believe, near to where the chapel was built – note that a field name
along Buckminster Lane is called
. Is this because stone for the mill came from that
site or because this mill stood there or for both reasons? The other mill, with a house,
stables, granaries and bakehouse, stood at the Colsterworth Road/Crabtree Lane crossroads where the modern shortwave relay tower stands. This was sold in 1859.

Skillington windmill. This mill stood
at the cross-roads south of the village together with other buildings.
Its type of construction is called a
. The present Colsterworth Road leading to it was previously called Mill Lane.
(Courtesy of Bill Whittle)

The Buckminster Estate, through the kind co-operation of its present
manager Mr R.D.Stafford, allowed me to peruse some of its early maps and documents
relating to its purchase of land in the parish of Skillington. Several items struck me as being
of especial interest to the history of the village. One old map, unfortunately undated but I
believe to be from the late 1800s, showed where a field on the north side of Sproxton Road
had been divided into long, thin allotment strips and 22 of these were rented to Skillington
villagers (some had a double width). Everyone who was anyone seemed to have cultivated
a strip on this site at some time. Names on the map were – Burroughs; Charlesworth; Dolby;
Duffin; Goodliffe; Hand; Houghton; Kettle; Martin; Meadows; Meads; Morley; Newton; Rayson; Robinson; Selby; South(wood?); Weston; Woods.
Although most villagers may have assumed that Buckminster Estates have owned land in
Skillington parish for as long as some of the other major land-owners, this is in fact not so.
In a later chapter we shall look at the enclosures of the late 1700s and discover who the
major land-owners were at that time but the records I saw, maps, letters between solicitors
and conveyances, show clearly when the Earl of Dysart's estate (i.e. Buckminster Estate)
stepped into the history of this parish.
A total of 452 acres was purchased from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England in
1883. This comprised fields at the end of Park Lane, a field(s) at the corner of Sproxton Road
and Back Lane, and a long belt of land adjoining the Viking Way to the north and south of
Sproxton Road. The total value at the time of purchase was £16,500. Land had been leased
at 21-year periods before this, however, since 1837.
The maps show many dwellings in the village coloured pink, which I assumed to mean that
Buckminster Estate owned these too. They were - The Abbey, Elm House, Church Cottage,
Top Row in The Square, Chapel Row, most of the dwellings on the south side of Lord's Lane
up to and including Blue Town cottages, and the farm on the left of Grantham Road behind
Far House.
One government measure, which had been initiated to protect the home market
against the rising flood of cheap imports of corn but which had caused much hardship to
ordinary people and much opposition, the iniquitous Corn Laws, was finally repealed in 1869.
The price of wheat, which had been held artificially high by withholding stocks from market,
fell from 55shillings/quarter in 1870 to approx. 27s in 1901. By the 1870s, the depression
in farming was such that a big swing took place, which saw less wheat produced but more
sheep being reared. Many farm labourers were forced off the land!
I stated earlier that national diseases among livestock, necessitating drastic measures to
overcome them, are not peculiar to our own times. In 1871,
, a virulent disease
affecting cattle, was finally eradicated after the compulsory slaughter of diseased animals
was made law in 1866.
By the mid-1800s, mechanisation on the farms had considerably speeded up some of the
previously labour-intensive work. Before reaping machines came into use, it would take a
man, using a reaping hook, 3 days to cut an acre of wheat. [Perhaps at this stage I should
elaborate on the area of land measurement used in this country over so many centuries,
the
- I have always found it hard to instantly visualise this area]. An acre is a measure
of land equating to 4,840 sq yds or 4,047 sq metres. An average house might stand on 120
sq yds so, it would take approx. x40 to equate to an acre. It was originally a field size that
a yoke of oxen could plough in a day and this was not standardised until Edward I's reign.
[Now the
is coming into official use, which is 2.47 acres.]

Looking at the village's farmers during this period, the census returns for 1881, 1871 and
1861 give us some useful information about these Victorian stalwarts …

In the first year, John
John
Thomas
Thomas

farmed 95 acres
farmed 40 acres
farmed 3(?)00 acres
farmed 413 acres

George

farmed 120 acres

Robert

farmed 560 acres

Thomas
John
Richard
Robert

farmed 26 acres
farmed 90 acres
farmed 140 acres
farmed 471 acres

The total acreage here, 2,255, is slightly over the parish total so, perhaps some farmed fields
outside the parish. In the next census, 1871, further information given us is the number and
type of employees on each farm.

William

, farmed 97 acres, employees not stated.

Maria
and 1 boy.

(widow of 74 on "Middle St"), 240 acres with 4 labourers

Robert

, 64 acres with 1 labourer and 2 boys

(from "centre of village").
William

, acreage not stated, 5 labourers and

2 boys. (at "the Abbey")
Mary Jane

(a widow of only 33, in "Middle St"),

acreage not stated, 5 labourers and 2 boys.
Anthony
William
John
Richard
Robert

, 85 acres with 1 labourer and 1 boy
, 280 acres with 5 labourers and 5 boys
, 60 acres, employees not stated.
, 144 acres with 2 men.
, 470 acres with 7 labourers and 7 boys.

By 1861, small farmers seem to be referred to as
. The husband of widow Mary
Jane above was Thomas
aged 24. He farmed 257 acres with 4 labourers and 5 boys.
This period is the furthest back in time to yield any sporting
information about Skillington's villagers and the specific item below relates to the cricket
team. On this evidence the team goes back over 150 years. It was garnered by former
league secretary Alec Lord, who was researching the history of Sproxton Cricket Club, it
came from the Grantham Journal and was reproduced in Skillington's fixture list for 1997
(kindly loaned to me by Mr Gerald Goodliffe). The Journal report, dated 1856, is as follows..
"Sproxton v Skillington. The first game having been rained off, the second game ended in a
draw with both teams retiring to the Crown Inn after the game." Skillington's team was;
Newton, Worthington, Jackson, Bennett, Johnson, Pickering, Charlesworth, Hornbuckle,
Sharp, Yeats and Williamson.
The vicars during this Victorian era were …. From 1894, Charles W.H.Reynolds;
1882 Henry Smeeton Stevens; 1866 Andrew Wood; 1859 Charles Hudson; 1850 Sween
McDonald Mackay; and from 1834, James Adcock followed on from William Pennington
Thackray who was incumbent for part of that year.
Regarding the period when the Reverend Stevens was vicar … an anecdote states that he
was so unpopular that his bell-ringers "rang him out of the village when he left".

Chapter 5. The Victorians to the start of the ' Age of Science ', 1837
to 1637.
The early 1800s and the preceding century saw the beginnings of the industrialisation to
come in Victoria's reign. Roads were improved in the mid-1700s especially and Turnpike
Trusts, charging tolls, looked after the main highways. McAdam used a system of crushed
never used the binding agent, tar!). The beginnings of rail
stones to build roads (though
transport were founded. But the biggest enterprise to improve the carrying of goods about
the country was the construction of a huge network of canals.
Ingenious inventions were abundant during the 18th century and these saw the harnessing
of steam as a driving force for engines, which was to have a great impact on farming in
Skillington and elsewhere in the 19th century as well as in the weaving trade. A name with
recent connotations in the pop music world, Jethro Tull, devised a seed ' drilling ' machine
and the age of scattering seed by hand drew to a close. This new method obtained twice
the yield from only a third of the seed previously required. Also of benefit to the farmers of
Skillington, was the new crop rotation method utilising a root crop in one field. Thought up
by Lord ' Turnip ' Townshend of Norfolk, this system obviated the need for land to lie fallow.
Also, the new threshing (or thrashing) machines were circulated (rented out) to different
farmers, as the even better combines are today.
Although it can be seen that farming methods were rapidly improving during the later part
of this period, the 18th century saw a critical change in the conditions of the many very small
landowners. The poor cottagers who derived a meagre living from keeping a cow on
common or heath land and who were free to let their pigs roam in the woods were to suffer
drastically. This change was to drive many of them to a state of paupery and, later, for
some men to leave the country villages forever to work in the towns. This was the era of
enclosures …. See
below.

The change to the landscape due to this, which we see today and take for granted, was the
change from huge open fields to smaller, hedged fields and highways. There are several
grass fields surrounding the village which still show signs of the so-called ridge-and-furrow
pattern which the old strip system produced. To point out a few: the field just to the north
of Church Street and bordering the Grantham Road, opposite the football pitch, where
sheep and horses now graze. The furrows here are not too deep so, these fields have
probably been under the plough at some time. Clearer are the ridges in a small field up Park
Lane, on the right by the gates. Also, pasture fields bordering Back Lane show ridge-andwere so named because they separatfurrow patterns. (It has been stated that
onto the first open field). These examples are
ed the homesteads of a village which
the last remaining visible signs of the "old ways" of cultivation in Skillington.
Some "milestones" as we travel back ….
1837

Centralisation of records of Births, Marriages and Deaths

1836

Tithes to be paid in money (new Act)

1834

Poor Law amended

1833

Slavery abolished throughout British Empire

1825

Financial crisis in England

1815

Defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo and

Presiding over these changes and the 200 years of the period were a succession of monarchs from differing dynasties and our only attempt at a ruling parliament. This period of
monarchy saw the Stuart dynasty change to the German, Hanoverian line.
Before Victoria came King William IV (1830 – 1837); the Georges, I to IV, with the last-named
seeing the loss of our American colony. This takes us back to Queen Anne's reign (1702 –
1727) and then to William and Mary. Under this royal couple, religious tolerance was much
greater then before. The troubled years from, perhaps,1637 saw civil war between 1642 –
1649 when Charles I was beheaded; Parliament under Cromwell rule from 1649 to 1660; the
monarchy restored under Charles II (1661 – 1685), then James II (1685 – 1688).
This period was a time when people, although extremely religious, believed in the dark
forces of nature and in witches. We still sometimes use the expression "hag-ridden". This
originated in those days, for people believed that witches (or hags) came into the farmers'
barns at night and either got milk from a cow or borrowed a horse to ride on. If a nag
looked a bit worse for wear one morning, its owner guessed it had been ridden by a hag.
The answer to this was to hang up in the byre or stable a hag-stone to ward off such
intruders. This was a stone with a natural round hole through it. People also wore coins,
suspended around their necks, which they frequently touched ' for luck '. [I found one of
these with a metal-detector, a hammered silver coin worn so smooth by frequent touching
that the king's head and reverse-side shield were barely discernible].
How did the village of Skillington react to the civil war? This is hard to clarify but nearby
Grantham was apparently split down the middle in the allegiances of its aldermen, yet had
to endure intermittent occupation by Roundheads. I would contend that, in these early
times, nearly all the people of a village would have jumped, politically, in the same direction
as the Lord of the Manor. Where did the Skillington Lord stand? Peter Charlesworth gave
me the additional information that a Skillington man killed one of Prince Rupert's friends
occasioning that feared and dashing Royalist to come seeking revenge. There appears to
have been a skirmish, probably just over our parish border at Buckminster whence a field

there came to be known as
. I have found it hard to obtain details of how the Civil
War involved the villagers of Skillington, however.

To continue our brief periodic look at prices and wages ………..

Wheat in 1801 was 131 shillings per quarter and in 1812, 150s but by 1822 had slumped to
38s. Correspondingly, a quartern loaf of bread in 1815 cost 1s-4d but was only 7 3/8d by
1860.
Wool in 1814 was 44 shillings a ton(?) but, although going higher, had slumped to half that
by 1885.
Tea crashed down from 6s/lb in 1815 as did sugar, from 9 1/2d.
Agricultural wage (but variable) might have been 12s/week in 1813.
By 1770, cheese, bread and tea were the staple foods. The poor re-used tea and sometimes
added blackberry leaves to it to make it go further. Peasants rarely took a bath as it was
considered dangerous to the health. And they did not undress between November and
March for fear of catching a chill! Chimneys, which had started to become fashionable just
before this period begins, would have proliferated, replacing the ' hole in the roof ' outlet for
smoke. Those houses slow to follow this trend (the cottages or hovels of the peasants) may
at least have had a smoke bay built at the side of the room instead of using a central
vent-hole. Meats would then be smoked in this bay.
I suspect the crime rate in Skillington was at its lowest around 1816 …… An extract from
the History of Lincolnshire Vol. II reads, "At Lincoln … six men and one woman were
sentenced to death, three men for sheep stealing, one for horse, one for burglary, one for
assault and robbery and the woman for the same. Now horse and sheep stealing have
practically ceased and night burglaries are rare." Small wonder! Upon reading through all
the hangings which have taken place at Lincoln (LRO), I was not surprised to find that no-one
from Skillington was listed.
But, in the late 1600s and up to the mid-1700s , when horse-drawn coach travel reached its
! The
zenith, a new form of crimewave was launched. This was the time of the
one to be feared above others and to make his name in popular legend was, of course, Dick
Turpin. Now, oddly, here another famous or, rather, infamous character, makes his way
into the history of Skillington – or at least, riding along our parish border! How is this, the
reader may wonder? It may well be that this is simply another case of a celebrity being
"adopted" by a place that has no true claim. Be that as it may, the facts about this notorious
outlaw, when sorted out from the legend, put Dick, and his trusty steed, Black Bess, in this
vicinity. He and his gang, and especially his partner Tom King, are known to have plagued
travellers along the Great North Road (though usually nearer to London) and, after Dick
accidentally shot his partner, he was hunted and made his famous ride from London to York.
He would not have ridden along the Great North Road, for he had to avoid the toll-stations
so, the Viking Way
. There
was, apparently, a re-enactment of this when someone rode along the Viking Way (I am not
sure of the year this took place. See, also,
below). He was certainly not too far away,
as it is known that one of his pursuers gave up the chase and rested up in Grantham. And
to take this speculation further: it was known that Dick stopped over at various ale-houses
which lay just off the main highways. Did he slip off the Viking Way to an ale-house in
Skillington? As the son of an inn-keeper himself, Dick would have enjoyed a good brew.

Maybe this romanticised and fanciful dreaming is straying too far away from known truths
… but, it just possible!
It was towards the end of this period that the population of Skillington began to
climb towards the peak it reached in the Victorian era. By 1831 it had reached 389 (almost
a third higher again than its present figure, yet still more than 100 below its all-time high!).
But, as we move back in time it is steadily dwindling ….
1821 ………………. 364 (there were 67 houses)
1811 ………………. 270
1801 ………………. 244
This was the first Census year in anything like the modern sense!
Many ways have been tried by governments to extract taxes from people. Two such
methods imposed upon Skillington and other villages across the land were
and the
. One can often see where a window has been bricked in to avoid the
former but the second tax would have been more difficult to avoid, I would have thought.
It does, however, hand down to us a list of the villagers at certain times; those required to
pay up for each hearth they possessed. The following list of villagers was obtained from
those records at the Lincolnshire Archives office …..
(9 hearths); John
(7) and, perhaps, another John Allen (1); Widow
(4); Widow
(3); Widow
(2); Robert Christian (2); Thomas Christian
(2); Henry Christian (3); Mr.
(3); William
(1); John
(2); Robert
(1); Thomas Denton (2); Edward
(1); Ralph
(4); Nicholas
(2);
Charles
(2); Henry
(1); Thomas Denton iun ? (2); John
(2); John Parker (1).

William

This gives us the names of those living in a reasonable dwelling in Skillington during the
reign of Charles II (1660 – 1685) with one notable exception …. where was the
family,
which by my researches should now be a firm part of the Skillington fabric? The Newton
name is again missing from the Lincolnshire Protestation Returns for the even earlier 1641.
Below is a full transcript of this taken from Mr Cryer's History.
Robert
, Jonas
, James
, Miles
, George
, Nicholas
,
Richard
, Richard
, Robert
, Thomas
, Richard
, Raphe
, Richard
, Thomas
, William
jun., William
sen., Thomas
, Thomas
, Richard
, Matthew
, Robert
, Richard
(Churchwarden), John
, William
, John
, Richard
, Francis
,
James
, John
, Nicholas
(Overseer), Thomas
, Christopher
,
Christopher
, John
, Henry
, James
, Thomas
, William
(Curate), John
, John
, John
, Henry
, Henry
, Edward
The Constable, William
, attested that all had signed.
Protestations could be of loyalty to the crown but this one seems to be against taxes. Could
it be that the Newtons were either exempt or making their own stand against this and the
above Hearth Tax?
By the early 1700s the only name from our original 17 that I noticed when scanning copies
of the Parish Registers was
. Thus, this family name, with a long tradition in the
blacksmith vocation, has seen around three hundred years of continuity at Skillington, a
record to be proud of. Other names to disappear from the village scene well before the
second millennium but who stretch even further back into antiquity than Selby are the

Christian and Newton names. The Christian name may not precede Selby by too many
decades but can be found in the Parish Registers of the 1600s.
Descendent of the "Skillington Christians", Mr Robert Christian, has sent me a comprehensive family tree and photographs and, in addition, details of wills, indentures, etc. These
latter were contained in a famous "will box" bearing a plate with the legend
"
" (see photograph below) and which he is still de-ciphering
and cataloguing. The tree is shown in Appendix 4 and some extracts from the other papers
are given below. The Christian family finally gave up trying to extract a living from farming
Skillington land in the 1930s, a bad time for farmers.
The last Newtons to live and farm in the village, Frederick and Fanny and their son, Lance,
actually related to Sir Isaac (see later). The earliest Newton, however, is Thomas who
was christened in 1542 and appears on the very first page of the earliest Skillington parish
register so, it would seem that this venerable family may have farmed Skillington land by
the early1500s. Interestingly, the Newtons and Christians were linked by marriage in 1764
and again in c1814.

The "will box" of the Christian family. This lovely old item of furniture was
passed down through their family. It contained many interesting documents throwing light onto the history of this notable Skillington farming
family. (Courtesy of Robert Christian).
The ' big two ' at this time in terms of land ownership and importance in the social structure
of Lincolnshire, as well as their impact on Skillington, were not residents of this village.
However, we need to take a look at their origins. The Cholmeley family (the most used
spelling) came from Cheshire and Sir Henry Cholmeley bought the manor of Easton from
the Archbishop of York in 1606. By the late 1700s, when Skillington was enclosed, Sir
Montague Cholmeley was the largest landowner and he then held title to over a quarter of
the parish lands. The family's Easton Estate is still going strong. The Turnors came into the

reckoning at a later time. Sir Edmund Turnor (bn 1619, d 1707) married the daughter of Sir
John Harrison and thus acquired land from that family, which was based at Stoke Rochford.
(Although not a Lord of the Manor of Skillington, Sir Edmund fought on the side of the
Royalists in the Civil War!). His family originated in Haverhill, Suffolk. Both these giants of
the local aristocratic scene have monuments in Stoke Rochford church and the Turnors have
many gravestones there.
The memorial of the Turnor family at Stoke Rochford church. This was first
built with the death of
in 1320.
The monument above it is
to Christopher Turnor
(1809-1886) and his wife
Carolina, daughter of William, 9th Earl of Winchelsea
and Nottingham. A large
grave plot in the churchyard is the final resting
place of Christopher Hatton Turnor (1840-1914) but
it is very neglected and
overgrown. Many other
Turnors have graves in the
churchyard. The Turnor's
became one of the major
land-owning families of
Skillington and contributed
enormously to the welfare
of the village. This neighbouring churchyard is well
worth a visit, partly for its
unusual variety in types of
headstone.

The memorial in Stoke Rochford church to the
Cholmeley family. The monument with kneeling figures is to
of Easton,
who died in 1632, his wife Elizabeth and sons
and daughters. Later generations are commemorated around the base. The black marble inset is inscribed "Here lye also interr'd
Montague Cholmeley, Eldest son of Henry,
Founder of this Monument, who Marrying
Elizth Daughter of Sr. Edward Hartop of Buckminster, Leicestershire, had Issue Eight Children. Dyed Feb,y 3, 1652." The Cholmeleys
acquired Skillington land in the early 1600s
and were over a long period manorial lords
here.

I conducted a search of the Births, Marriages and Deaths for Skillington, on the Grantham
Library microfiche, back to their beginnings but confess that this was no easy task. Those
who, in researching their family tree, have successfully made the jump back at 1837 to
copies of the parochial registers will understand the difficulties. Initially the format is precise and clear and the handwriting is usually the beautiful, copperplate style of the early
19th century. But, as one progresses further back, one finds the writing deteriorating into
a scrawl, the actual letters are not as we would expect them to be now (e.g. an is sometimes shown like a long
but without the cross-stroke) and the paper or parchment used
may have been attacked by mice or simply the ravages of time. Therefore, my search
was rather cursory and my limited skills as a reader of ancient script prevented a clear
translation of some of the early names. At the end of chapter 6, on page125, the very first
page for Skillington is shown (from 1541) together with my attempted translation. The
reader will see the problem!
at the present period, at the early 1800s, no such problem exists (see
But, as we
page of Skillington Parish Register overleaf). We can trace clearly that some of the names
of our stalwarts, whom we perhaps expected or hoped would feature in these earlier days,
are indeed there. The following are some of the names I found in my limited search. [Admittedly, unless a true family tree is used, a clear connection cannot be asserted in these
is a family connection as people did not often move
instances. However, there
from their home parish. Also, of course, the female line may be there but may have been
obscured by change of name due to marriage.]….
In 1833 Sarah
was born of William and Ann (?); in 1832 William
was born of
Nathaniel and Ann (?) and, also in that year, I found the name
, reaching as far
back as I could trace this family), when Thomas Charlesworth Meads was born to Will and
Jane. The trades of all the three fathers mentioned here were given as
. In 1825
was baptised, the daughter of Thomas and Mary. The typical page of ChrisAnn
tenings in 1813, shown overleaf, lists several names which have continued until modern
times …. Rayson, Ingleton, and Snow (of Snow's Yard?).
A page from the parish register for 1729 (see page 93) shows the deteriorating format
over this 100 years span, though this is still plainly legible. Well-known surnames like the
and
are on that page and under ' Weddings ' at the start of that century
are, in 1701 Elizabeth
; 1705 Joseph
; 1707 Rebecca
; 1710 Robert
;
and 1708 Anne
.
Fortunately for my researches, several family histories of Skillington villagers whose ancestry stretches back this far have been recorded. As well as the Christian family tree
mentioned above, Mr John Selby gave me his, see appendix 6, (together with the superb
early photograph of his grandfather on a pony and trap shown earlier). Also, a partial attempt at the 'trees' of the fatefully linked Christian and Berridge families came into Mrs
Beverley Townsley's possession and she kindly loaned me these rather delicate originals to
use. The Christian family tree has been compiled in much more detail, however, and this
(see Appendix 4) was supplied by Mr Robert Christian.
I have also managed to compile a tree showing the connection of the last Newtons to farm
at Skillington with Sir Isaac Newton's family. This was from the definitive family tree compiled by volunteers of the National Trust at Woolsthorpe Manor together with my own researches on the gravestones in the churchyard here, confirming some Skillington
connections. (See Appendix 5).

Photocopy of page of Baptisms from Skillington's Parish Register for 1813 to show format and clear writing at that time
(Courtesy of Grantham Library.)
As previously stated,
and
reach back into the 1600s. See under
, later in this chapter, just how influential the Christian family was in this early period
of the village's history. One young lady in particular was to cause profound changes to
the religious and social habits of a large section of Skillington's populace which was to reverberate down the years to our present time.

A page from Skillington Parish Register for 1729.
(Courtesy of Grantham Library)
Sometime in the years just after1647, a young boy began to make the regular trek of about
a mile, across the footpath or bridleway, from Woolsthorpe to the church at Skillington. The
object of his visits was to receive a basic schooling by some learned lady of the village. This
was a so-called
, often the classes being held at the tutor's house but this one
was held at the church. The boy was to grow up to be one of the greatest scientific geniuses
that the World has ever produced. For his contributions to science he was knighted by
Queen Anne and became Sir Isaac Newton. What prompted his schooling at Skillington in
these formative years? It may well have been because he had three aunts living here at that
time.
may have recommended that he use the services of the learned Skillington lady.
He would possibly have been a regular visitor to them anyway.
What type of boy was he? He was apparently quite normal in his boyhood pursuits but,
perhaps, rather difficult to get on with. Although his genius did not ' shine out ' during

his childhood, his undoubted intellect may have made it difficult for him to relate to other
village children …. and, also, it is recorded, with the servants at his home, Woolsthorpe Manor.
In a religious period, later on as a young man, Newton recalled the unforgivable ' sins ' of his
earlier years. These included …
Making a mousetrap on a Sunday.
Punching his younger sister.
Robbing his mother's box of sugared plums.
Denying (he had) a crossbow to his mother and grandmother.
Stealing cherry cobs from Edward Storer.
Having unclean thoughts …
Peevishness with his mother.
And other sins …. Sounds quite normal, actually! Apart from his intellect, another factor
which may have set him apart from his peers, was the developments which took place
during his first few years. His father died just before he was born and then, when Isaac was
only three, his mother re-married and went to live at Boothby Pagnell
Later, he was
to experience the further trauma of his mother and half-siblings' return when his stepfather
died (Isaac was then ten). Before looking at his Skillington relatives, let us run briefly
through Newton's achievements….
After going on to Cambridge University, Newton returned,
because of an outbreak of the plague in that town, to his
home. His age now was but twenty-two yet it was at this
time, and in only two short years, that his latent genius
burst forth. In his own words he was, "In the prime of my
age for invention and minded mathematics and philosophy
more than at any time since." He was now to devise a
theory of optics and also, incredibly, new laws concerning
the movements of bodies, especially the paths of planets
and comets, which incorporated a new look at the force of
gravity.

From a portrait of Newton.
As a boy he would have made
frequent visits to Skillington –
to receive his early schooling
and to visit relatives. Some of
these members of the Newton
family were to continue farming here until the 1970s.

The publication of these revolutionary theories came later
in his life, as did his own development of calculus. Newton
was a brilliant yet intuitive mathematician. He made, also,
an incredible penetration into
subject which interested
him, reading and then writing up his own ideas prodigiously.
As well as his better known scientific labours (which are, of
course, outside the scope of this History, but the definitive
book about Newton is
by Richard S. Westfall),
Newton explored Alchemy and,because he was a very religious man, Religion itself. In 1936 his writings on this latter
subject were sold at Sotheby's and were estimated at
! He, no doubt, found more in
Skillington's church to interest him than merely the early
schooling. Newton, although living in an age of mysticism

and superstition, did far more than anyone to launch the true age of science … hence, the
title of this chapter.
He died in London at the age of 85 and the Woolsthorpe manor house was eventually
mortgaged to the Cholmeley family and later (1773) bought by Edmund Turnor.
Newton's connections with Skillington families I obtained from several sources and perhaps
need even more thorough investigation. However, I was pleased to establish a definite
family connection between the line of the Woolsthorpe genius and the Newtons who farmed
in this village, Frederick and Fanny, who so tragically lost their youngest son in WW2, and
their surviving son, Lance. These two generations did so much for the village community in
recent times. The connection goes back to Sir Isaac's great, great grandfather, John
Newton. He had two sons among others; eldest son Richard whose line of decent led to Sir
Isaac and youngest son William whose line of decent to the Skillington Newtons is shown in
the Newton family tree. Most of this has been recorded handsomely and much more fully
by the National Trust volunteer group at Woolsthorpe manor. The rest was confirmed by
my examination of the gravestones in Skillington's churchyard.
In addition to the link shown above, Robert Westfall's biography of Sir Isaac Newton,
, states that he had three aunts living in Skillington, all with young children. Also,
, states that one of his father's sisters
another book about Newton,
married a Joseph Woodrough of Skillington. This sister, Elizabeth, is undoubtedly one of the
aunts but she married William not Joseph. The other two may well be Anne, the second wife
of uncle Richard, and Isobel, who married John Cook of Skillington.
…..................
While looking at the people of Skillington during this period, I will keep the promise I made
in the earlier chapter on the Victorians - when looking at the history of Skillington's alehouses – to list those people who welcomed villagers into their cottages for a refreshing drink
and, perhaps, some victuals. These were the people who paid, in the early 1800s, £10 for an
annual license and promised to obey the statutes regarding good, lawful behaviour. They
were ….
In 1812, Joseph Musson – the £10 surety put up by Henry Newman.
In 1797, Francis Bolton and John Atter – each giving surety for the other. (remember an
Atter was landlord later at the Cross Swords but, as he came from Ponton, I doubt there
was a direct family connection.)
1784, Francis Boulton and John Atter again but with surety from John Monk and
William Musson.
1729, Ed(rus?) Allen: K(?)irus Clarke "absent".
1723, John Tinkler "absent": Josephus(?) Otter (Otter is perhaps the earlier spelling of Atter):
surety or additional name, John Boyfield ( no doubt the same who died in 1730 and whose
monument is part of the church nave wall)
1721, James (Tusgier?) "new management": Thomas Snow: John (Jusgler?) "absent"
1702, Ed(?) Morris: (?) Mannapton(?)
1696, James B(?)enson possibly Denton: John Franberry and son: Thomas Newton and son:
(?) Ewerdine and son. (note: Henry Christian stated as "Constable")
1684, James Snow: (?) Christian(?): (Joseph?) Marson

1686, Lidia (Higworth?): Robert Smithe: Thomas Denton
As can be seen, some of these names were very difficult to read but there were certainly
some of Skillington's foremost families keeping what was referred to in one record as a
"common victualing house". Of course, farming a crop of barley, malting it and producing
ale is only one step away from selling it.
With regard to the contents of the

of the Christian family, mentioned previously:

In 1716, an indenture, or contract of apprenticeship, was signed between Thomas Christian
and a John Stoovens (Stevens?) of Whissendine, Tallow Chandler [candle-maker]. For the
sum of £5 Thomas, son of Henry Christian, was to learn this trade over a period of seven
years. From the family tree, see appendix 4, Thomas was sixteen years old. I do not know
whether this was usual – perhaps as Thomas was not the eldest son, he needed to have
some trade other than farming at his fingertips. In a later draft will of his below, dated 1748
and pre-dating his death, he calls himself a Tallow Chandler but, in his final will dated 1764
he has reverted to "farmer" …..
Probat of the Will of Thomas Christian late of Skillington deced 1764, " In the name of God
Amen. I Thomas Christian of Skillington in the county of Lincoln, farmer being of sound
memory do make and ordain this my last will and testament … all my just debts and funeral
expenses be paid and discharged. I give unto my daughter Mary Blake Ten pounds … my
daughter Ann Shepherd Ten pounds … my daughter Elizabeth Tooty Ten pounds … my
daughter Isabella Christian One Hundred Pounds … my daughter Lydia Christian One
Hundred Pounds … unto my daughters Isabella and Lydia Christian all the furniture in the
room wherein I now lye (Except one Desk which I give to my Son Thomas Christian) and also
all the furniture in the parlour to be equally divided btween them share and share alike ...
unto the poor of Skillington Forty shillings ... all the rest residue ... I give devise and bequeath
unto my Son Thomas Christian ... I have hereto set my hand and seal this Twentyeighth day
of October in the year of our lord One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty …"
[The bequest to Skillington's poor a nice touch, typically Christian in whichever sense the
name is used, and in the next will extract, a similar concern]
This from the above Thomas's son, also called Thomas ….
Dated 1773, "I give unto my beloved wife Ann Christian all those three closes in Sewtern
Lordship …… and at her decease to son Robert Christian …" He also leaves Ann £300;
Robert £200; daughters Ann and Elizabeth £150 each when they attain age of 21. And in
addition "
The residue was to son William. He died in 1781 and it was his children,
especially Ann, who were the prime instigators of Skillington's Methodists.
Of the final will, I will make only a brief comment. This is of yet another Thomas Christian,
farmer of Skillington but here seen holding possessions at Buckminster and Sewstern.
Dated 1782, in addition to his family's bequests, he leaves "to the poor of the parish of
Skillington the sum of Five Pounds".
Other papers come under appropriate headings.
The area map on page 99, c1760, as well as showing the road system to be dealt
with below, seems to indicate that there were dwellings along Church Street
!
If this detail from the map is taken as shown, then a substantial part of the village must have
existed nearer to the church than presently is the case. This is also born out from work by
the Archaeological Department of Leicester University when exploring earthworks in the
paddock. This found "A stone and brick well, which may be 17th century or earlier; possibly

a medieval stone wall; and possibly
pottery from the period we have now arrived at in our travels.

" Plus, sherds of

There were two Lords of the Manor at Skillington at one time and this could explain why we
have two manor houses. The manor house adjacent to the church was a moated house and
, this manor house is
was built or re-built in 1637. Now named
almost certainly the oldest remaining dwelling in Skillington, although that honour may well
be shared by Home Farmhouse.
The effect that property taxes had is revealed to some extent in a further paper from the
Christian Will Box. This is a hand written list, dated 1757, concerning charges for "Houses
of Skillington …
Windows and Lights for the
Thomas Christian, 2 houses with 14 windows, rates 7s, total 9s, half-yearly payment 4/6
John Boyfield, 2 houses with 6 windows, rates £1-6s, etc"
The list of 27 names is headed by these and also (with two houses each), William Christian;
Robert Newton; and Henry, Thomas and Thomas Christian again. Thomas Christian and
John Boyfield were the "Assessors and Collectors"
The stone dovecote near to the church has been dated to between 1600
and 1699. I cannot imagine that it should be built
the manor house, however, and it
is my assumption that it was built shortly after 1637 as an adjunct to the manor, perhaps
to supply birds for the table. It was certainly a pretty fancy building for that purpose but,
as already stated, this earned it its present listed building status.
The church was already a very old ' lady ' by the early years of this period and probably
required quite a lot of upkeep but, perhaps from the mid-17th century, it had the patronage
of the wealthy Turnor family, as well as having a flourishing congregation. The Church of
England was a very wealthy body at this time with a huge income from farming and tithes.
This would have ensured that it was well maintained. When we reach this era in our
passage back through time, the church only had three bells. A peal would have been
distinctly lacking, I feel. An interesting feature in the church dating to this period is the
incorporation into the chancel wall of two medieval stone grave slabs engraved with
"crosses fleury". The purpose of this, for one at any rate, was for it to be re-used in memory
of John Boyfield, who died in 1730 (see photograph page 111).
The map of c1750, facing, as well as giving us an insight into
where the dwellings of this period were placed, shows some startling changes in the roads
system compared with the later Victorian times and with that of today. There were only two
main roads leading out of the village. The north road led directly to South Stoke, which was
then split into a North and South, being divided by the hall and its grounds. From there the
traveller would have turned in a slightly southward direction to meet the Great North Road
where the journey may have proceeded to Grantham, passing through Great Paunton (as it
was then called). The odd thing about this as shown, if its accuracy is reliable, is that this
road seems to have left the village much closer to Cringle Brook than the present route.
Only thirty-four years later, the Enclosure Map on page 103 shows the more familiar route.
The south road was no doubt the road which has long since deteriorated into a trackway (or
as a trackway, for this was then the nature of main roads!) to Buckminster. The
south-west bound traveller would have reached the Viking Way – then a reasonable road
and very well-used – and, unless bound for the villages of Stainby or Buckminster off to the
left and right, would have reached Suiston (Sewstern), perhaps turning right then for
Melton. The Sproxton Road seems to have been at this time little more than a footpath or

bridleway. The Colsterworth Road also seems to peter out just above Cringle Brook, as does
a road heading west out of Woolsthorpe. These probably connected, once again as a
footpath/bridleway.

Map of the Skillington area c1750. This shows only two main roads out of the village (the
Grantham one being much lower than was the case a few years later – perhaps the enclosures affected this). Note that houses are shown on both sides of Church Street.
(Courtesy of Grantham Museum).
But what of the Viking Way in the 1700s? In the 1994
(which, as already
acknowledged, was loaned to me by Margaret Hallam) is an article by Jim McPherson about
"Sewstern Lane". The Viking Way (or Drift), of which Sewstern Lane forms a part, is, he
surmises, extremely old, dating back, perhaps, to the pre-history of the Bronze Age. Being
on higher ground than the lands to the east, it would have afforded early man a safer route
above the swampier territory of Kesteven. He says that it suffered a decline in use during
Roman times, as they would have preferred their own Ermine Way (mostly Great North
Road). In the 1700s, however, the turnpike road improvements to the latter – and the

accompanying tolls! – soon led the not-so-rich to look for an alternative, cheaper route. This
body of travellers largely comprised the drovers of sheep and cattle. Through Mr McPherson's article we can see why this was so … London was expanding at a phenomenal rate and
needed meat! Much of that meat lay to the accompanying tolls! – soon led the not-so-rich
to look for an alternative, cheaper route. This body of travellers largely comprised the
drovers of sheep and cattle. Through Mr McPherson's article we can see why this was so
… London was expanding at a phenomenal rate and needed meat! Much of that meat lay
to the north, as far away, even, as Scotland, so, they came, drovers bringing along their
herds of cattle and sheep. (Mr McPherson says that 100,000 cattle and 700,000 sheep
converged upon London in a year by the end of this century). The Viking Way at this time
must have been like the Chisholm Trail in America! Imagine the noise and bustle created
by these herds right on the edge of Skillington parish – did the village benefit or suffer in any
way, I wonder? Perhaps, due to the Enclosures of this era, the good people of Skillington
had other things to worry about. As well as the drovers avoiding the Great North Road, so
too, perhaps, did some highwaymen …. ??
But, in those far off times before the turnpike acts (1637 to early 1700s), there simply was
to travel so, why build or improve roads? However, by the mid-1700s, some
not the
major roads had been improved enough for coach travel to connect the towns and cities
along their path. A fast coach could do 38 miles in 3 1/2 hours. Note on the map on page
99 the route through Colsterworth of the Great North Road, branching off from the older
Roman Road (Ermine Way) a few miles to the south of that village.
Before 1797, huge, mostly open fields surrounded the village of Skillington. The pre enclosure map shows a North Field and a West Field, separated by a belt of land containing park
land, a moor and a pasture field. The north-west corner of West Field was a heath. To the
south of Cringle Brook was Mill Field containing, of course, Skillington's windmill, standing
on suitably high ground (approximately on the site where the windmill once stood is our
thoroughly modern short wave relay tower). A part of Mill Field lay to the north of the brook
and this was separated from the larger part by a wedge of marshy ground suitably called
Rush Ley. Rushes were quite valuable in these times as, coated in animal fats, they were
used as lighting. To the east of Mill Field, and once again divided by the brook, was more
heath land. The strip along the brook, being too low-lying and marshy to till, was known as
Cringle Meadow, Full Beck Meadow and West Beck Meadow. Between the southernmost
part of the village and the brook lay the appropriately named Little Field. The map on pages
112 and 113 (copied from a map in the possession of Peter Selby and kindly loaned to me)
shows all the field names of Skillington parish.
– the right to pasture;
At this time the rights of use of common land were …
– the right to tree loppings, gorse and brushwood for fires etc.;
the right
to take turf or peat;
– the right to collect beech nuts, acorns etc.;
– fishing
rights; and
– the right to use sand, gravel, stones and minerals.
The Enclosure saw a huge change and the small cottagers hardly realised what was to be
lost to them! Society as a whole, though, was quickly to bear the burden of a substantial
number of destitute people. As late as the 1891 census, quite a few Skillington villagers
were labelled in this document as "Pauper". There may have been many more shortly after
the enclosures. Certainly many people would lose their independence and become dependant on others for work.
The enclosure map of 1797 (page 103) showing the Awards gives (Sir) Montague Cholmeley
as being the owner of by far the biggest area of land - with the Reverend John Hopkinson
being given a surprisingly large acreage (perhaps Church rather than private) which incorporated the parkland, moor and pasture. Henry Christian, Edmund Turnor and Mary

Newton were other major landowners. Below is the list of awards. I obtained these and
other information regarding numbers of livestock, etc from a small account book (see page
104) in which the details were listed in a neat but often minuscule handwriting [This at
Lincolnshire County Archives]. Mr Cryer in his History of the village seems to have used
another source for his information on the enclosure but my listing below (and my maths)
seems to agree pretty well with his account ………
Field number

Acreage (approx)

Sir Montague Cholmeley ………

8
15
16
48
49
54
55

under 1 acre
75
1
232
196
11
52 … Total 567

Reverend John Hopkinson ………

16
18
19
31
32
33

8
83
less than 1 acre
13
265
5 … Total 374

Mr Cryer's source states these two are

.

Henry Christian …………………..

4
6
6
46

12
15
6
982 … Total 133

Edmund Turnor ………………….

1
2
29
34
45

22
20
40
less than 1 acre
33 … Total 115

Mary Newton …………………….

23
50

64
26 … Total 90

Thomas Berridge …………………

21
26

9
76 … Total 85

Thomas Knight …………………..

12
43

16
53 … Total 69

William Green ……………………

36
40
41

13
24
31 … Total 68

John Northen …………………….

9
10
11

12
16
17 … Total 45

William Christian …………………

24
52

16
18 … Total 34

Vicar ………………………………

37
38

15
9 … Total 24

Thomas Oldknow ………………….
Inigo (?) Snow ……………………..
William Parker …………………….
Constable …………………………..

42
13
14
51

7
4
2
2

Inpropriator ……………………

20
25
28
29
39
53

27
8
84
179
38
72 … Total 408

6 stone pits…. At numbers 3, 7, 22, 27, 34 and 44 (3 is the cross-roads mill pit, I believe)
Other awards not included under numbered fields are … John Boyfield (6 acres); William
Huckerby (5 acres); John Hawley (2 acres) and Thomas Marriott (1 acre).
Further very small land awards are made to John Atter and James Cottingham.
The valuations book gives some figures, in addition to the columns shown on page 104,
which cannot be acreages because the total acreage of the parish is little more than 2,000.
What these are I am not sure (?) ….
Arable land as 1,359. Grass 38,907
Pasture and moor 63,505. Fullbeck meadow 19,931
It lists the number of ox-gangs as 110, beast 256 and sheep 1,100.
reduced to sheep" 770.

Also, "beast common

I wonder how long it took before the new owners of fields began to plant the hedges around
them?

The enclosure map of 1797 coloured to show the major land-owners. Stone pits are at 'P'
Maybe Cringle Brook had already acquired its name by the start of this era. The Brook's
sources have been dealt with earlier. From the village it flows, winding as its name suggests, via Stoke and into the Witham at Great Ponton.
What was the driving force behind all this change previously detailed? The
profit to be made from the wool trade was part of the answer – perhaps sheer greed was
the rest.
Prior to the change, the true farming method (as distinct from that practised by cottagers) was to divide the open fields into strips, the width of each strip being determined by
the space necessary for a team of oxen to plough and then turn at the end of each strip.
Gradually a deepening channel would form to divide each strip and the earth build up towards the centre of the strip. This gave them their modern description of
. A farmer might work several strips in one field, though these may not necessarily
have been adjacent. The overall system employed three fields, one growing wheat, one
barley and one lying fallow. These would be rotated each year.

Somewhere in this period, possibly about the mid-1700s, although
ox-gangs are mentioned in the
later valuations book previously
covered, a change to the motive
power on farms occurred. [If it
had not happened, we may today
have talked of the oxenpower of
an engine!]. It is not easy to see
why farmers changed over from
oxen to horses. Consider the advantages of the former … oxen
were cheaper to feed; they were
less subject to sickness; they
pulled more steadily and could
work closer to hedges; their harness was simpler; their shoeing
(front feet only) was cheaper –
and, when their working days
were over, they could be slaughtered for meat! Despite this, the
faster horses took over as the
"four-legged tractors".
A page from a book of Enclosure
Valuations showing those for
Skillington. As Mr Cryer points
out in his History, even the Constable had a small allotment.
(Courtesy of Lincolnshire County

One of the Christian papers shows that ox-gangs were still in use in Skillington in 1758 as
the following bill of rates shows …
"A Levy Layed afftor of Rate of Sixpence the Oxgang todo pay ye Charges of ye Cringle
Dikering Etc.
John Boyfield Farm
18 Oxgang
John Boyfield for Mr Reeves
6
William Christian
4
Robert Newton
7
Henry Christian
10
Thomas Christian
15
etc
…a list of 16 names and rates."

9s
3s
2s
3s6d
5s
7s6d

As well as horses working the land, they provided farmers and the "gentry" with the only
means of travel other than walking. Even as early as 1773, books were giving advice on
how to avoid one of the disadvantages of that mode of travel, as the following extract
by Henry Bracken, written in that year states ….
from
" It may not be amiss to tell the Reader how he may preserve his own Posteriors, as well as
the Horse's Back, from galling, fretting or excoriating … For when by the Fridging, Etc in
Riding, the Serum or watery Part of the Blood is gathered between two Skins, it is then too
late to prevent a sore Backside. Therefore either apply pretty large Plaisters spread thin
up on Leather with Diachylon or what is sometimes called Diapalm to the Buttocks before
you really want them or be content to jog on with a wry Face and a sore Arse."
A tenancy agreement of 1797, between The Rev John Hopkinson of Market Overton , Clerk,
and Robert Christian of Skillington, farmer, reveals quite a lot of information about farm
matters … firstly, how the property is to be maintained ….
"…repairs of walls, fences, gates, stiles, ditches and water courses. Not to convert to Tillage, any Meadow or Pasture Land. To inbarn stack and lay upon the premises and not
elsewhere hay straw and other Produce. Dung and Manure not to be carried out at the
time of quitting. Not to cut down etc Timber Tree not to lop any Poll'd Tree nor cut or
plash any hedge under Ten years growth."
And, following, hand written instructions for methods of farming …
"…To manage the Arable Land in a good and Husbandlike Manner in the following order
and succession (that is to say) – One fifth part Barley after Turnips to be sown with …good
clover and grass seeds … One fifth part Clover and Grass seeds of the first year … second
year … And one fifth part Corn after Clover and Grass Seeds of the second year to be succeeded by fallow and the course repeated…" A schedule of property with acreages follows
…"Premises in Skillington to be held … Freehold Old Inclosures … Farm House Yard etc
(2roods 24perches); Long Close (1acre 2perches); New Inclosures … Piece on Rush Ley
SouthEast of the Road Leading towards Buckminster { Arable and Meadow} (15acres
21perches); Piece SouthEast of the last {Arable and small part Meadow} (26acres 1rood
34perches); Leasehold New Inclosures … In the Park {Meadow} (12acres 3roods
18perches); In the West Field North of the Melton (Sproxton) Road {Arable} (20acres
1rood 26perches); Piece North of the last {Arable} (9acres 10perches); Piece North West
of the last {Arable} (30acres 1rood 31perches); Piece West of the last adjoining the Sewstern Road {Arable} (31acrea 16perches)" – Totalling over 167acres. The rent for this was
£106 per annum.
which appeared in ten-year- cyCattle were subject to a virulent disease called
cle outbreaks from 1745 until it was eradicated in Victorian times, as stated earlier.
In the 1740s, a farm labourer was paid about a shilling a day, his wife 10d and children
over seven 4d.
A farm was let at £1 per acre in 1795, rose to 36 shillings in 1814, but slumped back to 29
shillings in 1831.
Whatever the upheavals in the spiritual beliefs of the Nation throughout the full
cycle of Skillington's existence, one thing is certain – during the era we have now reached,
the day-to-day practise of Christianity among the uncomplicated, hard-toiling country folk
was as strong as it ever was. However, some religious thinkers were not altogether happy about the way the established Church of England was conducting its "business" in this

emotive area of our lives. They battled, usually in a preaching sense, to create a change;
to branch off in a new direction while still holding to the main tenets of the Christian faith.
Because they did not conform to the standard practices of the Church of England, they
were classed as Nonconformists – and often had to bear abuse and vilification for straying
from the approved path. They also created a problem for those who would, much later,
attempt to trace a family tree, for the names of these Non-conformists did not appear in
the standard Church of England registers.
In the early 1700s, however, all may well have been serene in the pattern of worship in Skillington. The fine old church of St James would, almost certainly, have been packed every
Sunday. One family regularly attesting to its faith was the appropriately named Christian
family, farmers of some substance. Although I confess to originally believing that this
family's name may have derived from its devout belief in the Christian faith, the source of
most of my details of its connections with Skillington, Robert Christian, says that their own
family research suggests that the origin lies overseas in the country of Denmark. In one
corner of the churchyard are perhaps thirty gravestones in memoriam to members of this
redoubtable family. They stand in three rows, but the older ones, literally made of stone,
bear the ravages of time and, unfortunately, are virtually unreadable … however, they are
still standing proudly in our day as a monument to their lives.
As we have already seen, in 1758 Thomas Christian and his wife gave birth to a daughter,
Ann*. When she grew up, Ann was, we are informed by several other historical accounts
including the Methodist's Souvenir Booklet, ' Quite a belle '. She had, apparently, a tall and
rather fine figure; she dressed in a tasteful yet "advantageous" style; and she rode a spirited horse about the village. She was, no doubt, the apple of her father's eye, and this doting father, of hers. Then tragedy came into her young life …. her father died suddenly at
the age of 51. The outcome of this – dealt with in greater detail in the above-mentioned
booklet – was that solace for Ann's grief only truly came at her introduction to Methodism,
via the preaching of a Wesleyan convert, the Reverend Dr Coke, at Ann's home. Thus, we
are told, regular preaching of the Methodist faith began in Skillington at the close of 1782
or early in 1783. It has never looked back!

because this is used in the account in the Methodist Sou[* - I have used the spelling
venir Booklet and may well be how she herself was known in her adult years – there was
not a
spelling of anyone's name in these times, anyway. However, the parish register
entry of the baptism above shows her given name as
.]
But, Ann's contribution did not end there. Upon taking a husband, she became Mrs Berridge, and continued to encourage the spread of Methodism among the villagers. Her
brother, William, originally it seems, not too enamoured by his sister's piety, became as
staunchly Methodist as she. Ann died aged 76 in 1834 but her gravestone cannot be identified [a survey done in 1977 does not show a Berridge at all in the churchyard but lists
25/26 Christians, one of whom is her brother, William, and his first and second wives, Ellen
(Gretton) and Esther. I believe Ann Berridge (Christian) is there but her gravestone is undoubtedly one of those that have become unreadable.] Initially, meetings would have been
at Ann's house or some other but, in 1802, ' the first Chapel at Skillington was erected …. '
(from the Souvenir Booklet) ' and …. this was located on Lord's Lane. '

To expand a little on Skillington's association with the Methodist movement … In a book
called
by Barry J.Biggs (kindly loaned to me by Sandra Stoneman) a further connection with the village is a theme. Co-founder of the Methodists, John
Wesley, exchanged correspondence with Ellen Gretton, who came up from London (though
born in Norton in Hales on the Shropshire/Staffs. Border) to live and pursue her millinery
business in Grantham. While attending Methodist meetings, Ellen caught the eye of Ann
Christian's brother, William, and they were married. The book also gives an interesting
thumbnail sketch of the village as it was then … including the detail that there existed an
intercommon of 60 acres shared by Skillington, Woolsthorpe and Colsterworth before the
enclosures. (This is stated too by Mr Cryer when he deals with the enclosures in his History).
All this must have caused plenty of friction in the village, even within families, during the
years following but, despite this, Skillington became famously recognised as a major centre for Methodism in this area.
The two biggest killers of people during this period were smallpox and the
plague. In the 1760s people began to be inoculated against smallpox but, to start with,
smallpox serum itself was used and this allowed others to catch the disease from those
who had been inoculated. Later, cow pox was used, which was not transferable to other
humans.
The outbursts of the bubonic plague, or Black Death as it was known, were periodic. They
were first known in England in 1348 when, in only a year, the population of the Country
was thought to have been reduced by a third. The deaths total in Kesteven during these
early plague years is said to have been high. The type of hovels lived in by the peasant
classes encouraged rats, which were spreaders of the disease, so it was this sector of society that bore the brunt of any outbreaks. The biggest outbreak in London was not until
1665. Thus, the disease, a bacillus infection causing acute blood poisoning, raged for
three centuries. At its worst, whole villages, being so self-contained, could be wiped out.
of 1861 tells us that the plague raged in that town just
Bushby's
prior to this period (during 1633). We know also that Isaac Newton came home from the
Cambridge outbreak of 1667 so, he may have thought this area safe at that time.
In 1752 an event took place which left the poorer-educated folk totally bemused: the old
Julian calendar was dropped and the new Gregorian calendar adopted. The changeover
incorporated a jump of 12 days from September 2nd, the next day being the 14th. This was
because the former system, invented by Julius Caesar, had a day and year that were too
short, hence the need to "catch up" as well as maintain a more accurate method. I think it
would have caused confusion even today, especially if one had a birthday coming up! The
country folk, especially, of those times thought they had lost 11 days from their lives. A
modern result of the change is the celebration of 12 days of Christmas.
On top of this day-to-day calendar was the Christian/country calendar which incorporated
the following ….
– This marked the beginning of the New Year. It was one of the
March 25th quarter days when rents were due and commemorated the Annunciation of the Virgin
Mary.
Fourth Sunday in Lent –
gays. Simnel cake was eaten.

– Folk visited their parents taking them nose-

Sunday before Easter –
– People carried willow, yew or box into church in
memory of Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

Thursday before Easter –
– There was a custom of shaving and cutting
hair on this day, and giving alms to the poor.
– People attended church and ate hot cross buns and gave each other "pace
eggs" which were hard-boiled eggs with their shells dyed in various colours.
– (falling on a Sunday between 22nd March and 25th April according to the
moon. Fasting over Lent came to an end.
– Sour cakes were made and given to the poor. Sports and games were
played such as stool-ball and barley-brake.
Second Monday and Tuesday after Easter –
– money was collected for charitable
purposes by men binding with cords any woman they met and receiving payment for release. Women bound the men on the next day.
– The great rural festival of the year, with the Maypole erected, morris
May 1stdancing and pageants.
– The clergy went into the fields to bless the

Fifth Sunday after Easter –
crops.

- In many parMonday, Tuesday and Wednesday before Ascension Day –
ishes the boundaries were walked and the elders of the parish whipped boys with willow
wands at certain points so that they would not forget the boundary.
Seventh Sunday after Easter –
feasting and country dancing.
June 23rd –
June 24th –
due.
July 15th –
would fall for 40 days.

– followed by Whitsuntide Week. A time of

– Bonfires at midnight.
– One of the quarter days when rents were
– With the ancient superstition that if rain fell on this day it

August 1st –
– Fences were removed from common land which had been cultivated during the summer and livestock was permitted to graze on it until it was again reseeded. An old quarter day.
– Celebrations at the end of the harvest, with the last patch of the last field
ceremoniously cut and this corn made into a sheaf decorated with ribbons. There would
then be a procession of the labourers and their wives following the last load, ending with a
feast at the master's house with singing and dancing.
September 29th –
– Another quarter day. The landlord would hold a feast
for all his tenants after the rents were collected. Michaelmas day dinner was often goose.
It was the day when men and women, hired as labourers and servants at fairs the year
before, were terminated.
– Fairs were held at which animals and produce were sold and labourers and servants re-hired.
October 31st –
– The night when witches and ghosts were
about and country folk took precautions to safeguard themselves and their animals.

November 1st and 2nd –
Prayers were said for the dead and children and adults went begging for soul-cakes and other gifts
November 11th –

– An old quarter day. A feast day.

– The Christian year commences 4 days before Christmas.
December 13th –
duced).

– The shortest day (before the new calendar was intro-

December 24th –

– The Yule log, with holly and mistletoe brought indoors.

December 25th –

– A quarter day and a day of feasting.

- Celebrated as the start of the year (although the year date had not changed).
Wassail bowls of spiced ale drunk and gifts exchanged.
January 5th –
as.

- A rustic festival. Wassailing the apple-orchards in some are-

The Monday after January 5th –
– A festive day with a procession including a decorated plough to mark the return to work after the Christmas festivities.
– A Church festival to commemorate the purification of the
February 2nd –
Virgin. Candles consecrated and carried in procession.
February 14th –
presents.

– The day for meeting one's true-love and giving

Between 2nd February and 8th March –
– The day before Lent commences.
Pancakes eaten and a popular day for cock-fighting and football.
– (Forty days before Easter Day) – The first day of Lent. "Remember Man,
that thou art of ashes, and into dust thou wilt revert."
During the years when Parliament ruled, the so-called Commonwealth Period of 1649 –
1660, many old pastimes and forms of entertainment became unlawful. The Sabbath day
changed from being a day of fun to one of gloom and worship. People could not travel
about except to church. They could not enter an inn, take lodging or drink or smoke in a
tavern. They could not sell anything on that day or dance, sing or play a musical instrument. A woman was not supposed to sew, spin, launder or even dry clothing. During this
period, weddings – perhaps surprisingly – were strictly civil ceremonies.
………. ……….

The memoriam to John Boyfield, who died in 1730, which is an older (13th
century) grave slab re-used by setting it into the nave wall of St James
church.

The listed gravestone of
Rob Sewton, who died in
1769, near to the porch of
St James church. Prettily
encrusted with lichens, the
"Belvoir Angel" incorporated in the design is just visible.

This page and next: Map of field names from framed, coloured original in the possession
of Peter Selby

Some of these names may date back to the enclosures although they have been added to a
later map. They are very informative about the nature of Skillington parish, indicating the
type of soil, owners and where the gypsies camped, etc.

The attractive 14th century font in St
James church has some unusual carvings. The top part, however, bears a
great likeness to that at Buckminster.
Source N

The so-called s
on the stonework of St James church, which some
people have associated with Sir Isaac
Newton but which I believe may be the
practice doodling of the stone mason's
apprentice. (The dial has been enhanced
on the photograph for clarity)

Chapter 6.

Medieval Years back to the Viking conquests.

Just prior to this period, as we work our way backwards through the years, if we had truly
travelled back in time to Skillington of old, I think we would have been surprised at just how
well we would have related to those forebears of nearly 400 years ago. The written language
was still readable (with some effort) and, I suspect, the spoken tongue would have seemed
little different from travelling to a part of the country today where a strong local dialect
prevails. The hardier ones among us would have adapted quickly to the way of life, I believe.
The format for a person's name was also as it is today, albeit often spelt as it sounded to the
ear of the recorder. The period we are now entering, though, is to see us leave behind nearly
all familiar things. Except to a scholar, the spoken word may well, as we travel on, become
almost incomprehensible. People's names often reflected their place of origin, their trade or,
even, some characteristic of their person. Only the spires of the churches would have
reached up to the heavens, comfortingly, on the high ground of each village as they do now
– and, even these would have disappeared from our sight as we travel on into the past beyond
the 13th century (the churches were there but without the later spires). In the previous
chapters, life may have seemed hard but now it becomes, perhaps, fearsome.
One later benefit would have been the protective cloak of the lord of the manor, and
assuming, that is, one had a reasonable man as lord of the manor. However, in medieval
times the lords themselves – and the barons above them – were still jockeying, scheming and
fighting, for the possession of land. These were, surely, unsettling times for the peasants
who worked the land as they emerged from being slaves into being free men. What truly
gritty characters they must have been!
Let us consider here what sort of landscape we have travelled back to and look briefly at the
communities which were sparsely dotted about that landscape. The population of England
at the time of the Domesday Book, which we will deal with shortly, has been estimated at
something around a million-and-a-quarter people, with our county town of Lincoln being
about the third largest town, behind London and York, with six to seven thousand inhabitants.
The countryside was that of a wilderness of forests and swamps. In the depths of these
forests were small isolated communities, occupying clearings much smaller than the size of
our modern parish, each of which had been hacked out of the woodland and cleared for the
plough. Each was under the direct control of a lord who was appointed by the king, for the
king owned all the land. And each community was largely made up of peasants, some being,
in theory, free men (Lincolnshire had a very large percentage of free men compared with
most parts of the Country), but all being under the firm control of the local lord. The only
other men of the community who were given the same status as the lord of the manor were
the priests or abbots. In Skillington, the lord may well have lived at what is now called The
Abbey. This did have a moat for its protection so someone of great importance lived there
sometime in this period – but the house itself would have looked completely different from its
)
appearance now. The main farm or "home farm" (called in the Domesday Book the
would be that which was personally run by the lord. From its title and history,
on Middle Street held that distinction! Originally both would have been so-called
, timber framed with mud infilling and supported by rows of stout timber posts,
visible inside the building. The fire would have been in the centre of the main, communal
room with its smoke drifting up through a hole in the roof. Such buildings would have been
added to or modified (in the manner we still do, of course). The simpler structures of the
peasants were never intended to last much more than a life's span but they often did. Other
farmers, each of which lived in a cottage with a small garden within the village area, had to
work so many days a week for the lord and also to give him dues of money or of farm
produce. In addition, they had to pay "fines" to him, not for any wrongdoing, but for a ragbag
of reasons …. getting married; taking over a new piece of land; having one's corn ground at

the lord's mill; and, worse, the widow of a man who had died had to give her best beast to
the lord and
There was much arbitrary imposition of fines
(or
) by lords and the only "lawful" means of regulating this was by past usage or
practice.
Some of the monarchs of this long era would become sufficiently famous to remain
household names even in present times ……..
Elizabeth I (1558 – 1603) gave her name to an age.
She stood firm against Spanish
aggression with her most famous sea captain and former pirate, Drake, seeing off the
Armada . In the latter context, one of her speeches ranks as on a par with those of Winston
Churchill in the 2ndWW. For Winston's admirers, I remind you of part of her speech …
starting with "Let tyrants fear …" and going on to say, "I know I have the body of a weak and
feeble woman: but I have the heart and stomach of a king – and a king of England too – and
think it foul scorn that Parma or Spain or any Prince of Europe should dare invade the
borders of my realm…". In her dealings with home affairs, she skilfully balanced the
now-established Parliament's wishes against those of the Crown (this had collapsed under
the later monarchy of the previous chapter); and she got her bishops and parish priests, as
well as her justices of the peace, to administer local law and order. Even more importantly,
she encouraged a religious tolerance. All may have not been perfect – but it worked. And,
together with the cultural stirrings exemplified by the contribution of Shakespeare and
others, her reign became a Golden Age. In this Golden Age, the staple diet was beef, bread
and beer. People ate with their fingers, filling wooden trenchers from centrally placed
bowls. There were spoons and knives (for the wealthy) but no forks. Elizabeth improved
the coinage, which had become debased. Mostly it was now to be of gold or silver, called
sterling money. Only for the poor were small pieces of brass, called a farthing, or fourth
part of a penny, still allowed, though ' no man was forced to accept them in payment for
rent or debt.' The coinage had some names long now lost to us … the Sovereign (not so long
ago, this one) = 30 shillings (£1.50); the Ryal = 15 shillings; the Angel = 10s and the Groat =
four-and-a-half pence.
Her father, the formidable Henry VIII, is the next sovereign to tower in the history books.
He reigned from 1547 to 1558. It is ironic that he worried so much about getting a male
heir when it was his daughter Elizabeth who achieved so much! Most people know, of
course, that it was this Henry who took on the Church and dissolved the monasteries. It is
less well known that it was he who gave the instructions to his Chancellor, Thomas Cromwell,
which started the keeping of registers for baptisms, weddings and burials. This practice
commenced in 1538. A photocopy of the earliest record for Skillington, that for the year
1542, is shown on page 125. Before Henry and his marital problems, came Henry VII, who
had triumphed in neighbouring Leicestershire, at Bosworth Field, over the last Plantaganet
king, Richard III , in 1485. Richard as a boy accompanied the funeral cortege of his father
through Grantham on its way to Pontefract. His father's widow held the Lordship of
Grantham at that time. Henry VII's eldest daughter, Margaret Tudor, spent some time in
Grantham, too, in 1503 when she married the King of Scotland (she was 13 then). The 1200s
and 1300s saw battles against France involve several monarchs and religious wars in the
middle-east cause several to be out of the country for long periods – Richard the Lionheart
sounds inspiring but he was away too long to be of much service to his country.
In 1215, John capitulated to his barons at Runnymede and signed the Magna Carta but, did
this help Skillington? It is doubtful. Interestingly, for a local connection with Skillington,
King John held his court in February 1213 at The Angel and Royal Hotel in Grantham, reputed
!
to be

I have said earlier in this chapter that the people of this country must have been
"gritty characters" to survive the hardships thrown at them during this period. These
included invasion (a successful one, too!), political and religious turmoil – they had to tread
pretty warily to survive the stake during 'Bloody Mary's' reign – and pestilence and other
natural calamities. Here, taken from the Parish Records, are the names of those Skillington
villagers who were still around from 1637 to the late 1500s. Many names in the records
have been omitted because the records themselves were unreadable or because I could not
decipher the ancient script used during this time. Some of the names below will already be
familiar to us ….
Abbott, Allan (Allen), Amson(?), Bagworth, Bau(x?)field (Boyfield), Baxter(?), Baker(?), Bennet,
Birdson(?), Bridge(?), Browne, Bullymor, Chamberline (Chamberlain), Cook, Cooper, Christian, Dawson, Denton, Foxon, Gibbons, Goodroofe, Greene, Hill, Holit, Hollingworth, Ingleton,
Irkinson(?), Jamesby(?), Kempe(?), Kilsman(?), Loveridge(?), Loveroad, Lyill, Marriott(?), Mason, Midlsbrooke, Moroo(?), Newton, Owscroft, Parker, Paxton, Paxteran(?), Pillfoote(or
Peilfoote), Rayson(?), Reynolds, Robynson, Rudd, Samill, Snow, Stalor(?), Sutton, Tallamer(?),
Templeman, Thornton, Turston(?), Underwater, Wallpoole, Woodrough, Wright, Wrigg,
Wyldman.
The photocopy of the very first page of Skillington's Parish Record I found extremely hard to
decipher, but my attempt is adjacent to the photocopy of that page in the illustrations
following this chapter.
It was in 1066 that the event having the most impact on the lives of the people of England
occurred. William, Duke of Normandy, defeated King Harold and brought a harsh and
foreign regime to this land. It affected the major landowners particularly, the nobility of
the pre-conquest years, but some of its repercussions must have filtered down to the
ordinary peasants who tilled Skillington's and other village fields. He also brought in the
French language (to some extent) and plenty of his victorious earls – to be given English land
and dwellings as a reward for their services. But, in 1086, William the Conqueror initiated
the first great census of England, the celebrated Domesday Book. This would enable him
to collect taxes directly, rather than from local lords. But, whatever his motives, it was a
colossal achievement in its scope and thoroughness.
These were the "terms of reference" for this great undertaking ….
"Here follows the inquest of lands, as the king's barons made it, to wit: by the oath of the
sheriff of the shire and all the barons and their Frenchmen and of the whole hundred, of the
priest, the reeve, six villagers of each village. In order, what is the manor called? Who held
it in the time of King Edward? Who now holds it? How many hides?( A hide or hyde was an
Anglo-Saxon measure of arable land varying from 40 to 120 acres. One hide was regarded
as sufficient to support one peasant and his family: the area that could be ploughed in a
season by one plough and a team of oxen). How many ploughs on the demesne? How
many of the men? How many villagers? How many cottars? How many slaves? How
many free men? How many sokemen? How much wood? How much meadow? How
much pasture? How many mills? How many fish ponds? How much has been added or
taken away? How much, taken together, it was worth and how much now? How much each
free man or sokeman had or has? All this at three dates, to wit in the time of King Edward
and when King William gave it and as it is now. And if it is possible for more to be had than
is had."
The following details of the Domesday Book, applicable to Skillington, take in several of our
of
headings (i.e. People, Dwellings and Farming). This record will not tell us the
peasants but it gives some indication of how many there were. It does give us the names
of those holding land at that time, however. Before we look at Skillington in 1086 let us

understand the ancient terms used although all are not used in the extracts below …. A
was a peasant who gave dues and services to his lord in exchange for land (he might
hold somewhere between 10 to 30 acres). These were free men and they were the most
numerous element in society at the time of the Domesday Book. Their status slowly
declined to serfdom in the early 14th Century but when the Black Death caused severe labour
shortages on the land, this status improved. By the 1400s they were replaced by the system
and
. These were cottagers who
of free tenure. Below the villeins were
had, perhaps, between 1 and 5 acres of land. A
was, of course, a slave.
was part of the upper stratum of peasant society, being holder of land by free tenure. (This
was an Anglo-Saxon term). A large holding of land by a villein (say 30 acres) was called a
or
. A
was an area of arable land which could be ploughed in a
season. Meadow or woodland was measured by the
. (Approx. 40 to 60 acres).
As well as the workers of the soil, there were the craftsmen …. the blacksmith (it is hard to
imagine his name not being Selby in Skillington!), carpenter; stone mason; thatcher; etc.
Due to the smaller size of villages then, many would have been itinerant, plying their crafts
in a cluster of villages.
Skillington references taken from
(Grantham Library) …..
"In Skillington (
)
had 1 carucate of land taxable. Land for 12 oxen
has…12 villagers with 1 plough; and meadow, 20 acres in
warnode; underwood, 20
acres in the Archbishop's warnode. Value before 1066 and now, 20s."
"In Skillington
had 1 carucate of land taxable. Land for 1 plough. He also still has it in
alms; he has there …4 villagers with 1 plough; and meadow, 20 acres. Value before 1066
and now, 20s."
"In Skillington
had 3 carucates of land taxable and
and
1 carucate of land taxable. Land for 5 ½ ploughs. A free jurisdiction of Skillington.
, the Archbishop's man (has) 2 ploughs…13 villagers and 5 Freemen who have 4
ploughs. Meadow, 121 ½ acres; woodland pasture in Bishop Remegius's warnode, 60 acres.
Value before 1066 £4; now the same. Exactions 20s.
There also (and) in Easton,
had 3 carucates of land taxable. Land for 3 ploughs and
, the Archbishop's man, has 1 plough… 12 villagers and 6 smallholders, ½
6 oxen.
church; 1 mill, 8s; meadow, 10 acres; woodland pasture, 240 acres. Value before 1066, 40s;
now 40s."
"In Colsterworth,
had 3 carucates of land taxable. A jurisdiction of Skillington.
4 Freemen and 4 villagers have 2 ploughs. Woodland, pasture in places, 120 acres."
"In Skillington, a jurisdiction of Grantham, 3 carucates of land taxable. Land for 3 ploughs.
14 villagers, 2 smallholders and 1 Freeman have 3 ploughs and meadow, 10 acres and
underwood, 140 acres. Its assessment is in Grantham."
"They state that the warnode of 4d from 60 acres of woodland which lies in Skillington
belongs in Bytham."
Although no scholar of the Domesday Book, I would sum this up as follows ….
There were 16 carucates of taxable arable land. The major arable landowner was Earl
Morcar, who was one of the grandsons of Leofric and Lady Godiva. The other two were
Siward and whoever held the Skillington land at Grantham…. possibly Queen Edith? The
smaller owners – 1 carucate each – were Colbert, Karli, Frithgestr and Beorhtmaer.
Farming this within the parish were, possibly, these last four plus Walchelin and Osbern, the

"Archbishop's men" (did these two share the duties of village priest as well as farm on behalf
of the Church?) and the following small local landowners and workers – 6 Freemen, 12
Smallholders and 59 villagers. To tackle the arable fields were 23 ½ ploughs, which includes
a total of 188 oxen!
The none-arable land was – 181 ½ acres of meadow, 420 acres of pasture among woodland,
160 acres of underwood (bushes and scrubland?) and 60 acres (at least) of woodland. The
owners of this were the Archbishop and Bishop Remegius (or are these one and the
same?),Guy and Algar.
(which perhaps agrees with the shared
In addition are mentioned a mill and
clerical duties?). No fish ponds are mentioned but I would be surprised if these did not exist.
But, travelling on to days even earlier than William's Domesday Book, we find the earliest
record of the names of men of Skillington village! In 1018, King Canute levied a large
subsidy across the nation. It is called the
. Skillington's comprises the
following names and the tax levied upon each one.

……………………..
……………..
…………….
……………….
…………………………
……………..
…………………….
…………..

11s 21/4d
1s 8d
9s 01/4d
1s 10d
2s
9s 11/2d
1s 21/4d
8s 1d

……………

2s 21/4d

…………………..

2s 61/4d

…………………
………………..

1s 4d
8d

[ note:
means "son of".
The above
information was taken
from the internet and was compiled by Dr D.A.Postles of the University of Leicester. It had
not been proof read.]
If the manor house, later known as The Abbey, was really connected with such an
establishment, this is the period in which we should find some reference to that origin.
Henry VIII, for well-known reasons, had a survey of religious houses carried out in his reign.
Although there are two references to Skillington's church in the
there is
apparently no mention of an abbey! One must conclude that this house name was given on
a whim or for some other tenuous reason at a much later time.

The people of the land, from king and barons to the lowliest peasants and slaves
were devoutly Christian in their beliefs throughout the Medieval period. Where early church
buildings stood – and Skillington's has parts dating to pre-Conquest times* – the new
masters improved or renovated them. There is one clear and one faint example of, what I
have been informed, is a "scratch dial" in the stonework, see earlier photograph on page 114.
I have also been informed that there is one at Colsterworth church and that they may be
associated with Sir Isaac Newton who had more than a passing interest in sundials.
However, another book on churches, which I have read, states that the stonemasons usually
left their mark on the stones and their apprentices
. Because of the small size of these scratch dials, I believe the latter explanation of their presence is the most likely.
Whatever state St James was in; whatever existed, it was built upon from the early 13th
century (the chancel arch, according to the booklet in the church). But, this booklet tells us,
most of the present structure was built in the later 13th and the 14th centuries – this is when
the spire may have been added. This is an incredible period of time for a building to have
stood. Its patchwork of stones from different ages and the signs of repairs that its ravaged
faces show emphasise its antiquity. I believe it is a proud monument to the successive
communities which have laboured within its vicinity and worshipped within its walls for so
long … well over a thousand years! Imagine how many generations this represents. Also,
when one thinks what sort of buildings even the wealthy occupied at that time, at what
expense and to what ultimate magnificence were the churches built!
is
[* - Anglo-Saxon stonework is visible in two places – long and short quoining (
dressed stone at the angle of a building) is found at the north-east corner of the nave and
south-east quoins in the south chapel. These early churches of the Saxons were usually built
of wood originally].
And what of the patron saint of Skillington's fine church, Saint James? The millennium
kneeler project book, dealt with earlier, has considerable detail about this man and his holy
shrine, which lies in north-west Spain. He was, of course, an apostle and he is alleged to
have journeyed to Compostela in Spain. His Spanish name was Sant Iago and his legend in
that country grew in the 9th century, for, although he was martyred in 44AD in Jerusalem, it
is alleged that his body was returned to Spain. Following a "revelation", pilgrims began to
trek to Santiago de Compostela.
The religious houses (monasterial orders) in early medieval times included "The House of
Austin Canons of the Arrouasian Reform". I believe it was this order which founded the
Abbey of Bourne in 1138 …. And, the original endowment consisted of several churches
including that at Skillington. This is as far back as I can get with the
of Skillington.
The priests who worked and worshipped so diligently within this House of God are only
traceable back to 1250. The first shadowy figure to emerge at that time bore the name
Savaricus (which sounds almost Roman). His successor in 1275 was Peter de Butmiswell
(the "de" a legacy from the Norman conquest); then came Nicholas of Ingham (1287);
Thomas of Whissenden (1337) [here I must confess to some satisfaction that, even in those
long-distant times, my own place of origin prior to my coming to this village, Whissendine,
was linked with Skillington in some way!]; William Thrappe of Belver (1366); Richard Preston
(1389); John Cotes of Tewelby(?) (1420); Robert Large of Sproxton (1421); Thomas Wryght
(1435); Thomas Hanley (1452); William Payreweder (1454); Simon Waynflete (1456); Robert
Poliamb (1461); Hugh Clyston (1492); Geoffery Willughby (1517); Leonard Calvard (1548);
Thomas Simpsome (1550); John Porter (1554); Richard Allen (1569); Thomas Bevre (1582);
John Parker (1587) and Thomas Bearne (1633).

Many of these names obviously reflect the villages where they originate. And two have later
connections with the stalwarts of the village we have already met ….
and
What can we say about these ethereal holy men of Skillington who guided their flocks
through so many years of change? They did have a personal interest in the successful
farming of the land, for they, as well as the Lords of the Manor, stood to gain considerably
from successful harvests in the way of the tithes they received. They were personally much
more involved in farming than present-day vicars and, although they may not, individually,
have been liked any more than a modern incumbent, they were certainly held in much
higher esteem due to their status in society then. Assuming no breaks in the sequence
(taken from the list inside the church), the early priests held their living in Skillington for long
periods (Nicholas of Ingham for 50 years!).
There was a run of short-lived (perhaps
literally?) vicars approaching the mid-1400s ( 2, 2, and 5 years in succession) but then longer
periods are restored with another 50-year period by John Parker from 1587. This would
make Nicholas and John extremely old men for those times … perhaps that was due to their
high standard of living?
A reference to Skillington in this period was found in page 123 of the
in Grantham Library. It stated, "In Schillintun De hospit. dim. car. De tra ecclie dim.
car." The translation* is …
. The "hospit." is, perhaps, our first positive sign
that there may have been some type of abbey in the village. The spelling of Skillington dates
this to c11th century. [*translation through the kind auspices of new vicar, Father David
Carney]
I have mentioned, in the introduction to this period, peasants becoming free
men. This began to occur from the middle of the 13th century. The villeins started to be
given their independence around this time and, as proof of their right to the land they were
given, each one received a copy of the manor court's written testimony to this. Thus, they
became "copyholders", a term which was to last until c1926. However, when they left it, the
land reverted back to the Lord of the Manor.
Just a brief look here at the court system which held sway in each manor. There were two
courts, first the Court Baron. This court decided on custom and usage within the manor
and was particularly concerned with the title or ownership of property. The second was the
Court Leet. This dealt with misdemeanours committed within the manor.
A place where the villagers could all meet to talk over their grievances, or perhaps to hold
court (there was no pub then or other meeting house) was around a central point. This took
the form of a moot cross –
meaning "to debate a point or proposal". Someone of
wealth, perhaps the priest or lord, decided in the period 1200 to 1299 (archaeological dating
of the cross from refs by Sites and Monuments Record) to erect for the inhabitants of
Skillington just such a focal monument. Alas, the cross itself, which was its crowning glory,
did not survive until this day … and yet it may be lying, buried
somewhere near to The Square. I posed the question earlier as to why the stump was
moved. One has to wonder why it was erected in The Square in the first place! My own
theory on this is that the area now called The Square was probably the nearest large open
space to the medieval village area – see my sketch below, of a possible Skillington at around
this time.

Author's sketch of a possible medieval Skillington

An example of illuminated writing from the learned holy men of medieval
England. If an Abbey did indeed, despite the lack of evidence, exist in Skillington, then, in this quiet retreat, such beautiful handiwork as this may
have been produced.

A page from Skillington's Parish Register showing burials, late 1500s.
Even to the untutored eye, although difficult, some names can be
read … …
1584 looks like Elizabeth Thomson; 1585, the second one is an Allen;
Fiona(?) Wright in 1586, Elizabeth Wright in 1588, John(?) Wright in
1590 and (?) Wright in 1592; Elynor Pilfote also in 1592; Elizabeth Stalor in 1593; William Newton in 1594 (this one confirmed by Newton
family tree); etc.
(Photocopy from Grantham Library, reduced from A4)

The very first page of Skillington's Parish Register showing Christenings in the
year 1541(?). (Photocopy from Grantham Library reduced from A4).

Christenings
(1541?)
Richard Thomson was baptized …….
Jane(?) Musson ……………………..19th of April
A Dm 1542
Thomas Newton …………………………….September
Ann (?) ……………………………………of October
A Dm 1543
Margrett Wright was baptized ……..
Elizabeth Manson [possibly Manton] ……….April
Margrett Manson …………………………….October(?)
A Dm 1544
Thomas Manson …………………………..of August
John Newton ………………………………of December
1545
Alice(?)
???
???
??? …………………………………………….April
1546
[I could not decipher any for this year]
1547
William (?) was baptized …………..
John Lange(?) ………………..
Isobell Dove(?) ………………
Jean Taylor …………………..
1548
E(?)ryn (Marriott?) – [I was very unsure about this line]
James (?) …………………….
1549
(?) Wayne(?) …………………
William Wrigsby …………….

Chapter 7.
est Signs.

The Viking Conquest, Anglo-Saxon Britain and the Earli-

Anglo-Saxon Britain had emerged from the so-called Dark Ages; the four hundred or so
years following the departure of the Romans, and this civilisation showed great sophistication. It resulted after the Saxons had completed their conquests and merged with the
native Britons to form a mix of the two cultures. They began to clear areas in the forests,
to start up farming communities - and yet to produce gold artefacts for their wealthy
chieftains which craftsmen today would find it difficult to match. Some of the greatest
examples of what they could achieve were in the archaeological finds at Sutton Hoo.
were the true pioneers who started up the small community
It was quite likely that
which, much later, with its given name distorted by usage and by foreign tongues - or
replaced after the Viking invasion - became Skillington. If the Anglo-Saxons had a name for
this early village, however, it is forever lost to us. What would have attracted them to this
site?
It is known that the Kesteven area in these far off times was well-forested so, there would
have been an abundance of natural game, both birds and deer or wild boar. They needed
water and there, running through a shallow valley in the forest was a stream – perhaps at
that time more of a river – fed by local springs. They cleared a site there and began to farm.
And the same fertile soil has supported their descendants for the past twelve hundred or so
years, perhaps longer!
It would have been a Christian community but the early villagers were undoubtedly fearful
of the dark spirits and demons of the night. These they would have warded off with magic
talismen, the most powerful of which would have been the cross, symbol of their Christian
beliefs.
The local chief and therefore ' his ' people would have eventually owed allegiance to a more
powerful chief, a king of the region. The region that Skillington nestled in was that which
historians have called Mercia and the most powerful king was Offa.
The early coins of the ninth century bore designs that are not fully understood, and these
were used before those bearing the king's likeness. Made of silver, they usually had a
strange symbol on one side, sometimes called a porcupine design, and the obverse might
bear what appears to be the banner of a Roman legion. This early money was probably cast
from memories of the Roman coinage, which had been in wide circulation 400 years before
but which must have lingered on long after the Roman legions left.
This expanding and prospering civilisation was ripe for the taking …. Or so it must have
seemed to the first raiding Norsemen who drove their long boats ashore along the northeast coastline of Britain. Silver and gold items existed aplenty in religious houses, the first
monasteries. Also, in the large huts, found in most communities, wherein lived the chiefs.
Potential slaves were in abundance. Plunder was not the only reason for these incursions,
however; later invaders pushed well inland and many decided to settle here. But the natives
were not the pushovers they appeared. Eventually a Wessex king defeated the mighty army
of the invaders. He was, of course, Alfred (or Aelfred) the Great and the year of his triumph
over the ferocious Scandinavian invaders was 878.
Unfortunately for the Skillington villagers, if they really wanted to be free of the Viking yoke
(and if, indeed, it was a yoke!), Alfred was a southerner and quite content to make a peace
with the beaten heathens ....provided they stopped being heathens, of course, and became
Christians. Also, provided they halted their incursions at the line he drew. And that line left

the Vikings in control of Lincolnshire and most of Leicestershire and, therefore, of Skillington. Perhaps the Viking chief who had come across this small community had already taken
it under his lordship, for it is believed that the name Skillington was derived from Sciella's
by Kenneth Cameron). The
village, Sciella being a Viking name (from
Sc was pronounced Sh by Scandinavians, however, but before the Norman conquest, it was
used in its Old English form as
(c1067).
(later spelt
) was a common ending
originally meaning an enclosed piece of land, then a farm or farmyard, later ' village ',
, which has a similar meaning.
or
meant of or
though it is not so ancient as
belonging to.
Although the conquered native British would have been slaves initially, the record of the
Doomsday Book, which we have already examined, shows that the number of slaves in
Lincolnshire was surprisingly low. This pays a tribute to the will of the Viking settlers to
integrate with the native population rather than remain overlords. Of course, the matter
did not end with Alfred's terms of surrender. Later years saw the Vikings being appeased
with money – the Danegeld – and, eventually, in 1016 the first king of all England became the
or Canute as he is usually called. Cnut is known to have minted coinage at
Dane,
Grantham!
The Viking legacy came full circle in 1066 when William of Normandy conquered the British,
for he himself was a descendant of the Vikings, led by Rollo, who had conquered Normandy!
And before the dark ages and, perhaps, the founding of Skillington. What peoples roamed
across our parish? What evidence is there of Roman occupation up to or even beyond two
millennia ago? Well, in Skillington itself, none that I have discovered, but the Romans were
close ….
certainly
At Stoke Rochford, the remains of a Roman Bath House and a Villa have been found; also,
skeletons and pottery, etc. Further south along The Great North Road, the ironstone
quarrying at Colsterworth led to more Roman (and Romano-British) finds …a pottery
furnace or kiln and a well, plus more skeletons, brooches, etc. Obviously there was a
considerable Roman presence in this area, which is, perhaps, to be expected so close to
their main London – North road. This was originally constructed to get their legions to the
north. And, all over Lincolnshire there are signs of Roman occupation. An O/S map of the
Skillington area shows on it where a hoard of Roman silver coins was found in a pot just
south of Saltby. The Romans, like later conquerors, interbred with the native Britons …. If
some of those Romano-British lived so close, why not here, in Skillington itself, before the
possible Anglo-Saxon settlement? I think it quite likely that a Romano-British settlement or
at least an outlying farm was in existence long before a Viking or, even, a Saxon foot
crossed the Cringle Brook. To anyone digging out soil – or possessing a metal-detector – I
would urge that they look hard for these early signs within our parish.
And before the Romans?
There was a defended Iron-age settlement at Colsterworth. Jim McPherson's article, previously considered, speculated as to the early people who may have travelled along the Viking
Way, along the edge of Skillington's lands.
But is there any firm evidence …… ?

END

This photograph is by courtesy of the Buckminster Gliding Club's associated History
Group (supplied to me by Don Stewart) and it was taken by the USAAF. With careful
scrutiny planes and gliders can be seen "ready to go" for the D-Day landings.

August 1941, No. 14 O.T.U. of No. 7 Group Bomber command with Handley-Page Hampdens.
(The Luftwaffe had taken a photo in 1940 showing the runways under construction.)
May 1942, transferred to 92 Group. Some aircraft took part in the first ' Thousand bomber
raid ' on Cologne.
September 1942 – January 1943, Wellingtons replaced the Hampdens.
August 1943, This unit moved.
Date unknown, No. 32 Glider Maintenance Unit of No. 2 Heavy Glider Mtce. Unit with 32
Airspeed Horsas stored there until transferred to American Command in 1944.
Airfield probably closed from Aug. 1943 to service and improve runways. Concrete runways
built by No. 5352 Airfield Construction Wing.
November/December 1943, Transferred to control of U.S. 9th Troop Carrier Command (HQ
at St.Vincents, Grantham).
February 1944, first arrivals by 314th Troop Carrier Group, Part of American 9th TC Command, 52nd Wing, comprising 32nd, 50th, 61st and 62nd Squadrons. A small contingent of 1st
Airborne Division also, for training and liaison purposes. Later in Feb main party arrives
with C 47s of 32nd Squadron and then other squadrons.
April 1944, Exercises dropping paratroops, many to east of Grantham …. C 47s dropped
82nd Airborne and British 1st Airborne. Waco CG-4A gliders towed from Greenham Common
base.
D-Day 6th June 1044, 60 C 47s flew to Normandy with 950 men of American 508th Parachute
Infantry Regiment and other units of 82nd Airborne Division.
September 1944, 72 planes each day carried men of British 1st Airborne Division to Arnham
as part of Operation "Market Garden". These consisted of 2nd, 3rd, 11th and 156th Parachute
Battalions. Later, 604 men of 1st Polish Independent Parachute Brigade were flown to
attempt relief at Arnhem.
February – March 1945, 314th T.C.G. leaves for France.
March – August 1945, RAF No. 1665 Heavy Conversion Unit arrives with Sterlings and
Halifaxes. In May, 38 Short Stirlings arrived to stand by for troop-carrying ops. And 33 leave
for Copenhagen with 1st Airborne Division troops. 349th T.C.G. arrives with C 46s.
June – August 1945, RAF 38 Group Transport Command.
November 1945 – September 1948, ' Care and Maintenance ' basis.
October 1948, RAF No's 216 and 255 M.U.s, 40 Group use airfield for storage.
26th September 1955, Airfield de-requisitioned.

Mr Pogmore's tree stems from two sources … the marriage of
(baptised
(baptised 1795 at Croxton Kerrial), this being at
1797 at Branstow, Leics.) to
Croxton in 1819. The other source was the marriage of
at Garthorpe in 1817
(bp 1792 at Garthorpe)
to
Thomas and Mary Duffin must have moved to Skillington, for all their children were born
here …..
George b 1820
Elizabeth b 1824
Ann b 1826
bp 1829, m

1851 at Skillington

John b 1831
Frances b 1833
Sarah b 183?
William and Mary Dalby had 4 children, the first 3 born at Garthorpe, the last at Wymondham ….
Elizabeth (name now spelt
), b 1818
Charlotte b 1820
William b 1824
b c1827
Edward Geeson and Jane Dolby's children were,
Henry bp 1853
Naomi and twin Ruth b 1858
William and twin Thomas b 1856, both d 1857
Alice bp 1860
Polly bp 186?
If the reader will refer back to the 1901 census listing in chapter 3, it can be seen that Edward (Geeson) Dolby was living in "Blue Row", a 74 year old widower. This is almost surely
the present day number 4, Blue Town. In the previous census, for 1891, Edward was living
at number 9, Back Lane with wife Jane. I wonder if they were proud of the new (?)
thatched cottage into which they were re-housed by Buckminster Estate. It was from his
daughter Naomi's marriage to a Fred Pogmore from Grantham which led to my informant's activities in genealogy. The first children of their marriage were baptised at Skillington.

The following piece on the Berridge tree is from Beverley Townsley's papers.
The patriarch of the Berridge line, starting circa 1733 was John Berridge (only his marriage
in 1757 is recorded here). This was to Elizabeth Boyfield. Their children were, John
1758, William 1759 (mar Catherine Waters), John 1759, Thomas 1761
[this is, of course, the Ann who began Skillington's Methodist associa(mar
tion], Elizabeth 1761, and Anthony 1764 (mar Elizabeth Searson). These all had a strong
Easton connection, as the Berridge family was from that village. William and John; Thomas and Elizabeth were twins.
The Christian family tree provided by Robert Christian has John Christian of Stevenbie
(Stainby?) as its patriarch ……
John had 2 sons, one being Thomas, who made a will in 1610 and bought land at Skillington
where he then lived. His children were –
Anne b1565
Thomas ?
Henry b 1573
John b 1578
Cycely b 1584
William b 1589
Emmett ?
Isabell b 1592
Ann b 1593
b 1595 (of Stainby) d 1669
Edward ?
Elizabeth and twin Jane b 1602
Bridgit b 1606
Henry's children were,

Isabell christened 1634
b 1634 – 1645, m 1664 and 1675, d 1748
daughter d 1649
Henry d 1716
William left will 1671

Valentine christened 1651
Elizabeth ?
Thomas's children were,

Elizabeth christened 1665, d 1670
christened 1666, d 1648
Marie christened 1670
Elizabeth christened 1674
Alice & twin Thomas christened 1678

Henry's children were,
Elizabeth christened 1694, m Boyfield (another prominent Skillington name)
Henry christened 1696, m 1740 at Skillington
Mary christened 1698, m 1738 at Skillington
christened 1700, d 1764
Anne christened 1703
William christened 1706 (later of Denton)
Isabell christened 1709 (later of Denton)
Thomas's children were,
Mary and twin Beaumont christened 1725
Elizabeth christened 1727
christened 1729, d 1781
Henry christened 1730
Richard christened 1733
Anne christened 1734
William christened 1736
Isabella christened 1737, m 1764 at Skillington
Henry christened 1739
christened 1740, m 1764 in Skillington to
* See also Newton family tree

Thomas's children were,

Henry christened 1752, d same year

*

Alice christened 1753, d same year
Thomas christened 1754, d 1755
christened 1756, d 1834, m 1783 to Ellen Gretton**
Anne christened 1758, d 1834, m 1785 to Thomas Berridge**
christened 1760, d 1814
Elizabeth christened 1763, d 1790, m 1785
** The exciting events surrounding the start of Methodism in Skillington centred on Ann(e)
in particular but also her brother, William, and their spouses. The enclosure awards
showed Ann's husband, Thomas Berridge, to be the sixth largest landowner in Skillington
at that time with 85 acres. They had a daughter, also called Ann.
William had three sons, the first of which, William, had among his 7 children, William Christian ( 1832 – 1910) who was a trustee of the Methodist Chapel.
Robert's children were,
Ann christened 1787, d 1859, m 1812 at Skillington
christened 1789, d 1858
Elizabeth christened 1791
John christened 1792
Mary christened 1794, m William Newton at Skillington***
Robert christened 1795
Sarah christened 1801
A daughter d an infant.
*** See Newton tree again. Mary was actually marrying back into her great aunt's line.
Thomas's children were, Mary christened 1825
christened 1829(?), d 1904 (lived in "the old homestead, middle of village"****. Buried at Aversham, Notts.)
Elizabeth christened 1829
George christened 1830
Hester Ann christened 1836/8
Eliza Mills[possibly Milns] christened 1841

**** This is surely

on Middle Street.

Robert had 2 sons,
(b 1859 at Staythorpe, Notts, d 1912) and Edward Milns.
Thomas married Anna Westerdale. These are shown on the 1901 census at Home Farmhouse with Anna's father living with them.
Thomas Arthur and Anna had 5 children, one dying as an infant,
b 1884, d 1956, m Hetty Gill
Kate Eleanor b 1887, d 1968
Thomas Reginald b 1890
Edward Milns b 1893, d 1894
Marie Rebecca Julie b 1895, d 1950
Kate was not listed on the 1901 census so was, perhaps, staying away from home.
Robert Arthur and Hetty had 4 children,
Their children were,

b 1913, d 1975, m Irene Daubney
b 1914, d 1979, m Amy Tustin
b 1918, d 1977, m Rita Williams
b 1923, m1 Eileen Emerson, m2 Audrey Bolton

As the Christians departed Skillington in the 1930s, this is where our connection with that
family's tree ends.

Appendix 5
Family Tree of the Newtons
Simon Newton (living at Westby)

John Newton (still living at Westby, but
purchased Woolsthorpe Manor

Great grandfather Richard Newton

William newton b. 1560

Grandfather Robert Newton

Thomas b. 1600 =(Alice)*

Isaac Newton = Hannah Ayscough

Robert b. 1630 = (?)
Robert b. 1693 = Hannah Saywell
Thomas b. 1735 = Lidya Christian
Thomas b. 1765 = Mary Parker
William b. 1790 = Mary Christian

Robert Christian Newton b. 1836 = Georginna (?) Of Sproxton
William b. 1865 = Mary Eliz White

Frederick b. 1878 = Fanny White

John (missing in action 1942) & Robert
Lancelot
With regard to the photograph of the Newtons on page 65: if the boy and the dapper
young man on the fence are
the children of Robert Christian Newton, the boy's age
(c9 ?) would place the time as 1887 for he would be Frederick. His father is then 51 and
older brother William is 22. Of course, the boy could be William's son, Robert White Newton born 1894 (and "visiting"?) which places the date as c 1903. The Newton seated on the
fence would then be Frederick aged 25. The patriarch would be aged 67. I favour this latter interpretation but what does the reader think?
As a historian who has warmed to the story of Skillington as this book has developed I feel
some sadness that the Newtons departed from the parish, albeit not too far away, in the

early 70s. They and the Christian family had such a profound influence on village affairs,
which extended out of their farming interests. It is perhaps relevant here, in conclusion,
to look at how the Newtons came to sever their ties with Skillington.
I am not familiar with the full details of how and when Robert Lancelot met and courted
Lord J.Arthur Rank's eldest daughter, Ursula. This family's home was at Sutton Scotney
near Winchester, Hampshire. The outcome was their marriage in 1952 when Ursula was
33. For almost 20 years they continued to live and farm at Skillington but the die was cast.
Lord Rank apparently bought some land at Saltby from the Duke of Rutland estate (to cover some of the Duke's death duties). This was for only grandson Joseph and he now farms
there. Frederick and Fanny and their son Lance were not buried at Skillington, as one
might have expected, but are, I believe, at rest in the Rank family mausoleum at Sutton
Scotney [although another informant since the first edition of this book was published
claims that Frederick and Fanny were cremated at Leicester]. I understand that the farm
finally owned by a Newton may have been Weston's Farm which was rented to Neville Clark
and which he still farms.

Appendix 6
Family Tree of the The Selby Family
Thomas Selby = Rebecca (?) B. 1666 d. (?)
= (m 1744/45)
c. 7 Mar 1693 at Somerby by Grantham
= (m 1744/45
c 6 Nov 1718 at Gunby
= (m 1785)
c. 8 June 1760 at Gunby
b. 1 Jan 1834 aged 73

of Gunby b. 1688

of Little Ponton b. 1724

of Bottesford b. 1755, d. 1834

, blacksmith = (m 1812)
c. 19 Jan 1790 at Grantham
of Barrowby b. 1791, d 1862
[moved to Skillington before 1851]
bur 10 Mar 1858 aged 68
Other children…
b 1814, d 1816.
b 1815, m
oseph Martin.
(needlewoman) b1818.
b1824 m Sub 1828, m William Barton
sannah Bennet, d, 1852

, master blacksmith = (m 1849)
c 4 12 Aug 1821, bur 9 May 1878 aged 56

of Caythorpe

Other children…
(dressmaker) b 1851, m Thos Martin
son of Joseph and Martha.
b 1853 ,d 1868
b 1855
at Stoke Rochford.
b 1857.
b 1862 d 1923
(shepherd) b 1863
b 1865 d 1867

blacksmith =
of Stonesby b 1861, d 1945/55
C 4 Mar 1860, bur 8 Mr 1924 aged 64 [resided in 1891 at Sewstern]

er.

b 1882, m(?) Goodliffe.
, b 1887, d 1941.
b 1895 m Margaret Bland.

, b 1885 d 1932.
b 1892 , m (?) Parkb 1897 m (?) Joyce

Continued /

, blacksmith =
of Wer
b 2 sept 1888
rington nr Peterborough b 1892, d
1973

Other Children…
b 1919 d 1998
b 1923

b 1918 d 1987.
b 1920 T
b 1928 d 1997

, blacksmith =
b 1933

b 1943

Other children…

b 1961

b 1968

, b 1963 district councillor and still resident in Skillington

Other related Selbys resident in Skillington son of Percy

son of William Arthur and

Some items made or repaired: Door and window frames and sills, weather-boarding, floor
boards, new wheel for wheelbarrow, fixing castors on bedstead, hammer and hedge knife
handles (many of the latter), mangle rollers, ladders, repair of grandfather clock, coffins
(elm for the poorer folk, oak for the rich), building a shepherds hut, making troughs, wood
for damming water at sheep dyke, various carts and wagons, goal posts for football club
(in 1925).
As well as woodworking the Bells …. Decorated houses, glazed windows and made locks
work. They seem to have delivered or carted loads of swedes, mangels, barley and linseed
cake too.
Skillington customers listed: (some from other villages may have crept in) – The Parish and
Rural District Councils, Mr Bond, Mr Burton, Rev Cane, Sir Hugh Cholmeley, Messrs Robert,
T.A. and Reg Christian, Mr Cullis, Mr Dooley, Messrs H and W. Duffin, Trustees for Earl
Dysart, Mr Everatt, Mr Garrard, Mr Houghton, Mrs Jackson, Mr Johnson, Mr and Mrs King,
Mrs Kitchen, Mrs Lloyd, Mr Joseph Martin, Messrs Andrew and W.Meads, Mr Morley at the
Cross Swords, Mr L. Newton, Mrs Norcross, Mr Albert Parker, Mr Rayson, Rev Reynolds,
Mr O. Robinson, Mr Sensecal, Mrs Siddons, Mr Logan Southwood, Mrs Taylor, C. Turnor
Esq., Mrs Tyler, Mr Waddington, Mr Ward, Mr W. Weston, Mrs Williams, Mr Harry and W.
Whittle, Mr White.
Two typical accounts ….

Headed " Mr Forbes Reynolds"

"Funeral for the late Rev C.W.H. Reynolds. Died March 19th 1932 in his 80th year."

"Dark Oak Coffin with panel sides and Oak Cross and attendance ….

£8-17-6

"Hiring Funeral Car to bring coffin to Skillington Church ……………..

1- 5-6

"4 bearers, 5/- each ……………………………………………………………

1- 0-0

"Grave digging ………………………………………………………………….

10-0

"Vicars Fee ………………………………………………………….…………..

5-0

"Bell Tolling ………………………………………………………………………

2-6

"Hiring Car to bring Mr Reynolds to funeral and take back ……………

10-0
______
12-10-0

"Paid May 2nd 1932

Headed "Mr F. Newton" ……
"August 17th (1933) –
"Harvest wagon wheel rep
"(3) 3 ½" felloes [?] 9/-, 1 good second hand tyre 8/- ………………….. 17-0
"supplied shoeing and nails 3/- …………………………………………. 3-0
"September 9th –
"Barn door rep. 2 sag bars & nails & time 1/6 ………………………… 1-6
"New key fitted to lock 2/9. 3 hrs 3/- ………………………………….. 5-9
"Castors fitting to chair 1/-. Iron plate to latch barn 2d …………… 1-2
A few other interesting jobs ….
At the Vicarage – "Larder, replace defective zinc fly screen with strong copper gauze ….5/-.
For Rev Cane – "Making Horse with covered in top for cassocks. 2 heads. 6ft long
square …. 2/6

2 ½"

"Laying lino in bedroom 2 ½hrs …3/3.
For Mr L. Newton – "Tennis hut window glass … 1/For Mr A.Meads - "Damage done by Silver Queen bus (or repairs to) … totalled 14/In 1928 Squire Turnor had some "alterations at mill"

In 1934 the Cricket club had fencing work carried out for £5-15-6 and later a hut built for
£8-10-0.

This book has taken almost exactly one year to research and write. The small, stapled
booklet, which I originally envisaged, grew and grew as more facts and photographs came
to light. Inevitably, though, some facts and some tales may have been missed out
but I have tried to include every relevant bit of information about Skillington's history. In
this second edition the main addition has been the information about the Bell family
(wheelwrights) and the photograph of the school cottages. I would like to think that this
book, together with Mr Cryer's History, the book on the millennium kneeler project and
George Tyler's book of reminiscences, will provide a valuable source of information for the
generations to come.
The depth of research could possibly have been greater given more time but there is no
reason why someone else should not use this History as a stepping stone to an even more
detailed work, just as I drew upon previous historical accounts.
To suggest some areas of research – and some of the remaining puzzles to solve – may be
worthwhile …..
A factual history of all of Skillington's buildings may appeal to someone knowledgeable in
this field.
In particular, a section on St James church. This wonderful old building perhaps deserves
that.
Why was the moated manor house called "The Abbey"? Some previous tenants do not
know the answer to this. The ecclesiastical records did not provide the answer.
When and why was the Moot Cross moved to the top green?
of known burials in the churchyard. (A list was compiled from legible
A complete
headstones but, does more information exist?)
What were the origins of
the yards …
and

( Row and Close) and
?

Street. Who gave their names to

Is there more to be uncovered regarding Skillington's connections with the Civil War?
Although the Souvenir Booklet available in the Methodist Chapel covers the rise of this
branch of the Church in some detail, should a more thorough account have been included
in these pages? This was a unique and significant development in the village's history.
Are there any anecdotes of lasting merit which have been left out?
Should there be a single, available repository for all the various photographs, books or
items of historical significance connected with Skillington? Where could that be locally other than Lincoln Archives Office?
To anyone wishing to follow up any of this, I wish you good luck and will give any help I can.
Did anyone in Skillington have one of these, I wonder (the item illustrated on page 71). If
they did they may be one of the few to recognise it as …. a
! This was available in
the 1930s at £3-15s.

This book would not have been possible in any meaningful way without the co-operation
and help of a lot of people. Apart from those working for such organisations as The
and the
;
;
and
, most people have been or are residents of Skillingthe
ton village itself. And that is as it should be. It would have made this History the work of
many years to go to
person for their recollections, however, wanting to get something published, I went to some (perhaps most) of those who could help. These were recommended by others for their knowledge of the village's past, and it achieved a snowball
effect. What gratified me, as a newcomer to the village, was the cheerful spirit and hospitality with which that help was given. This acknowledgement applies, therefore, to the village community as a whole but here are the names of those I sought out for special help
and they did not let me down…..
Peter Bell
Peter Charlesworth
Mike Charlesworth
Robert Christian
Peter Clark
Mike Doyle
Hilda Foley
Judith and Roger Gault
Bill Gray
Gerald Goodliffe
Margaret Hallam
Albert "Tally" Hand
Judy Lord
Bill Meads
Dennis Meads
Joseph Newton
Fred Pogmore
John and Anita Selby
Peter Selby
Neville Sharpe
Mr R.D.Stafford, Manager of Buckminster Estate.
Don Stewart, Buckminster Gliding Club, History Group
Sandra and John Stoneman
Roland Tomlin
John and Hilda Townsend
Beverley Townsley
George Tyler
Bill Whittle
Jean Wood
Linda Wood
Many books were referred to. These include
;

;
;
;

;
;
;

Finally, thank you to my wife, Kathleen, for assistance with proof reading, suggestions and
general help.

